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ETIHAD OPENS NEW
CREW BRIEFING CENTER

E - h Airways has officially
tl adopened a new state-of-
the-art Crew Briefing Centre (CBC) at
its hub in Abu Dhabi, capital of the UAE.
The purpose-built crew terminal, the first
built by the airline, is the most advanced
of its kind in the region, and is fitted with
leading-edge baggage handling systems,
electronic check-in kiosks, security and
customs scanning equipment and E-gate
facilities forimmigration control. The airline
will provide user-friendly technology and
convenience for its 2,250 flight crew and
approximately 5,800 cabin crew during
the check-in and briefing processes prior
to boarding their flights. Operating crews
will be provided with up-to-date flight in-
formation such as flight plans, weather
reports, destination information, service
protocol and passenger data, for review in
dedicated briefing areas within the CBC.
James Hogan, Etihad Airways’ president
and chief executive officer, said: “We are
tremendously proud to open this specta-
cular facility, which has been designed
and built to provide our operating crew,
and those of our partner airlines, with the
latest technological advances and the
utmost convenience.Etihad Airways has
opened three crew lounges within the
CBC. The luxurious Landside Lounge,
located on the first floor, is equipped with
complimentary wi-fi, Mac Book compu-
ters, hot and cold beverage stations,
and shower facilities. The smaller Airside
Lounge is equipped with the same facili-
ties with the exception of showers. The
airline has also provided a landside Quiet
Room where crew can relax in a calm
environment before they commence their
duties.The CBC boasts laundry and dry-

cleaning services, a mail room and a 24-
hour coffee shop serving light meals and
snacks. A dedicated duty-free outlet will
open within the arrivals hall.The Guest
Services department, which oversees
the airline’s cabin crew, has relocated its
Performance Managers to the CBC to
enhance communication between cabin
crew and management, providing access
to the latest updates, information and ad-

ETTHAD
AIRWAYS
CREW BRIEFING CENTRE

vice. An employee service desk providing
HR assistance and travel information has
also been set up at the center.The CBC
was completed with the cooperation and
support received from Abu Dhabi Airports
Company (ADAC), which released the
necessary land required, and which was
instrumental in expediting the approval
of the appropriate permits necessary for
the construction of the facility.The CBC
is an airside / landside facility which also
accommodates government entities such
as Police, Customs, Immigration and
State Security, and meets all necessary
health and safety requirements set by the
relevant authorities.




noted unintentional stalls occurred in 31 of 71 acci-
dents examined. NASA (US National Aeronautics and
Space Administration) Aviation Safety Program has
also conducted a study and identifies that between
2001 and 2011, over 40 percent of fixed wing GA fatal
accidents occurred because pilots lost control of their
airplanes.

Statistically, approach to landing, maneuvering, and
climb are the deadliest phases of flight for loss of
control accidents.

2- Causal factors related to Loss of control in
flight (LOC-I)

Loss of control In flight (LOC-I) may result from factors
affecting piloting performance such as inadvertent
entry into Instrument Meteorological Conditions
(IMC) by non-Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) qualified
pilots leading to spatial disorientation, and percep-
tual illusions.

LOC-I accidents often result from failure to prevent
or recover from stall and upset. Stall and upset result
from poor energy and attitude management, degra-
dation of aerodynamic performance due to in-flight
icing or heavy rain, turbulences, wind-shear and bad
weather.

Loss of control can also result from inappropriate ma-
nual control inputs or poor automation management
often leading to “automation surprises”. Failure to re-
cover loss of control may induce acute stress. Stress
can develop over time and downgrade manual and

mental performance so much that pilots can freeze
at the controls or repeat unsuitable recovery actions.

NASA Aviation Safety Program classified these causal
factors that contribute to LOC-l into three categories:
(1) pilot or human-induced; (2) environmentally-in-
duced; and (3) systems-induced.

3- What can be done?

Reducing Loss of Control In flight (LOC-I) is a priority
of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
and aviation professional organizations across the
globe.

Pilots should avoid conditions that can lead to an
aerodynamic stall, especially situations approaching
wing critical Angle Of Attack (AOA) and/or decreasing
airspeed. He should seek training to ensure that they
fully understand stall phenomena, including AOA
concepts, and how elements such as weight, center
of gravity, turbulence, maneuvering loads, and other
factors affect an airplane’s stall characteristics.

Also there are, some foundational activities that
might help eliminate the presence of each causal fac-
tor during flight:

«Improved health monitoring of aircraft systems;
JImproved modeling in adverse conditions such as
out-of-envelope flight;

*Maneuvering boundary identification and envelope
limiting;

+Pilot increased awareness about the state of the air-
craft Integrated aerodynamics and propulsion control
«Automatic control system technology to provide
good handling qualities

«Research to support improved verification and valida-
tion of complex systems.

ICAO, aviation professional organizations across the
globe and manufacturers, including kit manufacturers,
should create and maintain educational initiatives that
include general principals, best practices, and opera-
tional specifics as they relate to loss of control.

All stakeholders should recognize the importance of
their roles in the reduction of loss of control accidents.
However, individual pilots remain the critical pieces
to that reduction, with both the ultimate responsi-
bility and the ultimate opportunity to reduce these
needless accidents through ongoing education, flight
currency, self-assessment, and vigilant situational
awareness in the cockpit.
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Article

LOSS OF CONTROL IN-FLIGHT
IN GENERAL AVIATION

Mohamed Rejeb
ACAC Air Safety & Air Navi-
gation Expert

I. Introduction

Over the last 10 years, loss of control has the leading
cause of General Aviation and Commercial operations
fatal accidents worldwide. Loss of control events are
rarely considered incidents, due to the level of aircraft
damage and injury that is likely to occur.

Loss of control accidents attracts attention not only as a
result of their status as the most common type accident,
but also because of the disturbing number of fatalities
they produce.

While airline accidents have become relatively rare in the
developed world, pilots and passengers involved in ge-
neral aviation (GA) operations still die at alarming rates
every year due to loss of aircraft control by the pilot.
Loss of control in flight (LOC-I) includes significant, unin-

tended departure of the aircraft from controlled flight,
the operational flight envelope, or usual flight attitudes,
including ground events.

GA pilot proficiency requirements are much less rigo-
rous than those of airline pilots. GA pilots are much more
likely to have longer intervals between training sessions
and longer intervals between flights.

General Aviation pilots almost exclusively maintain and
improve skills on their own, and their conduct of safe
flight depends more on individual abilities and judg-
ment, potentially leaving them unprepared for situa-
tions that can lead to loss of control.

GA pilots often have less exposure to robust and recur-
rent training compared to members of full-time charter
or corporate flight departments.

Business aviation encompasses a wide range of aircraft
types and operational paradigms, which works against
any single solution for reducing LOCI incidents. Single-
pilot and owner-flown aircraft are often lighter and less
automated than their business jet counterparts.

Many business jet pilots operate more than one type of
aircraft, elevating the threats of confusion or negative
habit transfer in managing different automation and
flight characteristics.

A study of business jet LOCI accidents from 1991 to 2010
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Report

World Nations agree on a hew
way to track planes via satellite

¥ 3
. "l .< .L‘

A new global deal has opened the way for na-
tions to track civilian planes by using satellites. The
breakthrough was motivated by the disappearance of
the Malaysian airliner, according to the UN communi-
cations agency.

Delegates from over 160 nations agreed to dedicate
part of the radio spectrum to a global flight tracking
system at the UN World Radiocommunciation Confe-
rence.

In the future, civilian planes will use frequencies
between 1087.7 and 1092.3 MHz to emit to satellites,
according to the officials.

This change will enable «real-time tracking of aircraft
anywhere in the world,» said Francois Rancy, director of
the Radiocommunication Bureau of the UN’s Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union (ITU).

Warnings of MH370

Modern planes communicate their position through
ADS-B, or Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broad-

cast signals. Their movement is tracked by radar-based
systems on the ground, which leave some 70 percent of
the world’s surface uncovered.

However, satellites could also monitor airliners in
«oceanic, polar and other remote areas,» the ITU said
in a statement. According to the UN guidelines, the
planes would send their position at least once every 15
minutes, or more often in case of emergency.

The recommendations are to be adopted by 2016, ac-
cording to the UN’s International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation.

The accord was spurred by the unexplained loss of
flight MH370 last year, the ITU said in a statement. The
incident, in which 239 people disappeared over the
Indian Ocean, exposed weaknesses in existing radar
systems and prompted demands for modernization.
The agency has «responded in record time to the ex-
pectations of the global community» said ITU Secreta-
ry-General Houlin Zhao.
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Report

MOU Between ACAC & AIRBUS

ACAC inks deal to optimise
- MENA air traffic movements

The GCC's aviation sector has witnessed tremendous
growth as demands on the region’s air traffic manage-
ment (ATM) system are mounting, calling for crucial
changes to increase access and capacity for future
growth of the regional industry.Recognizing this
increasing requirement, the Arab Civil Aviation Com-
mission (ACAC) has signed a Memorandum of Coo-
peration (MoC) with Airbus Middle East and Airbus
ProSky to conduct a deep and formal study to better
understand the current regional airspace challenges
and to implement necessary planning and coordinate
essential changes.Mohammed Sherif, director general
of ACAC said: “There have been significant changes
in the global approach to ATM and aviation in the
Middle East and North Africa which is shifting in how
Air Navigation Services are provided. There has been,
and there continues to be, unprecedented rapid
growth of aviation in parts of the region. This is strai-
ning ATM capabilities and spurring various localized
efforts to increase planning and coordination. "The
ATM Study intends to develop both near-term requi-

rements and longer term strategic needs to formu-
late a master plan for regional air navigation service
provision right up to 2030. Included within will be a
recommended systematic process to prioritize and
balance investments aiming to optimize ATM for the
Arab Middle East and Northern Africa area. The study
will set out to and achieve the following:: Improve
airspace safety and efficiency- Improve interoperabi-
lity between ANSPs to foster seamless services across
borders- Increase airspace capacity to meet future
demand requirements: Increase access to airports:
Reduce environmental impact of increasing traffic
by providing improved ATM operationsFouad Attar,
managing director of Airbus Middle East, said: “We are
pleased to enter in cooperation with such an impor-
tant regional organisation and look forward to a close
collaboration. We are confident that by covering one
of the most challenging parts of the world in terms of
air traffic growth and geopolitics, this airspace study
will provide benefit to all of us, especially to our va-
luable customers.”
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interview

established in December 2010, and
hence we can say that it is in the esta-
blishment process.

And despite the resource limitations
and the fierce competition, this airline
became an important contributor in
the sector as it operates regular flights
to the Arabic, African and European
countries in addition to its national
routes that cover the big cities in the
country.

And the airline is actually working on
the preparation of a development plan
for the medium and long term, and it
plans for its fleet increasing and moder-
nization in order to meet the economic
and environmental needs, and also we
plan to open Oum Tounsi international
airport for air transport.

Despite the collective bargaining of
Arab states with the other regional
blocs agreement being in force, the
European Union still negotiates as a
consolidated group with each Arab
country separately. What are from
your perspective the constraints and
difficulties facing the implementation
of this determined reference for the
negotiations with the European Union
regarding the open skies agreements.
As you know, the European Union is
witnessing an economic and political
union and a full social harmony, but in
our Arab region, we must work towards
this union in order to address these
bargaining agreement issues.

You country has a strategic geogra-
phic location in north west Africa,
and owns a deep Arabic African
natural, environmental, and cultu-
ral characteristics that makes is an
attractive touristic country. What
are the plans and projects of your
ministry for the development of tou-
rism?

The development of tourism in our

We support all
the suggestions
aiming to fos-
ter the serious
cooperation
between the
Arab countries

-:\u;‘d"“-‘ u\; )
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country requires the development of
infrastructure, especially the airports
that we rely on for addressing the
transportation issues in the light of a
comprehensive strategic vision.

And we hope that the new airport will
facilitate the tourist traffic.

Excellency Minister, we are thankful for
the valuable responses that you provi-
ded in this interview and we want you
to conclude this interview.

Thank you for this opportunity to share
my views with the Arab world. And |
want to thank the ACAC administration
and all the officials and staff who serve
the Arab civil aviation.

Best wishes!
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interview

the editor in chief while conducting the interview WITH HE Mr.Mohamed Ould Khouna

ca-Indian Ocean (AFI) region and also
some national airports for example
but not limited to, Sélibaby Airport
for which the rehabilitation work is
being finalized in order to receive the
country’s southern region expatriates
by organizing direct seasonal flights
from the expatriate countries, and it
will also contribute to the improve-
ment of international tourist traffic.
The creation of a new international air-
port in Nouadhibou Free Zone in order
to raise the level of commercial and
touristic activity in this vital region for
the national economy.

The trend of low cost carriers is wit-
nessed all over the world. Is the ac-
cess to the Mauritanian market easy
for these carriers? And what are the
requirements and procedure for the
licensing of such companies?

| think that the low cost carriers are
simplifying the air transport service
and making it more accessible to the
consumer ie: the passenger, and those

Many
achievements
in terms of
infrastructure,
capacity
building, and
safety and
security
development

companies have their advantages and
drawbacks but our country has so far
no companies providing this service.
Concerning the requirements and pro-
cedure for licensing these companies,
there is no difference between them
and the other airlines.

What do you suggest for imple-
menting the Damascus Convention
(2004)?

There is no doubt that the difficult
actual situation in the Arab region
requires more efforts of joint work
to address the difficulties facing this
convention, and we are in Mauritania
open for all the suggestions aiming for
supporting our Arab partners in this
vital sector

We know that there is a renovation
process for the national airline.
What is achieved from this process,
and what are the future operational
plans of this company?

Mauritania airlines is a new company

‘ Interview.indd 18
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R

As the Minister of Equipment and
Transportation, we want you to give
us in a nutshell an idea about the
importance of civil aviation in your
strategic plans?

First, | want to thank your respectful
magazine for its interest on our local
civil aviation which became a regional
model for sustained growth.

As a tool of inter-connectivity between
states, civil aviation is witnessing from
2009 serious developments starting
with the establishment of the national
airlines replacing the main company
operating from the independence, and
then many achievements regarding
the infrastructure, the capacity buil-
ding, and the security and safety laws
development.

And the best evidence of this is our
outstanding ratings in terms of the
application of aviation safety critical
elements adopted by ICAO.

From your point of view, what is the

AT

Gy

A continuous
growth of
the civil
aviation
sector

extent of the air transport participa-
tion in the process of national trans-
port facilitation?

Civil aviation plays a major role in the
national transport between the big
cities such as Nouakchott, Nouadhi-
bou, and Zouérat; it also have a role in
breaking the isolation of remote areas
especially those where mining compa-
nies are operating by the creation of
runways for private use.

Bearing in mind the new Nouakchott
Airport that represents a great buil-
ding for the development of civil
aviation, are there other strategic
projects in the framework of reha-
bilitation and expansion of Maurita-
nian airports to keep pace with the
expected growth of air transport
and tourism?

On an ongoing basis, our state is wor-
king on the maintenance and expan-
sion of the airports included in the
Global Air Navigation Plan for the Afri-
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Mauritanian Infrastructure
and Compliance Model:
A Success Story

Interview with HE Mr. Mohamed Ould Khouna - Minister of Equipment

and Transportation, Islamic Republic of Mauritania

In the framework of its
communication policy
aiming to foster its
role at the global civil
aviation level, the Arab
Civil Aviation Commis-
sion issues a periodical
magazine in which it
conducts interviews
with senior Arab avia-
tion officials.

And in this context,
the magazine depart-
ment is delighted to
conduct an interview
with HE Mr. Mohamed
Ould Khouna, the
Mauritanian Minister
of Equipment and
Transportation to talk
about the status and
perspective of the
Mauritanian civil avia-
tion and also to get His
views about civil avia-
tion latest develop-
ments regionally and
globally.
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News

Al Maktoum airport to start work in 2016 for Emirates» move

Dubais Al Maktoum International Air-
port will begin the preparations next year
for Emirates airline to move operations
there in about a decade, an airport official
said.»By next year, we will do a lot of pre-
parations,» Khalifa Zaffin, executive chair-
man of Dubai Aviation City Corporation,
Dubai South told reporters when asked
about construction at the new airport that
would allow Emirates to move its hub.The

passenger terminal at Al Maktoum Inter-
national, Dubai South was launched in
October 2013. But only four airlines have
started flights from the new airport, with
most opting to stay at the busy Dubai
International, clustering around Emirates
and where existing traffic is.Emirates, the
worlds fourth largest airline by schedu-
led international passengers, meanwhile
is facing capacity constraints at Dubai

International despite runway upgrades
last year to increase efficiency.President
Tim Clark last year said Emirates would
take up vacated space at Terminal 1 as
the new Concourse D is launched.Dubai
Airports officials said construction of the
concourse has just finished and the testing
phase will now be launched.Initially plan-
ned for summer 2015, Concourse D from
Terminal 1 may be ready in the first quarter
of 2016 and be able to handle operations
of about a 100 airlines.Emirates airlines in
the coming years will take deliveries of the
orders it has placed in 2013 for 150 Boeing
777x and topped up its A380 jumbo jets
order of 90 with another 50.»Emirates ob-
viously needs to maintain the integrity of
its hub and it canst move until its got suffi-
cient capacity to move its entire hub,» Paul
Griffiths, chief executive of Dubai Airports
said. «That will have to be in phase 2 (of Al
Maktoum International), which will be in
the middle of the next decade.»

RJ to start serving Ankara as of December 8

Royal Jordanian will start a new direct re-
gular route between Amman and the Tur-
kish capital, Ankara, effective December 8,
2015, with three weekly flights.

RJ President/CEO Captain Suleiman Obei-
dat said that Royal Jordanian is expanding
its network in Turkey by adding the Ankara
route to that to Istanbul. This route is
bound to cater for the demand of business
traffic between the capital of Turkey and
both Jordan and beyond. It will also serve
Hajj and Umrah pilgrims.

Obeidat highlighted Ankarass significant
geographical location in central Turkey
and at the crossroads of highways and rai-
Iway networks. In addition, Ankara and its

vicinity are important regional centres for
trade and commerce.

He said that the new addition to the route
network brings the number of RJ desti-
nations to 55, pointing out that two new
destinations will be added to the RJ route
network before the end of the year. Also,
RJ passengers flying from/to Amman can
continue their travel to more than 1,000
destinations served by RJ's partners in the
oneworld airline alliance.

Royal Jordanian will operate to Ankara, on
Thursdays, Sundays and Tuesdays bringing
the number of flights between Jordan and
Turkey to between 12 and 17 weekly, de-
pending on the seasonal demand.

On Thursdays and Sundays, RJ flight (161)
takes off from its base at Queen Alia Inter-
national Airport, Amman, at 10:30 and
reaches Ankara at 12:30. RJ flight (162)
departs from Ankara at 13:10 and lands in
Amman at 15:00.

On Tuesdays, RJ flight (161) takes off from
Amman at 12:15 and reaches Ankara at
14:15; flight (162) takes off from Ankara at
15:45 and arrives in Amman at 17:35.

RJ customers may book their flights at
any of its sales offices or agents in Jordan,
Turkey and worldwide, through its boo-
king engine at www.rj.com, or by contac-
ting the RJ call centre at +962 6 5100000.
RJ first started operating to Ankara in 1989
and suspended it in 2004 for commercial
reasons.

Ankara’s Esenboga International Airport,
which RJ will be using, was named the best
airport in Europe by ACI Europe. In 2014,
it served more than 11 million passengers
in total.

The city of Ankara has a population of al-
most 6 million. Being centrally located in
Anatolia, the daily total number of popula-
tion reaches 11.2 million, because Ankara
is the base for people>s movement.
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News

Asia-Pacific accounts for 42pc of international air traffic

The Asia-Pacific has clearly established
itself as the aviation industry’s largest
market as international traffic to, from and
within the region represented 42 percent
of total international revenue passenger
km (RPKs), said an IATA report.Moreover,
carriers in the Asia-Pacific region carried
33 percent of total passengers and the
five busiest international and domestic
city-pair air routes registered were all in
the region.The information was reported
in the recently released 59th Edition of the
World Air Transport Statistics (WATS), the
yearbook of the airline industry’s annual
performance. “Commercial aviation is a
remarkable engine for economic activity.
The growth of connectivity illustrates the
point. A billion more people boarded air-
craft last year than did a decade ago. Much
of that growth has been in the Asia-Pacific
region where expanding connectivity has
gone hand-in-hand with economic oppor-

tunity. The industry’s 2014 performance
shows aviation connectivity as a driving
force in emerging economies and a critical
component in the developed world," said
Tony Tyler, IATA's director general and CEO.

In 2014, airlines operated some 100,000
flights per day and transported 51.3 mil-
lion tonnes of cargo, equivalent to around
35 percent of the total value of all goods
traded internationally.

Saudi Arabia expands privatization
programs in aviation sector

The General Authority of Civil Aviation
of Saudi Arabia announced its plans to
expand the privatization programs in a
number of sectors including airports in
order to accommodate the rapid growth
of passenger numbers. Sulaiman Al-
Hamdan, president of GACA, said that
the authority’s move to privatize a num-
ber of international and national airports
is to improve services and raise quality,
noting that it comes under the Saudi lea-
dership’s recommendation to increase
the attention given to the air transport
industry and give it full support for the
continuation of its development, so that
it plays its role in the economic and social
development of the country and creates
job opportunities for citizens. Sulaiman
added that the authority is witnessing an
important phase in the opening of the
sector to partnership with the private sec-
tor where it has had previous successes,

such as the Prince Mohammed Bin Abdul
Aziz International Airport in Madinah,
which is fully managed by the private sec-
tor without bearing the state any financial
costs, al-Arabiya reports. Al-Hamdan said
that the authority will work to achieve the
objectives of the strategy, which involves
encouraging investment in all aviation
sectors and the privatization of critical

serrorern [ o By sl I e Lo B ey o B
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sectors such as airports and air naviga-
tion as well as other attractive sectors.
He explained that the work is ongoing to
increase the internal movement to cover
the growing demand on air travel and to
provide high services to travellers and
provide good infrastructure the country is
seeking through the restructuring of its air
transport industry.
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ICAO Seminar Focuses on Partnerships
for Emissions Reductions in Aviation

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) hosted a <Mul-
tiplying Environmental Action Seminar as part of its Global Avia-
tion Partnerships on Emissions Reductions (E-GAP) initiative. The
seminar shared actions related to aircraft technology, recycling
of aircraft, next generation air navigation and green operations,
sustainable alternative fuels and renewable energy, financing for
aviation environmental activities, and carbon markets, with a view
to sparking further action and creating a multiplier effect.In her
opening remarks to the seminar, ICAO Secretary-General Fang Liu
explained that the Seminar had been aligned with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) wherever possible, noting that today»s
actions must be designed to ensure that «future generations can
continue to enjoy the wide-ranging benefits of air transport tomor-
row on an environmentally sustainable basis.»In a keynote address,
delivered via video, Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD) Executive Secretary, touched on the
work being carried out under the CBD relevant to the seminar, and
the role of partnerships in unlocking opportunities. Dias illustra-
ted how the aviation industry affects biodiversity and vice versa,
and how efforts to preserve biological resources must be bolstered
through partnerships with businessA second keynote, delivered by
Roberto Kobeh Gonzélez, Lifetime Goodwill Ambassador of ICAO,
further addressed multiplying action on the environment through
partnerships. Emphasizing that all States want to act to protect the
environment, but not all have the means, he said that question is
not «If? or Shall we?» but rather <How? How much? and When?»
He called for acting now, suggested using the emissions gap and
international aviation»s contributions to emissions, as well as quan-
tified opportunities in efficiency and alternative fuels, to determine
how much, and, in terms of how, stressed partnerships and capa-
city buildingFollowing the keynotes, the seminar was organized
into seven sessions, each featuring a moderated discussion with
panelists representing intergovernmental organizations, national
governments, multilateral development banks (MDBs), airlines and
plane manufacturers from the private sector, airports and non-
profit organizationsThe panels covered: partnerships to advance
the scientific understanding of aviation and climate; partnerships
in design and technology throughout the aircraft life-cycle; ope-
rational improvements and eco-airports; partnerships to develop
sustainable alternative fuels for aviation; carbon markets; facilita-
ting financing for aviation sustainable environmental initiatives;
and “No country left behind” - States» action plans and capacity
building.

A $2 billion loan to Iraqi Airways form The US

Ministry of Transport announced that Iragi Airways affiliate re-
ceived a loan of $2 billion from a US bank to finance the purchase
of modern aircraft.Transport Minister Bagqjir al-Zubaidi said in a
statement seen by Twilight News report that the Iraqi Airlines got
aloan of $2 billion from a US bank to finance the purchase of mo-
dern aircraft type Boeing 777 Dreamliner.Zubaidi was speaking
during a meeting with the delegation of the Association of Travel
and Tourism in Iraq, headed by Abdul Amir Al-Kassab, Vice Pre-
sident of the Association and the presence of technical agent of
the Ministry and a number of specialists in the Iragi Airways in the
areas of accounts, automated booking and control, pricing and in-
ternational organizations.Al-Zubaidi said that the loan will add ad-
vanced capabilities and supportive of the company in addition to
the work on the completion of the four terminals of the Baghdad
airport, which will increase the absorption for travelers.He added
that the number of passengers on board the Iraqi Airways arrived

during the first half of 2015, 1 million passengers.The minister said
that Iraqi Airways is witnessing a transition towards a promising
tomorrow in the fields of aviation fleet after many modern aircraft,
which represents the latest aircraft in the world after dormant for
more than 25 years.Iraq has a modern fleet of passenger aircraft
consisting of 28 Boeing aircraft from the US and Canadian model
Bombardier newly imported after the lifting of the siege imposed
on the country in 2003.
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AU, ICAO vow to strengthen cooperation
on civil aviation in Africa

The African Union (AU) and the International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) have vowed to strengthen cooperation on civil
aviation in Africa, said an AU statement.Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma,
Chairperson of the AU Commission, and Fang Liu, Secretary Gene-
ral of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ), have met
and held talks over strategies to implement a Memorandum of
Cooperation (MoC) signed on Sept.27, 2010 between the AU Com-
mission and ICAO.During their meeting at the AU Headquarters in
Ethiopias capital Addis Ababa, Dlamini-Zuma and Liu deliberated
on cooperation modalities to strengthen cooperation in the field of
civil aviation, according to the statement.They dwelt upon ways of
strengthening cooperation in the field, notably through areas for

the improvement such as aviation safety, air navigation capacity
and efficiency, aviation security and facilitation, economic deve-
lopment of air transport, environmental protection, capacity buil-
ding and training of aviation personnel and technical cooperation
and technical assistance.These areas are in line with AUss roadmap
for the implementation of the Yamoussoukro Decision towards
the establishment of the single African air transport market un-
der the Africa Agenda 2063, said the statement.The objectives
are also in accordance with the ICAO Strategic Objectives, added
the statement.Priority will be given to the 11 AU member states
which declared their commitment to the full implementation of
the Yamoussoukro Decision towards the establishment of a single
African air transport market with well-established National Iden-
tification System.The two officials also exchanged views on the
organization of a dedicated Ministerial meeting on aviation secu-
rity and facilitation to establish targets similar to aviation safety,
and further development of air navigation targets for submission
to AU organs for endorsement.They also discussed other issues
including, technical assistance for the establishment of an African
passport with ICAO standards; assistance to the African airlines in
complying with safety standards; and removal of banned African
airlines from the EU black list, according to the statement.In this
regard, the two organizations recognized the need for AU Commis-
sion to mobilize international institutions in supporting civil avia-
tion programmes, said the statement.

Boeing: China needs over 6,300 new planes by 2034

China is expected to add more than 6,300 new aircraft to its commercial
fleet by 2034; US manufacturer Boeing said - an increase of over 300
planes onits last forecast a year ago.The world's most populous country
and second-largest economy will need 6,330 new aircraft worth $950bn
during the 2015-2034 periods, Boeing said in its annual China Current
Market Outlook.The country’s expanding economy and rising income
are driving air travel growth, Boeing said, upping its prediction by 310
units from last year"We see strong growth in the country’s aviation sec-
tor over the long-term,” Randy Tinseth, vice president of marketing at
Boeing Commercial Airplanes, told reporters.China’s economic growth
is slowing as Chinese leaders try to reform the economy to let consump-
tion, instead of government-driven investment, to play a bigger role.
That growth model will be “more sustainable” and “bodes well for tou-
rism’, Tinseth said.China’s commercial fleet will number 7,210 aircraft
by 2034, the firm said, nearly three times its current size, with aircraft
going into service in the next two decades accounting for nearly 90%
of it. As China becomes the world’s largest domestic air travel market,
Boeing predicts it will need 4,630 single-aisle planes over the period.
China's increasingly affluent consumers and loosened visa policies for

Chinese citizens will give long-distance international travel a boost,
with 1,510 new widebody aircraft seen as needed.Boeing, maker of the
737 MAX and 787 Dreamliner, competes with Europe’s Airbus for global
dominance in the aircraft market.The US firm says it made more than
half the current Chinese commercial fleet, while Airbus says it has an
almost 50% share.
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Airbus Patent for <Concorde-2> Envisions Hypersonic Flights

Flying across the pond from New York
to London could take as little as an
hour, thanks to a patent design for
a “rocket motor”-propelled aircraft.
Airbus is hoping to create an aircraft
called Concorde-2 that can travel at
supersonic speed and carry passen-
gers across the Atlantic in record time,
according to Conde Nast Traveler.The
US. government approved Airbus’
patented design in July to build an air-
craft that would be able to fly at speeds
of up to 4.5 times the speed of sound.
This would be three times as fast as
the speed of the original Concorde jet,
which was retired in 2003.The aircraft
would use three separate engines —
turbojets, ramjets and a “rocket-motor”
— to propel the Concorde-2 through
the air at hypersonic speed, and would
be able to fit up to 19 passengers.The
Concorde-2 design has only been pa-

tented and it is not clear if the plane
will ever get off the ground, according
to Conde Nast Traveler. The patent ap-

plication does however note the possi-
bility of military use for the Concorde-2
design.

Hamad International Airport Ranked
6th Best Airport in the World

Doha Hamad International Airport has oc-
cupied the sixth place in the list of the ten
best airports in the world, according to the
assessment by the readers of Conde Nast
Traveller 2015, which was conducted in
August this year.While Singapore’s Changi
Airport has been ranked first, London’s
Heathrow Airport-Terminal 5 has been ran-
ked second, followed by Hong Kong Inter-
national Airport in third place.The list of the
ten best airports in the world is ranked by
the readers of Conde Nast Traveller and the
criteria under which the airports are selec-
ted are customer satisfaction, airport access,
airport retail, security and safety.Within less
than a year of commencing operations, HIA
has already won several prestigious awards
including three Skytrax 2015 awards at the
Skytrax Airport Award Ceremony in reco-
gnition of its outstanding performance and
services including the Best Airport in the

Middle East award. HIA also won the «tra-
tegic Project of the Year award at the 2015
Global Projects of the Year awards ceremony
organized by CG/LA Infrastructure.Hamad
International Airport offers its passengers
a seamless travel experience with an enor-

mous variety of retail and restaurant out-
lets, a 100-room hotel with squash courts,
health spa, swimming pool and world class
lounges and internationally famous works
of art all designed for the enjoyment and
relaxation of passengers.
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Japans first passenger jet makes maiden flight

Japams first commercial jet in half a century
made its maiden flight, in a breakthrough
for the countrys long-held ambition to
establish an aircraft industry that can com-
pete with some of the major players in glo-
bal aviation. The Mitsubishi Regional Jet
(MRJ) took off on a one-hour return flight
from Nagoya Airport to test Mitsubishi Air-
craft Corprs ability to bring the 100-seat
class plane into service after three years
of delays. The unit of Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries, which built the World War Two-
era Zero fighter, is hoping the $47-million
regional jet will help it oust Canada»s Bom-
bardier Inc as the world>s second-biggest
maker of smaller passenger jets behind
Brazibs Embraer SA. The MRJ is Japams
first commercial passenger aircraft since
the 64-seat YS-11 entered service 50 years
ago. The first MRJ is slated for delivery in
June 2017 to Japams biggest carrier, ANA
Holdings. Mitsubishi aims eventually to sell
more than 2,000 aircraft in the competitive
market segment. So far it has secured 223
firm orders, most recently in January when
Japan Airlines asked for 32 planes. The big-
gest single purchase, for 100 aircraft, was

from U.S. regional airline operator Trans
State Holdings. Mitsubishi says the MRJ
burns a fifth less fuel than aircraft of simi-
lar size, thanks to new-generation engines
from Pratt & Whitney, a subsidiary of United
Technologies Corp . Japams last attempt
to establish itself as a commercial aircraft
maker ended in failure. Production of the
YS-11, built by a consortium that included
Mitsubishi Heavy, finished after only 182
planes were built. That programme howe-
ver helped Mitsubishi Heavy and other

companies forge ties with Boeing Co,
turning them into major suppliers and
partners of the US. aircraft maker and
helping revive an aerospace industry that
was dismantled after World War Two. Those
Japanese companies build 35 percent of
Boeingss advanced 787 carbon-composite
jetliner, including the wings, the most com-
plex part. Japanss biggest carmaker, Toyota
Motor Corp, and largest trading company,
Mitsubishi Corp, each own a 10 percent
stake in the MRJ venture.

Gulf Air in final talks over plan to buy aircraft

Bahrains Gulf Air is in final talks to place an order for up to 50 air-
craft to meet the airline>s needs over the next decade, the carriens
chief financial officer said.»We are looking at both narrow and
wide-body aircraft for replacement of (the) current fleet,» Sahar
Ataei, CFO of Gulf Air, told Reuters.She said negotiations with ma-
nufacturers were expected to finish by the first quarter of 2016,
but did not disclose which manufacturer was preferred.The air-
line would look at leasing as well as financing options to acquire
new aircraft, she said. These would be put on Gulf Airs current
routes as well as new destinations that fit with its growth plans,
Ataei said without elaborating.Bahrainss information minister was
quoted last month as saying Gulf Air was planning to buy up to 50
Airbus planes.Bahrains national carrier, with a fleet of 28 Airbus
narrow and wide-body aircraft, is going through a lengthy restruc-
turing which aims to return the loss-making airline to profit.Gulf
Air reported an annual loss of BD62.7 million ($166.2 million) for
2014, down from a loss of BD93.3 million in 2013, as it switches
from low-value transit traffic to high-yield point-to-point routes.
While the airline said in its annual results that it is optimistic about

2015, it did not say when it could turn a profit.State funding of
BD185 million in 2012 helped the airline to reduce debt.»Legacy
debts will be completely paid off before end-2016 and Gulf Air is
current and on track with all service providers and suppliers since
the restructuring of the airline in January 2013,»
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and the Environmental Policy Group to
work closely with the Arab Civil Aviation
Commission and to continue following
up this matter in coordination with |ATA
and other regional and international enti-
ties, and to report back to the Executive
Committee regarding any developments
for guidance.

Passenger Rights: AACO 48th AGM called
upon ICAO to further work on the prin-
ciples developed by the ICAO ATRP and
adopted by the ICAO Council to include
material on avoiding extraterritoria-
lity and ensuring compatibility between
passenger rights regimes. The AGM also
called upon Arab states to look into the
Consumer Protection Safety Nets and
Caveats template (that was developed
by AACO AWG Consumer Protection
subgroup), when developing passenger
rights regimes. This document gathers
best practices of airlines in giving passen-
gers their rights and could be used as
relevant guidance to governments if
they wish to develop passenger rights
regimes. The document is based on ICAO
and IATA principles on consumer protec-
tion.

Air Traffic Management and Airspace
Capacity in the Arab World: AACO 48th
AGM called upon all concerned states to
join the Middle East ATM Enhancement
Programme, reiterated the importance of
coordination between Arab governments
with regards to airspace infrastructure
developments; and directed AACO to
coordinate with states, airlines and with
international and regional associations
on the technical level to identify the prio-
rities of the region with regards to ATM
and airspace capacity, and to work with
heads of CAAs, airlines and associations
to raise those priorities to governments
especially in areas that require coordina-
tion between civil and military aviation
authorities.

EU External Aviation Policy: AACO AGM
called upon the European Union to place
the highest possible priority to the deve-
lopment of infrastructure in Europe and

the unification of the European aeros-
pace. The AGM also highlighted that the
EU aviation package should support glo-
bal efforts under ICAO umbrella in areas
such as consumer protection, dealing
with aviation emissions, and security and
safety standards.

In addition, the AGM called upon the Eu-
ropean Union to recognize in the aviation
package the added value that competi-
tion brings to the market place and called
upon the Arab Civil Aviation Commission
(ACAC) and the Arab Air Carriers Organi-
zation (AACO) to engage with the Euro-
pean Commission in order to highlight
the principles that have been stipulated
above.

Panel Discussion on how will the avia-
tion landscape evolve in the next 50
years

The Third Working Session, as usual, ga-
thered all invitees of AACO AGM and wit-
nessed the “Joint Aviation Forum’, which
is a panel discussion that was modera-
ted this year by Mr. Richard Quest, CNN
Anchor and Correspondent. The Joint
Aviation Forum featured a session on “To-
wards the Diamond Jubilee.. How will the
aviation landscape evolve?” Participants
in this discussion were as follows:

«Mr. Mohamad A. El-Hout /Chairman
& Director General/ Middle East Air-
lines

+Mr. Paul Byrne / Chief Executive Offi-
cer/ flynas

+Mr. Ahmed Aly/ Chief Executive Offi-
cer/ Nile Air

«Mr. Adel Al Redha/ EVP and Chief
Operations Officer / Emirates Airline
«Mr. Ahmed Al Jallaf/ Assistant Direc-
tor General of Air Navigation Ser-
vices/ UAE GCAA

The Golden Jubilee

AACO 48th AGM coincided with the 50
years anniversary of AACO. In addition
to including valuable information and
statistics on the 50 years journey of the

Arab airlines, Arab air transport industry,
and AACO in AACO’s various AGM publica-
tions and in the report delivered by AACO
Secretary General this morning, AACO
AGM received a special presentation by
Prof. Geoffrey Lipman, Founder & Creative
Disruption Architect of Green Growth &
Travelism Institute, on the future of Arab
airlines and their opportunities and chal-
lenges. In addition, Mr. Ahmed Al Jallaf, As-
sistant Director General of Air Navigation
Services, UAE GCAA & Chairman of MAEP
gave input on a very important topic that
requires the attention of all stakeholders
and that would play a major role in dic-
tating the future of air transport in the
region; which is aerospace management.
The delegates of the AGM also received
a special publication prepared by The
Times Group/ Arabian Aerospace maga-
zine, in cooperation with AACO, citing spe-
cial words by key people in AACO’s history
and present time, information on the Arab
air transport industry, valuable statistics
and data of the 50 years journey, and infor-
mation on AACO’s member airlines and
Arab air transport industry as a whole.
Over the past year AACO redesigned its
logo which was approved by AACO’s 47th
AGM and accordingly totally refurbished
its website which was launched on 28 Au-
gust 2015 coinciding with the same date
that AACO was established 50 years ago
(on 28 August 1965).

Closing of the AGM

As the AGM came to a close, AACO mem-
bers thanked HRH Prince Khaled Al Faisal
for opening the AGM and the 48th AGM
Chairman, H.E Eng. Saleh N. Al Jasser, for
leading this event and for the generous
hospitality of Saudia for all delegates of
this event. Moreover, the AGM accepted
with gratitude the invitation of Mr. Driss
Benhima, Chairman & CEO of Royal Air
Maroc to host the forthcoming AACO
AGM in Morocco on 8-10 November 2016,
and the invitation of Mr. Adel Ali, Group
CEO of Air Arabia to host the 50th AGM in
Sharjah in 2017.
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AACO Secretary General Report

AACO Secretary General presented his re-
port on the state of the Arab air transport
where he showed the evolvement and
the journey of the Arab airlines over the
past 50 years and the major catalysts that
made this journey and the development
of air transport successful and possible.
The Secretary General cited aircraft and
engine technology advancements, libe-
ralization, and infrastructure develop-
ment in airport and airspace as the major
drivers for the progress of air transport
over the past 50 years. Mr. Teffaha also
highlighted some numbers showing the
development of the Arab air transport
over the past 10 years and underlined the
possible hindrances to the future growth
of air transport, mainly bringing focus to
the following:

«Protectionism: The Secretary General
highlighted that open skies policies have
benefited the consumer with lower travel
prices, more travel options and a better
service. Such policies have also brought
benefits to the economy by enhancing
trade and creating job opportunities.
Airlines also became more competitive
and improved their services as a result of
open skies. Going back to protectionism
will be counterproductive and would
definitely not benefit the consumer or
the airlines or the development of the
economy.

«Lack of Development of Infrastructure:
The Secretary General praised the efforts
of Arab governments in developing air-
ports of the region; however, he mentio-
ned that the development of aerospace
management needs to be in tandem with
the development of airports. The Secre-
tary General stressed AACO’s work in this
area that is cooperating with ACAC, ICAQ,
IATA, CANSO and relevant Arab govern-
ments to resolve aerospace manage-
ment issues, whereby the plan set by all
stakeholders will be achieved by 2018 to
renew air traffic management systems,
enhance civil/military coordination and
to come out with a regional coordination

framework for traffic flow.

«Taxes and Charges: The Secretary Ge-
neral highlighted that the right policy
towards a developing economic envi-
ronment and a mounting tourism sector
is not through heavy taxations on one of
the major drivers of such development
i.e. the air transport sector.
«Counterproductive  Regulations: The
Secretary General brought focus to how
some governments are approaching uni-
laterally areas such as the environment
and consumer protection and how that
approach has created conflict with other
states. He also cited AACO's work on both
issues where in the environment area,
AACO is working with all stakeholders to
reach a global solution for dealing with
aviation emissions under ICAQ, and in the
consumer protection area AACO, through
its relevant working group, developed
a template document that gathers best
practices in giving consumers their rights
in line with IATA and ICAO principles,
although providing the consumer with
best services is indeed part and parcel of
the airlines’ product offering.

The Secretary General also highlighted
the major incidents that are transfor-
ming the global work on aviation safety
and security being the downing of MH17
and the disappearance of MH370. AACO
is cooperating with all industry stakehol-
ders to improve the tracking of aircraft
and will be working on this area with
SITA and others following an action plan
set by AACO and relevant executives of
member airlines with stakeholders at
the 2015 Technical forum held earlier in
November. AACO has also launched an
initiative, following a resolution by AA-
COs 47th AGM, that would enhance the
awareness between member airlines on
risk assessment of air routes. This initia-
tive has proven useful on many occasions
over the past year.

The Secretary General welcomed two
new member airlines of AACO this year:
Mauritania Airlines International and
Badr Airlines that have become active
members of AACO following AACO’s Exe-

News

cutive Committee approval earlier this
year.

Speech by the Director General of
ACAC

Eng. Mohamed Sherif, Director
General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Commission (ACAC), presented a
keynote address about the com-
mon issues between AACO and
ACAC in the fields of aeropolitics,
air safety and security, environ-
ment, and air navigation issues and
taxes, whereby the two organiza-
tions have cooperated throughout
the years in order to achieve bene-
fits in these areas to the Arab air
transport industry.

Speech by the IATA Director General
Mr. Tony Tyler, IATA Director General gave
a keynote address to the AGM focusing
on safety, air traffic management, and
smarter regulations in the areas of libera-
lization, passenger rights, security, taxa-
tion and other regulations.

Four Strategic Resolutions by AACO
48th AGM

The second working session was dedica-
ted to AACO members where they dis-
cussed the Executive Committee report
which covered strategic issues in addi-
tion to AACO’s financial and administra-
tive issues.

Based on the recommendations of the
Executive Committee, AACO’s AGM adop-
ted four strategic resolutions as follows:
Aviation and the Environment: AACO
48th AGM stressed the importance of
adopting a number of principles when
governments of the world are addressing
aviation’s impact on the environment.
The principles can be found in the full
resolution attached to this press release.
The AGM also called upon the Arab Civil
Aviation Commission to coordinate,
constitute and advocate an Arab position
that takes into account the interests of
the Arab airlines and to hold coordina-
tion meetings in order to ensure that,
and mandated the Secretary General
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AACO 48th AGM

Jaddah 29 Nov - 1 Dec 2015

The Arab Air Carriers Organization
(AACO) convened its 48th AGM today in
Jeddah under the Chairmanship of H.E
Eng. Saleh N. Al Jasser/ Director General
of Saudia. The AGM was held under the
High Patronage of HRH Prince Khalid Al
Faisal bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud, Advisor to
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
and Governor of Makkah Region.
Participation

The AGM gathered CEOs of AACO mem-
ber airlines, AACO partner airlines and in-
dustry partners from aircraft and engine
manufacturers, Global Distribution Sys-
tems (GDSs), IT providers and other spe-
cialized companies relevant to the Arab
air transport industry. The AGM also wel-
comed the Arab Civil Aviation Commis-
sion (ACAC), the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA), and a number of
regional airline associations, in addition
to a number of aviation experts, where
the number of delegates surpassed 300.

Arab Air Transport Statistics in 2014
Delegates received AACO's Annual Re-
port, which reflects the yearly harvest of
AACO’s work during the past term and
highlights the latest developments and
challenges at industry level in addition to
the achievements of AACO joint projects
over the past year. The delegates also
received a copy of the Arab Air Transport
Statistics publication (AATS) covering
2014 data, in addition to a special report
on the evolution of the Arab airlines
over the past 50 years on the occasion of
AACO’s 50th anniversary. Major statistics
included in AATS were as follows:

The Arab air transport market grew by
9.7%in 2014 compared to 2013, reaching
172 million passengers.

Passenger numbers using Arab air-
ports in 2014 increased by 9.3% to reach
around 299.3 million passengers.

«Cargo movement at Arab airports in-
creased by 9.3% in 2014 reaching 7.31
million tons of cargo.

+AACO members served 451 destinations
in 127 countries with 3,507 average daily
flights, offering 710,159 daily seats on
1,117 aircraft in 2014.

«AACO members’ operating revenues
increased by 4.4% in 2014 to record USD
39.2 billion (12 reporting member air-
lines).

+AACO members carried more than 176.3
million passengers in 2014 (an increase of
9.7% compared to 2013) and 5.3 million
tons of cargo (an increase of 9.2% com-
pared to 2013).

Tribute to Mr. Mohamed Salah Boultif
At the start of the AGM sessions, the AGM
paid tribute to Mr. Mohamed Salah Boul-
tif/ Former President & Chief Executive
Officer of Air Algérie. During his tenure
in Air Algerie, Mr. Boultif was elected as
a member of the Executive Committee
in 2011, and Chairman of AACO AGM in
2012 where he contributed in strengthe-
ning and supporting AACO'’s work.
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Eng.Mohamed Ibrahim Sherif

Director General
Arab Civil Aviation
Commission(ACAC)

CAC is a pivotal element in the

Arab joint work process and plays
a major role in the facilitation of the
extended Arab common market im-
plementation; this shows the impor-
tance if ACAC in the management of
this economic driver and strategic sec-
tor in order to improve inter-connec-
tivity between countries and to foster
the tourism development.
In the context of addressing the chal-
lenges and of the engagement in the
fast developments in the civil aviati-
on sector, Arab civil aviation is going
through a broad development process
aiming to bolster its economic partici-
pation in the GDPs of countries.
This sector hence is benefiting from
a special care and continuous efforts
reflected by the huge investments of
billions of dollars for the moderniza-
tion of fleets, the building and expan-
sion of sophisticated international air-
ports, the acquisition of the top-notch
equipment, and the investment on
capacity building.
The civil aviation community expects
a great future for the sector; as a regio-
nal leader, ACAC is really involved in
the development and performance
process through a comprehensive
strategy based on the human re-

sources enhancing and restructuring,
and on the optimal setting of opera-
tional mechanisms for implementing
the technical programs for air trans-
port, air navigation, air safety, air secu-
rity, and environment; as for training,
there is a full and diversified program
all over next year containing in accor-
dance with the current developments;
we also intend to enhance the coope-
ration and coordination relations with
the regional and international orga-
nizations in order to strengthen the
position of ACAC in the international
arena, to defend the Arab interests,
and to achieve the goals of the Arab
joint work.

All these efforts will be fruitless unless
we focus on the most important ele-
ment: the protection of the passen-
ger rights and the simplification of air
transport to become accessible to all
segments of the Arab societies.

The future role of ACAC reflects its
position as a real technical reference
for Arab aviation, and as a complete
consulting organization providing ex-
pertise in all civil aviation fields. There
is no doubt that this role will benefit
the technical and operational perfor-
mance and will ensure a great future
for the Arab civil aviation sector.

ARAB AVIATION

‘ EDITO ENGLAIS.indd 5

issue 25 December 2015 ‘ 5

11/12/15 13:24 ‘



HISTORY

ACAC was established in June 1996 (orga-
nization of the Arab League) as a regio-
nal organization for coordination and
cooperation among Arab countries and
with other parts of the world in the field
of civil aviation. The Treaty establishing
the Commission has been signed by Arab
countries and has till now been ratified by
the legislative and executive bodies of 18
Arab countries, The other Arab countries
are in the process of ratifying the Treaty.

OBJECTIVES

- To enhance cooperation and coordina-
tion among Arab countries in the field of
civil aviation.

- To set a general plan for developing civil
aviation in Arab countries and ensuring its
safety.

- To develop Arab civil aviation in order
to meet the needs of Arab countries for a
safe, secure and regular air transport.

ACTIVITIES

-To coordinate and unify the views of
ACAC member-states in the field of civil
aviation.

«To promote understanding on policy
matters among ACAC member-states and
with other parts of the world.

«To encourage and support integration
among Arab air carriers.

«To encourage and support the sector of
aviation worldwide and to enhance its use
by ACAC member-states.

To encourage the use of standard rules,
specifications and methods of work re-
commended by the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO).

«To support arrangements among mem-

General Director : | Engineer Mohamed Ibrahim Sherif

ber-states for the implementation of the
regional plans recommended by ICAO
with regard to the use of CNS/ATM.

«To develop relations of cooperation with
the international and regional organiza-
tions that deal with civil aviation.

«To monitor technological changes in
the aviation industry and to evaluate the
necessary actions to be taken by ACAC
members to meet the challenge.

«To undertake research and studies in eco-
nomic, legal, technical and safety matters
related to the work of the member-states
in the area of civil aviation.

«To encourage coordination and harmo-
nization of procedures, rules and regu-
lations of civil aviation among member-
countries.

«To facilitate the exchange of information
on safety matters and to enhance the
awareness of air safety among members-
states.

«To coordinate training programs and to
encourage development of training cen-
ters in order to meet present and future
needs of people working in civil aviation.
«To study and evaluate, on request of one
or more member-states, any situation
that might hinder the development of air
transport, air navigation or air safety in
the Arab countries.

Organizational

The structure of ACAC includes a general
assembly, and executive council, and a di-
rectorate general. The technical issues are
managed by five committees of experts
representing the member states: air trans-
port committee, air navigation commit-
tee, air safety committee, air security com-
mittee, and environmental committee. A
Financial control committee manages the
Financial issues.
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