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Professional Insights, Experiences and Expertise in Civil Aviation

the nearest airport, and giving approach
headings, weather information, airport-
related data, and emergency procedures.
Emergency services were prepared at
maximum readiness on the airfield, and all
relevant units were deployed and prepared
for the arrival of the aircraft. The first contact
between the aircrew and air traffic control
was the fine line between life and death—
that calm voice, reassuring with tranquility,
the voice of confidence that you are in
safe hands. Solid instructions that know
no fear, despite the chaos that befell the
passengers and the tension that struck the
aircrew. The crew’s perception was that the
helping hand and salvation, after God, was
air traffic control. The controller did not hear
all these disturbances and vibrations, but
rather trusted the pilot, and between this
and that, Airmanship emerged.

The aircraft and the crew succeeded in
reaching (Sioux City) airport and attempted
to land using only the power of the two
wing engines for steering—a maneuver in
the aviation field that is very, very difficult
(bordering on impossible). The aircraft
impacted the ground and broke up, but
the prepared and ready rescue teams from
the airport services, in cooperation with
air traffic control, managed to save 185
people out of 296. This is a figure that many
experts considered an operational miracle
compared to the scale of the failure the
aircraft suffered.

In major crises, not only is the efficiency of
systems tested, but trust is tested as well.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

When United Flight 232 lost all systems,
it was saved by the mutual trust between
control and the crew.

In the end, locations may differ, paths may
diverge, and altitudes may change. The pilot
does not know the controller's name, and
the controller does not know the pilot’s face.
Yet, a relationship remains between them
that is not measured in nautical miles, nor
defined by geographical boundaries, nor
recorded by radar devices—a relationship
based on trust, reinforced by respect, and
preserved by professionalism. Thus, the
distances between earth and sky no longer
hold any meaning...

And the distance: Zero.

Note: - (P.S) “To the friend of the sky and
colleague of the profession... and to every
pilot with whom | crossed a sky and never
shook hands with... | may not know your
name, and you may not know my face, but |
trust you as | trust myself, and to you, | offer
all my respect and appreciation.”

Publication of October 2026
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then the air traffic controller confirms the
correctness of the readback. To the reader,
this is a simple routine procedure, but in
reality, it is an official declaration in the
skies, and in front of all aircraft operating
under the controller’'s sector, that it is a
(mutual declaration of trust). Also, in Annex
19, which is dedicated to modern aviation
safety, trust is considered the foundation for
the culture of reporting errors and incidents.

[17/]1 e

It is worth mentioning this incident, which
| will narrate to you as a realistic example
taught in trust, Airmanship, and teamwork,
as this incident in particular is taught in all
(CRM) and (Human Factors) books.

On July 19, 1989, United Airlines Flight 232,
a DC-10 aircraft, was en route from Denver
to Chicago with 296 people on board.
While cruising at an altitude of 37,000 feet,
the fan disk of the rear engine exploded—
an engine located at the base of the talil
within a structure called the (Tail-mounted
Engine) in the (Empennage) group, which
is a technical engineering term for the tail
assembly. After this catastrophic engine
explosion, its shrapnel flew out and severed
the aircraft's hydraulic system lines.

Suddenly, the captain and the first officer
found that almost all control systems were
non-functional (No Ailerons — No Rudder
— No Elevators). The aircraft practically
and literally became a massive, un-flyable
chunk of iron. And here, trust appeared.

As Al-Mutanabbi said:

Resolves come in accordance with the
stature of the people of resolve, And noble
deeds come in accordance with the stature
of the noble. Small matters appear grand in
the eyes of the small, While grand matters
appear small in the eyes of the grand.

Captain Al Haynes did not try to be the sole
hero in that incident. There was a training
pilot on board named Dennis Fitch traveling
as a passenger; the crew called him to the
cockpit, and tasks were distributed among
them (Captain — Instructor — First Officer).
The First Officer’s role was to communicate
with air traffic control to follow navigation,
navigational procedures, directions, and
to declare an emergency. Immediately,
contact was made with United’s crew,
providing them with instructions, directing
them to make an emergency landing at
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One of the strongest relationships in our field
isthe relationship between the controller and
the pilot. We mentionitin amore professional
sense, which is (Airmanship). This term
in academic references is based on:
appreciation — discipline — skill — situational
awareness. We, as workers in this field,
often use this term in a sense that is more
precise, deeper, and more comprehensive
than the theoretical concept. Here, it is not
just skill, but the spirit of aviation itself. That
sophisticated professional relationship that
arises between the controller and the pilot
from the very first (call). At that moment,
and without prior acquaintance, Airmanship
is immediately born—a covenant and
professional maturity based on mutual
respect and blind trust in the air traffic
controller.

The pilot and the aircrew have complete
trust in the air traffic controller to lead them
to a safe landfall, as responsibility is fully
shared between the air traffic control units,
its operational departments, its frequencies,
and the pilot.

Trust here means following the instructions
and procedures from the controller, of whom
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the pilot knows nothing except their voice.
The most important things emphasized
by the international aviation organization
are  (communication), the (standard
phraseology manual), (Safety culture), and
the (understanding loop).

Just as the pilot trusts the controller, the
controller trusts the pilot in the following:

¢ That they will understand instructions as
they were said.

¢ That they will read them back correctly
(Read Back).

¢ That they will execute them in a timely
manner.

e That they will report any problem or
operational limitation affecting safety.

e That they will say “Unable” when they
are incapable, instead of trying to execute
something unsafe.

e That they will put safety above any
consideration.

All these references and laws form trust. Let
us take a live example so that the reader can
achieve a deeper and better understanding
of the nature of the relationship. When the
controller asks the pilot to fly on a specific
heading and speed, and to climb to a
specific altitude at a certain rate of climb,
the controller gives all these instructions,
and the pilot repeats all these instructions—
which is (Read Back) as received—
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Distance: Zero

In the name of God,
the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful

‘O you who have
believed, fear Allah
and be with those
who are true (in
words and deeds).”
The Almighty God
has spoken the truth
(Surah At-Tawbah -

Captain Dina Abd El
Ghany

119)

The call for honesty and truthfulness in
the Holy Qur'an did not come merely as a
moral virtue, but rather as a covenant for
all human relations. Wherever honesty and
trustworthiness exist, trust is found.

So, what if trust disappeared from the
aviation world for just a single day?
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What if a pilot doubted the instructions
received from the air traffic controller?

What if a misunderstanding or a false
perception occurred between the two
pillars of aviation?

What if either of them hesitated and lost
contact with the other?

Perhaps everything would continue to
work like clockwork, perhaps radars would
remain illuminated with targets and aircraft
blips, and perhaps we would still hear
waves and transmissions, and maybe and
maybe... but what cannot be assumed or
tolerated to happen is “Survival”!!

Because all calculation algorithms and
assumptions are based primarily on
trust between the pilot and the air traffic
controller, where equations are incomplete
without the (X-Factor). It is the hidden factor
that does not appear on radar screens
and cannot be measured by any unit of
measurement such as (knot — foot — mile —
minutes.... etc.). There is no slot or clause
in any aviation procedure that obligates the
pilot and the controller to mutual trust; it is
the invisible element between them, and
not just them, but the individual, the whole
organization, between the present and
the future, and between experience and
responsibility.
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ICAO recommends that Member States
establish cooperative arrangements in
the field of aviation security with a view
to enhancing the sustainability and
effectiveness of the security network
by avoiding duplication of unnecessary
security procedures and controls.

This approach depends on verifying
the equivalence of security measures,
i.e. ensuring that the security measures
implemented at the airport of origin achieve
a level of security equivalent to the controls
required at the transfer airport.

Conclusion: Where it has been established
that the security controls applied at the
airport of origin achieve equivalent security
outcomes, States may cooperate to avoid
reapplying the same controls at the transfer
airport, thereby maintaining security while
avoiding unnecessary duplication  of
procedures.

Concluding Remarks

At the conclusion of this first part on
the adoption of One-Stop Security
arrangements, it is important to recall the
following:

>
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* The adoption of these arrangements and
the recognition of the equivalence of security
measures between States entail full legal
responsibility and accountability for the
State in respect of flights departing from its
territory. States should therefore determine
whether their national legal framework
permits the establishment of the necessary
arrangements. They should also take into
consideration their legal responsibilities
arising from their international obligations as
incorporated into their domestic legislation.

e States adopting these arrangements must
ensure the protection of the information
exchanged and shared among them
under the procedures and recognition
arrangements governing such information.
The information should be handled and
protected in accordance with the conditions
agreed upon by the parties concerned.

e Such information should not be disclosed
to any other party without the explicit
consent of the States concerned. States
should ensure that access to sensitive
information is limited to persons whose
official duties require such access and
who, where applicable, have obtained the
necessary security clearances.
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Standard 5.5.4

Each Contracting State shall ensure that transfer baggage carried in the hold of an aircraft
is screened prior to being loaded onto an aircraft engaged in commercial air transport
operations, unless it has established and continuously implements, in cooperation with
other Contracting States as appropriate, procedures to ensure that such transfer baggage
has been screened to an appropriate level at the point of origin and subsequently protected
from unauthorized interference from the point where the screening commenced at the
airport of origin until the aircraft departs at the transfer airport.

This Standard confirms that the general
rule is for transfer baggage carried in the
aircraft hold to undergo security screening
before being loaded onto the aircraft at the
transfer airport.

An exception to re-screening at the transfer
airport may apply where reliable and
continuous validation procedures are in
place, in cooperation with other Contracting
States where appropriate, ensuring that:

e the transfer baggage has undergone
appropriate security screening at the airport
of origin;

e the baggage has remained protected
against unauthorized interference following
security screening; and

Recommended Practice 9.4.2

ethe security chain has remained
uninterrupted from the point at which
security screening commenced at the
airport of origin until the aircraft departs for
the transfer airport.

Conclusion regarding transfer baggage:
The absence of re-screening of transfer
baggage at the transfer airport is not
automatic. Rather, it depends on the
existence of a validation and cooperation
system ensuring that the baggage has
been appropriately secured and protected
at the airport of origin and has remained
protected throughout the transfer process
until the aircraft departs.

Each Contracting State should consider establishing cooperative arrangements to
enhance the sustainability of the aviation security network by avoiding duplication of
unnecessary security controls and measures.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization
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. Requirements of Annex 17 — “Security” Concerning the Adoption of One-

Stop Security Arrangements

Standard 3.4.4

Each Contracting State shall ensure that transfer passengers and their cabin baggage are
screened prior to boarding an aircraft engaged in commercial air transport operations,
unless it has established a validation process and, in cooperation with the other
Contracting State as appropriate, continuously implements procedures to ensure that
such passengers and their cabin baggage have been screened to an appropriate level at
the point of origin and have subsequently been protected from unauthorized interference
from the point where the screening commenced at the airport of origin until the aircraft

departs at the transfer airport.

This Standard confirms that the general rule
is for transfer passengers and their carry-
on baggage to undergo security screening
before boarding the aircraft at the transfer
airport.

An exception to re-screening may apply
to passengers who have already been
screened at the airport of origin, provided
that reliable and continuous validation
procedures are in place between the States
concerned to ensure that:

ethe passengers and their carry-on
baggage have undergone appropriate
security measures at the airport of origin;

ethe passengers and baggage have
remained protected against unauthorized
interference following security screening;
and
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e no breach or interference has occurred
that could result in the introduction of
prohibited articles.

This protection must remain in place from
the beginning of the security screening
process at the airport of origin until the
aircraft departs for the transfer airport.

Conclusion regarding transfer passengers:
The absence of re-screening at the transfer
airport is not automatic. It depends on the
existence of equivalent security measures,
continuous validation, and assurance of the
integrity of the security chain between the
airport of origin and the transfer airport.
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the security measures applied at its transfer
airports.

2. Recognition of the Equivalence of Secu-
rity Measures

Recognition of the equivalence of security
measures entails legal obligations and
responsibilities for the States participating
in One-Stop Security arrangements.

Accordingly, when a State or competent
authority recognizes the equivalence of
security measures applied to transfer
passengers and their baggage at the
airport of origin, there must be an agreed
legal mechanism among the States
concerned establishing the rules and
conditions governing both the recognition
process and the withdrawal of such
recognition in the event of breaches
related to the implementation of One-Stop
Security arrangements or deficiencies in
the implementation of security screening
measures applicable to transfer passengers
and their carry-on and checked baggage.

The recognition decision may be multilateral,
bilateral, orunilateral.

3. Continuous Protection

The State of the airport of origin must ensure

that transfer passengers and their carry-on
and checked baggage that have undergone
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security screening are not subjected to any
unauthorized interference from the time of
screening until they board the aircraft.

Such interference includes the mixing of
these passengers with passengers who
have not yet undergone security screening,
or their mixing with arriving passengers. The
same principle applies to baggage, which
must be protected against tampering or the
concealment of prohibited items before it
reaches the aircraft prior to departure.

4. Continuous Oversight

The adoption of One-Stop Security
arrangements and recognition of the
equivalence of the security measures
applied to transfer passengers and their
baggage at the airport of origin do not
exempt the State of the transfer airport
from continuing to monitor the proper
implementation of security procedures in
accordance with the requirements and
conditions agreed upon between the two
States.

The State of the transfer airport should
periodically  conduct quality  control
activities, including audits and inspections,
with the agreement of the State of the
airport of origin and in accordance with the
established recognition mechanism.
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carry-on and checked baggage during the
same journey.

ICAO also considers that the adoption of
such arrangements among States can
strengthen international coordination and
cooperation through the exchange of
expertise and best practices, as well as the
sharing of information on threats and risks
that may target global civil aviation.

Nevertheless, it cannot be overlooked
that the widespread adoption of One-
Stop  Security arrangements,  without
ensuring their proper management in
accordance with national regulations and
ICAO requirements, could contribute to
the propagation of vulnerabilities within the
aviation security system and increase risks
across the global aviation network.

It is therefore important for States that
have adopted, or intend to adopt,
such arrangements to ensure that all
relevant measures and procedures are
implemented comprehensively and reliably.
The implementation of One-Stop Security
arrangements between States also requires
mutual recognition of the equivalence of
security measures and their compliance
with the national requirements of each
participating State, as well as with the
applicable ICAO requirements contained in
the relevant ICAO documents.
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II. The Concept of One-Stop Security

The concept of One-Stop Security means
that a transfer passenger and his or her
baggage, including carry-on and checked
baggage, are not subjected to security
screening at the transfer airport, provided
that the State or competent authority
recognizes the security measures applied
at the airport of origin as equivalent to those
applied at its own airports.

However, exempting transfer passengers
and their baggage from security screening
at the transfer airport is fundamentally
dependent on the existence of appropriate
conditions and safeguards ensuring
the reliability of the security measures
applied. These safeguards must ensure
that prohibited or restricted articles are not
introduced by the transfer passenger or into
his or her baggage.

One-Stop Security arrangements are based
on four key principles:

1. Security Equivalence

Security equivalence refers to the ability of
a State or competent authority to determine
that the procedures and measures applied
at the airport of origin comply with its
national requirements and are equivalent to
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One-Stop Security Arrangements — Requirements and Pre-Recognition

Arrangements

This paper presents
the first part of the
topic of One-Stop
Security (OSS)
arrangements  from
the perspective of
the International Civil
Aviation Organization
(ICAQ). ltexplains the
concept of One-Stop
Security and recalls
the relevant ICAO
requirements. The
second part, which
will  be published
in the next issue, will address the initial
process preceding the recognition of the
equivalence of aviation security measures
applied to transfer passengers and their
baggage, both carry-on and checked
baggage. It will also cover the conditions
for recognition and approval of such
arrangements, as well as the advantages
and disadvantages of adopting them from
the ICAO perspective.

Eng. Atef Ajili

Aviation Security Ex-

pert Consultant

ICAO Aviation Security
Auditor

|. Introduction

Aviation security is a fundamental
responsibility of States. In fulfilling their
national and international obligations,
States seek to continuously develop their
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aviation security systems in response
to the evolving nature of threats and the
diversification of methods used to carry out
attacks targeting civil aviation within their
territories.

In view of the continued growth of global
civil aviation and the significant increase
in passenger traffic through airports
worldwide, it has become important to
develop new and more efficient models and
arrangements capable of accommodating
this growth, without overlooking the security
concerns associated with the expansion of
air transport and the consequent need to
strengthen relevant security controls and
measures. This is essential to achieving
the highest possible levels of security and
safety while ensuring the sustainability and
efficiency of global air transport.

AmongthearrangementspromotedbyICAO
in recent years, particular attention may be
given to the adoption by Member States of
One-Stop Security (OSS) arrangements.
These arrangements offer significant
benefits in facilitating the movement of
transfer passengers and their baggage
through airports while avoiding duplication
of security procedures, particularly the
screening of transfer passengers and their
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Aviation and Sustainability.

A Commitment in Line with Global Transformatior

Sustainability and environmental protection have become key priorities in
the global aviation industry, as the sector moves towards reducing .
emissions, improving operational efficiency and developing solutions that &
contribute to achieving climate action goals. i
In the Sultanate of Oman, this area forms part of the efforts to develop the
aviation sector, through the monitoring of requirements to reduce carbon
emissions, strengthening the participation of national airlines in relevant P
international programmes, and enhancing preparedness to address i
requirements. ’ _
These efforts include the State’s voluntary action plan for reducing carb
emissions from international aviation, as well as the participation of natic
airlines in the CORSIA scheme, and the monitoring and verification of
emissions reports. N

The National Aviation Strategy 2040 also includes priorities related o '
environmental sustainability, in line with international developmerﬂ'ﬁ
supporting the efficiency of the sector and its readiness for the next ph
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the sector and creating new requirements
for regulators, airports, airlines and other
aviation  stakeholders.

From Active Engagement to Future
Readiness

The Sultanate of Oman’s active engagement
in the Arab and international aviation
community is not a separate objective from
the development of the sector at the national
level. Rather, it forms part of an integrated
approach that brings together participation,
knowledge exchange, partnership building,
learning from international experience, and
preparedness for future transformations.

As the aviation industry continues to evolve,
it becomes increasingly important for

>

the national aviation system to anticipate
changes, prepare for them at an early stage,
and capitalize on the opportunities created
by new technologies and emerging fields,
while maintaining high levels of safety,
efficiency and sustainability.

Against this backdrop, the Sultanate of
Oman is moving towards a new phase in the
development of its aviation sector, building
on its accumulated expertise, infrastructure
and regional and international presence. By
leveraging partnerships and cooperation,
and investing in people and technology,
Oman is strengthening the sector’s capacity
to sustain its growth and contribute to the
objectives of national development.

U T o
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considerations, in line with international
developments and with the objective of
enhancing the sector’s efficiency and
readiness for the next phase.

From Active Engagement to Future

Prospects: Oman in the Arab and
International Aviation Community
The role of States in the international

aviation community is no longer limited to
participation in meetings and events. It is
increasingly measured by their contribution
to the work of committees and technical
groups, the exchange of expertise, the
development of partnerships, and their
participation in shaping and advancing
relevant standards and practices. In
this context, the Sultanate of Oman has
strengthened its presence in Arab and
international aviation forums, drawing on
its accumulated national expertise and
the continued development of its domestic
regulatory, technical and operational
capabilities.

Active Engagement in the Arab and
International Aviation Community

Oman’s engagement in the Arab and
international aviation community extends
beyond participation in meetings and
events to include contributions to the work
of specialized committees and technical
groups, as well as discussions on issues
related to the development of the aviation
sector and keeping pace with its evolving
requirements.

This engagement is reflected in the Sultanate of
Oman’s participation in the work of the International
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Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ), the Arab Civil Avi-
ation Organization (ACAQ), and other specialized fo-
rums, alongside the contributions of Omani profes-
sionals in a range of technical and regulatory fields.
Oman’s role has also been reflected in its hosting of
a number of specialized regional and international
meetings and workshops.

Partnerships and Cooperation: A
Gateway to Knowledge Exchange and
Sector Development

Engagement in regional and international
forums goes hand in hand with expanding
areas of cooperation and partnership.
Agreements, technical cooperation and the
exchange of expertise provide channels
for benefiting from international experience
and strengthening national capabilities.

Such partnerships also create opportunities
for cooperation in emerging areas linked
to technological development, digital
transformation, sustainability and other
fields that continue to expand within the

aviation industry.

The Aviation Industry Is Changing:
Today’s Engagement Preparing for
Tomorrow’s Requirements

Alongside strengthening its engagement
in the regional and international aviation
community, the Sultanate of Oman is
operating within an aviation industry
undergoing rapid transformation.
Technological development, digital
transformation, the growing reliance on
data, sustainability requirements, and the
emergence of new fields such as Advanced
Air Mobility are reshaping the nature of
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the development of the sector during the
coming phase, through enhancing its
efficiency and competitiveness, developing
air  connectivity, infrastructure  and
services, building national capabilities, and
maximizing the economic value of aviation
by linking its growth to the broader pathways
of economic diversification, particularly
tourism, logistics, trade and investment,
in line with the objectives of Oman Vision
2040.

In this context, the Civil Aviation Authority
continues to play its role in regulating the
civil aviation sector, enhancing its safety
and security, developing air navigation
and meteorological services, supporting
the growth of the sector and empowering
its various components, while also
strengthening Arab and international
cooperation and participating in specialized
organizations, committees and meetings.

The Authority’s contribution to the 2026
edition of the Arab Aviation Magazine
provides a comprehensive overview of
the civil aviation sector in the Sultanate of
Oman. It goes beyond presenting figures
and achievements to address the aviation
system from its various dimensions, ranging
from vision and strategy to regulation
and operations, safety and security, air
connectivity, environmental sustainability,
crisis management, public awareness,
national human capital development, the
role and participation of Omani women, and
preparedness for the future of the aviation
industry.

Through a series of articles, interviews and
specialized analyses, this feature highlights
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Oman’s experience in developing its civil
aviation sector and the transformation and
integration taking place across its aviation
system. It also sheds light on the ongoing
efforts to strengthen the sector’s readiness
and enhance its capacity to keep pace with
the rapid transformations shaping the future
of the aviation industry.

Aviation and Sustainability: A
Commitment Aligned with the Global
Transition

Sustainability and environmental protection
have become key priorities for the global
aviation industry, as the sector moves
towards reducing emissions, improving
operational efficiency, and developing
solutions that contribute to achieving
climate action goals.

In the Sultanate of Oman, this agenda forms
an integral part of the efforts to develop
the aviation sector, through monitoring
requirements related to carbon emissions
reduction, strengthening the participation
of national airlines in relevant international
programmes, and enhancing preparedness
to meet future requirements.

These efforts include the State Action
Plan for the voluntary reduction of carbon
emissions from international aviation, as
well as the participation of national airlines
in the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA),
including the monitoring and reporting of
emissions and their verification.

The National Aviation Strategy 2040 also
incorporates environmental sustainability
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Civil Aviation in the Sultanate of Oman: An Integrated System, Advancing

Achievements, and a Vision for the Future

The civil aviation sector is undergoing
rapid transformations that are reshaping
the nature of the industry and its
requirements. These developments are
driving States to modernize their aviation
systems, enhance the efficiency of their
infrastructure and services, strengthen
safety and security standards, and keep
pace with technological and operational
advancements. At the same time, they are
encouraging the development of national
capabilities capable of capitalizing on the
new opportunities emerging within the
aviation industry.

In the Sultanate of Oman, these
transformations have been reflected in
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a continuous process of developing the
civil aviation sector across its various
components, encompassing regulation
and legislation, airports, air transport,
air  navigation, meteorology, safety
and security, as well as environmental
protection, digital transformation, modern
technologies and emerging areas. This
reflects the sector’s evolution towards
a more integrated system, in which
regulation,  operations, infrastructure,
human resources and modern technologies
interact to enhance the sector’s efficiency
and support its sustainable growth.

Within this context, the National Aviation
Strategy 2040 provides a framework for
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Omani women working
in the aviation sector
(as of the end of the first
half of 2026)
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A Presence in Positions of Responsibility and
Management

86

Omani women in leadership
positions

20%

of total leadership positions

The presence of Omani women in the
aviation sector has extended to positions
of responsibility and leadership,
including areas such as regulation,
oversight, and the management of
specialized portfolios. One notable
example is the appointment of an Omani
woman as Director General of Civil
Aviation Regulation at the Civil Aviation
Authority.
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of the national
workforce in the
sector

Specialization and
02 @ Expertise

Participation Across Diverse Technical and
Professional Fields

827

Omani women working in the
aviation sector

16%

of the national workforce in the
sector

The participation of Omani women
extends across a range of professional
and technical fields, reflecting the
expanding pool of national talent and the
growing diversity of career opportunities
within the aviation sector.
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Om_ani Women in the
Aviation Sector

The civil aviation sector in the Sultanate of Oman has witnessed
an expansion in the participation of Omani women, who are
increasingly represented in leadership and management
positions, as well as in technical specializations and field
operations related to aviation activities. This reflects the
confidence placed in their capabilities and their role in advan-
cing the sector and shaping its future.

Omani women in
leadership
positions

20%

of total leadership
positions
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From the Field to
03 Athe Future

Field Operations and Emerging Career

The participation of Omani women is not
limited to administrative positions, but
extends to field and operational roles. With
the introduction of new technologies, digital
transformation, advanced air mobility and
unmanned aircraft, the range of specializa-
tions and professional opportunities available
to Omani women continues to expand.
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its skills whenever the boundaries of the
industry move. The future does not reward
accumulated knowledge alone; but the
ability for that knowledge not to become a
constraint on what comes after.

Oman has what gives this bet a meaning that
goes beyond economics. It is the one that
made peace a language for its presence,
and dialogue a bridge when paths narrow
between others; and in that is a philosophy
that finds in aviation a different extension
for it. Both, in their own way, resist distance:
peace opens the way between positions
when they diverge, and aviation opens
the way between people and places when
geography separates them. If the former has
given Oman a presence that goes beyond
its location, the latter gives its children a
new horizon to carry that presence to the
future.

Hence the aviation strategy acquires
its further human meaning. It does not
draw the future of aircraft, airports, and
technologies as much as it draws the place
of the Omani human within the future that
these transformations create. The true value
of technology does not begin when it enters

>

the industry, but when it raises the human’s
position in it; when it opens up higher roles
for the Omani in innovation, leadership,
and creating solutions, so that he is not a
consumer of a future that reaches him after
it is created by others, but present in the
space where it is created.

Here, with the aviation strategy, anew Omani
story begins; a story that does not cut its
connection with what the past decades have
built, but starts from the height to which they
have brought it. If the first chapters wrote
the story of the Omani human building his
place in the aviation industry, then chapter
2040 begins from status, not place; from
the Omani being where ideas are formed,
technologies evolve, and the features of the
coming aviation are drawn. The strategy
does not only open new routes in the sky
for Oman, but opens a wider space for
its children in the world. And if Oman has
known throughout its history how to make its
location a bridge to the world, then its next
story is to make its people a bridge to the
future; so that Oman’s share of tomorrow
is not what reaches it from it, but what its
children can add to it.
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Aviation Strategy 2040: From Owning
Knowledge to Creating the Future
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NATIONAL AVATON STRATEGY
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In an industry that measures its movement
in seconds, 2040 seems distant on the
calendar, and close in human life. The child
who enters school today may stand at that
horizon before systems not yet designed,
decisions shared by human expertise and
algorithms, and professions whose names
have not yet settled. Here lies the paradox
of the future: to prepare today the person
who will lead an industry whose features are
not yet complete.

The aviation strategy sets ambitious
economic features for that horizon: more
than 40 million passengers, about one
million tons of air cargo, more than one
billion Omani Rials in cumulative private
sector investments, and a contribution
exceeding 3.5% of GDP. However, these
numbers measure the size of the future
more than they measure the ability to create
it; between the target and reality stands the
human as the force that transforms ambition
into economy.
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At its core, the strategy’s projects do not
come to expand air traffic alone, but to
reposition Oman in a world where maps of
travel, trade, and investment are changing;
so that its location is not just a point that
movement passes through, but a platform
around which value is generated. Here the
meaning of growth goes beyond the number
of passengers, the volume of cargo, and
investment to what Oman can retain of the
value of that growth within its economy, and
what it can build on in terms of status in a
global industry.

But the road to that status passes through
an industry whose technology is redefining it
fromwithin. Artificialintelligence, automation,
data, and emerging technologies do not just
add new tools to aviation; they change the
boundaries of the profession, redistribute
roles between humans and machines, and
raise the value of the ability to innovate,
analyze, and make decisions. Therefore,
the bet of 2040 does not lie in introducing
technology into the industry alone, but in the
Omani human advancing with it; so that the
machine’s capability does not expand while
the human’s space narrows, but the value of
the role he can play rises with technology.

Here, qualification takes on a different
meaning. What creates superiority today
may become tomorrow the minimum
for competition, and what represents a
rare specialty now may be redefined by
technology within years. Therefore, the
value of the coming human capital lies
not in how much it knows alone, but in
its ability to learn, transform, and rebuild
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heart of this scene, Omani women have
entered some of the most specialized and
responsible professions; as a pilot, air
traffic controller, air navigation engineer,
and flight attendant. Thus the national
presence is no longer concentrated at the
edges of the industry, but extended across
the professional chain through which a flight
moves from sky to ground.

But maturity is not measured by the breadth
of this map alone; but by the quality of
value that has come to be formed within
it. Competencies that began in some
specialties as recipients of expertise,
have accumulated from practice and
specialization what has moved them from
the stage of catching up to parity; and in
some areas, national expertise has reached
advanced competitive levels regionally,
and has moved from receiving knowledge
to transferring it and contributing to the
development of professional practice. Here
the criterion of success itself changes, from
reaching the industry standard to being
able to add to it.

This shift carries an economic meaning
that goes beyond the profession itself.
In knowledge-intensive industries,
competencies are not equal merely by
equal numbers; the value of human capital
rises the rarer its specialization, the deeper
its experience, and the heavier the decision
it can bear. Hence the question is no longer
about the size of the national workforce
alone, but about the value it has come to
store within it; between an employee who
performs a job, and an expert who can
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interpret complexity, make decisions, and
transfer his experience, the value that
the sector retains from its human capital
changes.

However, true maturity does not mean
declaringthe experience complete. Between
specialties in which national expertise has
been consolidated, and others that still
face challenges in building, attracting, and
retaining competencies, a more important
sign of maturity appears: the ability to see
the gap without the achievement obscuring
it. The higher the level of expertise, the
higher the definition of what is missing; what
was a ceiling for ambition in one phase
becomes a floor for a higher challenge in
the next phase.

Here appears the farthest return of decades
of human building. What was built to meet
the needs of a phase did not remain captive
to it, but became a national asset that raises
the starting point for what comes after. And
that is the deeper outcome of specialized
maturity: that Omani competence moves
from proving its ability to bear the
responsibility of the industry to deepening
the value it adds to it. From this base begins
the horizon of 2040; when the challenge is
not only in how much Oman has mastered
of today’s industry, but in the ability of its
people to find their place in an industry
being reshaped for the future.
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Figures are only the visible surface of a
deeper transformation. What expanded was
notonly the Omani presence; what changed,
in depth, is the home of knowledge itself.
Knowledge that was summoned to operate
the industry began to settle in the person
and the institution and accumulate across
generations. Here, capacity building goes
beyond job accounting to the economy of
value; for a citizen to occupy a job increases
his share of work, but for its knowledge
to settle in the homeland increases the
homeland’s share of the value created by
the industry.

And that is the further outcome of the
capacity building phase: what began as a
reliance imposed by the gap of beginnings,
matured into a national balance of
knowledge, expertise, and decision-making
ability. The most important transformation
was not that the Omani found his place in
a global industry, but that the knowledge of
that industry found its roots in Oman. When it
took root, the direction of ambition changed
with it, from possessing knowledge to
deepening it, from mastering the profession
to expanding its boundaries, and from
building presence to creating impact. From
here begins another phase; not measured
by the breadth of competencies, but by the
depth of what they can add to the industry.

Specialized Maturity

With the expansion of Omani civil aviation,
the question is no longer how many
competencies the industry can build, but
what depth that competence can reach.
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The more the sector matured, the more
general knowledge became insufficient and
the value of rare knowledge rose; that which
is not granted by a certificate alone, but is
refined by practice, tested by complexity,
and given its true weight by the responsibility
of decision-making. Thus the success of the
capacity building phase raised the level of
the challenge itself: from building a person
capable of performing the profession, to
building expertise capable of adding to it.

Accordingly, the nature of investment in
qualification changed. With the expansion
of Oman’s ability to build its specialties
internally, international cooperation turned
more towards rarer and more advanced
knowledge. Learning was no longer just a
path to competence, but became a tool to
deepen it; professional knowledge reaches
its highest value when it transforms, through
practice, into insight that sees beyond
procedure, judgment that weighs decisions,
and experience that can deal with cases for
which rules do not provide a ready answer.

Perhaps the most honest account of
the outcome of this transformation is
the map of responsibility now borne by
Omani competencies. Air traffic control
and meteorology are now run by Omani
competencies, and the national presence
has been consolidated in air navigation
engineering and technical, security, safety,
and oversight, and extended through
airlines and airports to pilots, cabin crews,
operations, engineering, maintenance,
operations, handling, and cargo. At the
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growing; complexity was growing with it,
and each success in building competence
raised the level of the next challenge.

Thus the nature of the issue changed
over time, from providing competence to
deepening it, from learning the profession
to bearing its responsibility, and from
receiving expertise to being able to transfer
it and build upon it. Quietly, the title of
knowledge itself was changing; what Oman
in its beginnings needed to summon from
abroad, began to find in the Omani person
and the Omani institution a home where it
accumulates.

From here, Omanization goes beyond its
numerical logic. Numbers can count who
entered the industry, but alone they cannot
measure how much of its capability the
homeland has come to own. The deeper
transformation was not that the Omani
became part of aviation, but that aviation
knowledge became part of the national
balance; a transition from ownership of the
job to ownership of capability.

Figures show the extent of the distance
this journey has covered. From a limited
national presence at the beginning of the
Renaissance, the Omanization rate in the
civil aviation sector reached about 82% by
the end of the first half of 2026. The rate
reached 100% in a number of specialized
jobs, including air navigation engineering
and technical, aviation security, and
meteorology. The Omanization rate among
air traffic controllers reached 93%, among
pilots 71%, cabin crew 61%, engineering
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and maintenance 87 %, passenger services
98%, and air cargo 89%. As for air safety
inspection, the rate reached 20%; a rate
that is still below the level of ambition, in
a rare specialty where the cost of building
expertise is high and competition for its
competencies is intense, while efforts are
underway to expand the base of Omani
competencies and raise Omanization levels.

In this expansion, the presence of Omani
women has grown to become part of the
professional base of the sector; by the end
of the first half of 2026, the number of Omani
women working in it reached about 827
women, representing 16% of the national
workforce, and the number of Omani
women in leadership positions in the sector
reached 86, representing 20% of the total
leadership positions. It is a presence that
not only added a number to participation,
but expanded the talent base from which the
industry draws its expertise and leadership.

Behind these results, a long effort in building
and developing human capabilities has
accumulated; through specialized training
and qualification, professional practice, and
transfer of expertise, until the knowledge that
began to be summoned from abroad found
its way inward, and settled in competencies
and institutions. Investing in people was
not an effort for a passing phase, but an
extended path that contributed to building
expertise, enhancing the ability to bear
responsibility, and consolidating knowledge
within the sector.
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from the sea alone, but the sky became
a new extension of Oman’s location, and
aviation a means to transform location into
movement, and movement into value. As if
Oman did not change its relationship with
the world as much as it changed the space
through which it practices that relationship;
from a horizon carried by ships, to a horizon
carried by wings.

But turning this horizon into capability was
not easy. Oman was entering an industry
preceded by decades of knowledge
and regulation, while its educational and
institutional base was still forming. A
young national experience had to reach
the standards of a mature industry that
does not grant the novelty of experience
an exemption from its conditions; safety
does not give beginnings a grace period,
and responsibility is not lightened by lack of
experience.

Here was the paradox of capacity building:
Oman had to develop its aviation sector,
and at the same time create the national
competence capable of carrying its
responsibilities; two paths that did not have
the luxury of one waiting for the other. Sector
growth could not wait for national expertise
to be complete, nor was it possible to
shorten the time of expertise at the expense
of professional standards. Between an
ambition that wanted to accelerate, and a
responsibility that required competence to
mature in its own time, the challenge was
to expand national participation without
lowering the standard.
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From this paradox, the logic of the phase
was born: that external expertise would
be a bridge, not a residence, and that
education, training, and practice would
become a path through which knowledge
would be transferred inward and take root.
What was required was not to prepare a
citizen tofill a job, but to build a professional
capable of bearing its responsibility. Thus
Omanization acquired its deeper meaning:
the professional standard was not lowered
to widen national participation; national
competence was raised until it reached its
standard.

Investing in people was, in essence, an
investment in time. Knowledge does not
mature on command, and experience
cannot be rushed in what practice grants
in judgment and maturity. But the time that
seemed at first to be a cost of building
competence, as generations passed,
turned into accumulated capital; because
what one generation bequeaths to the next
is not only what it learned, but the distance
it will not have to travel again.

While this balance was forming, the map of
Omani civil aviation was expanding; from
limited civil beginnings and Bait Al Falg]
Airport, to the opening of Seeb International
Airport in 1973, then to a more extensive
and complex system. With each expansion,
the industry demanded a higher level of
specialization in air traffic control, navigation,
engineering, aviation, safety, security,
operations, airports, handling, and cargo.
It was not the infrastructure alone that was
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*Human Capital at the Heart of the Omani Civil Aviation Story*

Zahraa bint Saif Al-Muniji

Advisor to the Chairman of Civil Aviation
Authority for Human Resources

Aviation has two faces: one seen by the eye,
and another crafted by knowledge far from
departure lounges and runway extensions.
The first is drawn by aircraft, airports, and
navigation systems; the second is made
by humans, silently, behind the safety of
a flight, the discipline of an airspace, and
the trust of an entire system. Technology
gives aviation its tools, but it is humans
who give it meaning; turning technology
into capability, capability into value, and
knowledge into decisions.

And here, the power of money ends and the
power of time begins. An aircraft may arrive
with a deal, an airport may rise in years,
and a navigation system may be installed
in months; but expertise has no market that
sells its years. It is an asset that matures
only with time, and its value rises only
with what practice tests and responsibility
refines. This is why human capital in civil
aviation is based on a different economy;
an economy measured not by what was
spent on a person alone, but by what time
has built in them in terms of judgment,
and what they are able to leave behind in
knowledge.
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From here begins a story nottold by runways
nor recorded by aircraft movements; the
story of the Omani human as he enters,
with his country, a new era. The sky that
opened before the Sultanate of Oman
was not just a new domain for movement,
but a responsibility that man had to grow
into, knowledge he had to possess, and a
horizon that widened as his ability to reach
it widened.

*Phase of National Capacity Building*

With the dawn of the Blessed Renaissance
in 1970, the Sultanate of Oman was not
expanding a fully-founded state; it was
building the foundation itself. Roads,
schools, services, and institutions were
forming at the same time, and resources
were distributed among necessities where
one could not wait for the other. In a country
whose need for development was wider
than its base of qualified human resources,
scarcity was not only financial; the qualified
human himself was one of the rarest assets
of development.

Oman has a memory with distance that
is older than the modern state; its fleets
throughout history created a presence that
went beyond the shoreline, transforming
the sea from a geographical barrier into a
domain of movementand influence. With the
modern era, this extension took on another
dimension; geography was no longer read
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and contributes to supporting tourism and
investment.

He pointed out the importance of focusing
on operational efficiency and the passenger
experience, in addition to building strategic
partnerships, stressing that continued
progress in this field depends on the
integration of the aviation system, including
modern infrastructure and airports, safe
and efficient air navigation, and a regulatory
system capable of keeping pace with the
requirements of the future.

SalamAir expands travel options and
enhances air connectivity

What role can low-cost aviation play in
expanding travel options and enhancing air
connectivity between Oman and regional
andinternationalmarkets, and howimportant
is the integration between carriers, airports
and regulators in supporting the growth of
air traffic?

Mr. Adrian Hamilton-Mans, Chief Executive
Officer of SalamAir, stated that low-cost
aviation plays a pivotal role in making air
travel more accessible to larger segments
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of passengers, as well as enhancing air
connectivity between Oman and promising
underserved markets for air transport in the
Middle East, Africa, Asia and Europe.

This contributes to enhancing travel options
and responding to growing demand, with
a focus on operational efficiency and
providing services that are in line with the
needs of travelers.

He pointed out that the integration between
air carriers, airports, regulators and various
components of the sector is an important
factor in supporting the growth of air traffic
and enhancing the ability of the aviation
system to respond to market demands.

These opinions, despite their different fields,
reveal one fact, which is that the civil aviation
sector in the Sultanate of Oman is a single
system in which multiple roles are integrated,
as the organization sets frameworks and
standards, air navigation manages traffic
in the airspace, meteorology provides
information that supports the soundness
of the decision, and the system extends
to governorates, airports, air carriers and
aviation-related services, while the media
contributes to building awareness and
introducing the community to this system
and its specializations.

Investing in national competencies and
modern technologies, raising operational
efficiency, and enhancing integration
between the various components of the
sector remain among the most prominent
factors that will support its ability to keep
pace with the upcoming transformations.
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technologies, enhance air connectivity and
trade and investment opportunities?

Mr. Haitham Al Taie, Acting Chief Executive
Officer of Oman Airports, said that Oman
Airports seeks to provide an integrated
Omani experience  that  combines
operational efficiency, quality of services
and hospitality, in order to enhance the role
of airports in connecting the Sultanate of
Oman to the world and supporting tourism,
trade and economic growth.

He explained that Oman Airports continues
to develop the passenger experience and
employ digital technologies and solutions,
in addition to enhancing sustainability,
expanding the horizons of cooperation and
partnerships, and creating an attractive
environment for commercial and investment
opportunities related to the aviation sector
and airports.

He added that work is being done in
cooperation with partners to enhance
air connectivity and attract more airlines
and destinations, in order to enhance the
competitiveness of the Sultanate of Oman’s
airports and support its presence on the
regional and international aviation map.
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Oman Air Enhances Air Connectivity and
International Presence

As the national airline, how does Oman Air
contribute to enhancing air connectivity
and connecting the Sultanate of Oman to
global markets and destinations, and what
is the importance of integration between
the carrier, airports, regulators and other
components of the aviation system in
achieving this?

In this context, Mr. Nasser bin Ahmed Al
Shariji, Chief Executive Officer of Oman Air,
explained that air connectivity is one of the
important factors in supporting economic
growth, and that the national carrier plays
a role in connecting the Sultanate of Oman
to the world, and opening the way for the
movement of people, businesses and
opportunities.

He explained that the trend is not limited
to adding new destinations, but also
moves towards developing a valuable
air connection that supports economic
development, meets the needs of travelers,
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way that contributes to benefiting from the
tourism and economic components enjoyed
by Dhofar, and supports its presence within
the aviation and transport system in the
Sultanate of Oman.

Support services are a pillar to empower
competencies and enhance the readiness
of the sector

In a specialized and multi-disciplinary sector
such as civil aviation, what role do support
services play in providing the institutional
environment that enables the various units
and disciplines to perform their roles, and
in developing competencies and raising
readiness for the next stage?

In this context, Mr. Hussain bin Salem Al
Rahbi, Director General of Support Services
at the Civil Aviation Authority, stressed
that support services are one of the main
enablers of the work of any institutional
system, and their importance increases in
a specialized and multi-disciplinary sector
such as the civil aviation sector, which
depends on the integration of roles and
the availability of competencies, resources
and systems that support the continuity and
efficiency of work.

He explainedthattherole of support services
is to provide the institutional environment
that enables various units and disciplines to
perform their roles efficiently, by supporting
human resources, developing capabilities,
providing the necessary resources and
services, in addition to enhancing the
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efficiency of procedures and benefiting
from modern solutions and technologies.

He added that the next phase requires a
greaterfocuson building national capacities,
developing the work environment, and
raising institutional readiness, in line with the
objectives of the National Aviation Strategy
2040 and supporting the Authority’s ability
to perform its organizational and technical
roles efficiently and sustainably.

From organization to  operation.
Translating the development of the
system into reality

After reviewing the organizational, technical
and media aspects, the picture is completed
by moving on to the main operators of the
sector, as the experiences of the carriers
and airports reflect the operational aspect
of the aviation system, and the associated
air connectivity, services and passenger
experience.

Oman Airports Sector Gateway and
Passenger Experience

As air traffic grows and passenger
expectations evolve, how is Oman Airports
working to improve operational efficiency
and passenger experience, employ modern
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maintain the safety of air traffic and enhance
its streamlining.

Meteorology. Information that supports
the safety of the weather decision

What role does the meteorological system
play in supporting the safety and efficiency
of aviation operations, and how can modern
technologies and advanced data enhance
its capabilities in dealing with weather
phenomena and climate variables?

For his part, Mr. Abdullah bin Rashid Al
Khadoori, Director General of Meteorology
at the Civil Aviation Authority, pointed
out that meteorology plays a key role
in supporting the safety and efficiency
of aviation operations, by providing
information, data and weather forecasts
that help the concerned authorities and
workers in the aviation sector to plan and
make appropriate decisions.

He explained that the development
of monitoring, analysis and modelling
technologies has contributed to enhancing
the ability of the meteorological system
to provide more accurate and timely
information, which supports dealing with
various weather phenomena affecting air
traffic.

He added that climate changes and
extreme weather phenomena impose the
need to continue developing monitoring,
forecasting and warning capabilities, and to
benefit from modern technologies and data,
in order to enhance the readiness of the
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aviation sector to deal with various weather
conditions.

Aviation in Dhofar Governorate. Supporting
Movement and Development

In light of the geographical and climatic
specificity of Dhofar Governorate and
its tourism and economic status, what is
the role played by the aviation sector in
supporting movement and development
in the governorate, and what are the most
prominent opportunities for the development
of air connectivity and related services?

Mr. Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Yafei,
Director General of the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation in Dhofar Governorate,
said that the aviation sector represents
one of the important enablers of tourism
and economic movement in Dhofar
Governorate, by enhancing the ease of
access to the governorate and linking it to
various destinations, and the consequent
support for tourism, trade and economic
movement.

He explained that the governorate is
characterized by a climatic and tourist
characteristic, especially during the autumn
season, which requires an advanced level
of readiness and coordination between the
various relevant authorities to ensure the
continuity and efficiency of air operations.

He pointed out that there are opportunities
to continue developing the aviation sector
in the governorate and enhancing air
connectivity and related services, in a
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the opportunities that this sector provides to
national competencies.

Regulation and legislation. Keeping pace
with the developments of the aviation
industry

With the aviation industry accelerating in
its operational and technical fields, what
requirements does the regulatory system in
the Sultanate of Oman need to keep pace
with these developments, maintain safety,
security, and efficiency and support the
competitiveness of the sector?

Ms. Rawya bint Nasser Al-Adawi, Director
General of Civil Aviation Regulation at the
Civil Aviation Authority, stressed that the
continued development of the civil aviation
sector requires the existence of a regulatory
system capable of keeping pace with the
developments in the aviation industry,
enhancing the levels of safety, security
and efficiency, while continuing to develop
legislation, regulations and procedures in
accordance with international standards
and practices.

She explained that the rapid developments
in the fields of aviation and modern
technologies call for the continuous
development of regulatory frameworks,
which allows to benefit from these
developmentsinanorderly and safe manner,
supports innovation and investment, and
enhances the competitiveness of the sector.

She added that the next phase requires
achieving greater integration between
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regulation and operational and technical
developments, in addition to developing
national competencies, in a way that
contributes to building a regulatory
environment capable of supporting the
objectives of the National Aviation Strategy
2040.

Air Navigation. Traffic Management and
Airspace Efficiency Enhancement

As air traffic grows and airspace
management requirements evolve, what are
the top priorities that Oman’s air navigation
system needs to enhance safety, efficiency
and air traffic flow?

Mr. Saleh bin Abdullah Al Harthi, Director
General of Air Navigation at the Civil Aviation
Authority, said that keeping pace with the
growth of air traffic requires continuing to
develop the air navigation system in terms
of systems, technologies, infrastructure
and procedures, in addition to investing in
specialized national competencies.

He explained that efficient airspace
management depends on the integration
of various elements of the system, the
exchange of information, and the use of
technologies and data to support decision-
making and air traffic management.

He pointed out that with the continuous
development of the aviation industry, the
importance of employing modern systems
and data will increase in improving the
efficiency of operations and raising the
ability to deal with variables, in order to
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Press Poll

Oman’s Civil Aviation Sector is an Integrated System toward a More Ready

Future

The civil aviation sector is no longer a
system limited to aircraft and airports, but
has become an integrated sector in which
the roles of regulation, air navigation,
meteorology, air transport, operational
services, safety, modern technologies
and human resources overlap, making
the integration of these components a key
element in the efficiency and sustainability
of the sector’s growth.

In the Sultanate of Oman, the civil aviation
sector continued to develop in line with the
changes in the aviation industry globally,
taking advantage of the Sultanate’s
geographical location, infrastructure, and
national expertise, and the trend towards
developing a more efficient, sustainable
and responsive sector to the demands of
the future.

In this survey, Arabian Aviation Magazine
sheds light on the sector with a number
of leaders, officials and workers in the
components of the civil aviation sector, to
identify the most prominent aspects that
make up this system, so that each of them
presents their vision from the reality of their
specialization, so that these opinions are
gathered in one image that reflects the
reality of the sector, its development paths
and its future aspirations.
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Media and awareness. Building a culture
of aviation in the community

In light of the multiplicity of fields in the
aviation sector and the development of its
specializations, what role can specialized
media play in building an aviation culture in
society, and introducing new generations
to the specializations of the sector and the
professional opportunities it provides?

Mr. Hamed bin Ahmed Al Barashidi,
Director General of Planning at the Civil
Aviation Authority, said that specialized
media is an important means to introduce
the community to the civil aviation sector,
its components and specializations,
especially that many areas of work in the
sector may not be sufficiently known to the
public. He explained that it is important that
media content goes beyond just reporting
news to providing specialized knowledge
and information in a simplified and reliable
manner, and introducing the nature of
business, specializations and professional
opportunities provided by the aviation
sector.

He added that digital platforms represent
an opportunity to reach out more to the
youth by providing continuous content
that helps them learn about the aviation
sector and its educational and professional
paths, and enhances their connection to
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e At the end of this conversation, what
message would you like to convey to Omani
youth and national talents who are preparing
to take the lead in the aviation sector in
the coming years, amid the technological
and operational changes the sector is
experiencing?

The aviation sector is one of those constantly
evolving sectors, opening wide opportunities
for national talents in various fields, including
engineering, air navigation, meteorology,
safety and security, technology, economics,
transportation, and many other aviation-
related areas. | encourage young Omanis
to explore these fields and take advantage
of the opportunities available for learning,
training, and development. The future of the
sector needs national professionals who

have the knowledge, skills, and ability to
keep up with developments.

We view national talents as one of the most
important elements for the sustainability
of the sector, and we work to ensure that
the aviation environment in Oman can
empower these talents and provide them
with opportunities to participate in building
the future of the sector.

The ambition we are working for today is
to make the Omani civil aviation system
more integrated, efficient, and ready, so
the sector continues contributing to the
national development journey toward a
more sustainable and competitive future.
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Readiness, crises, and the future of the
sector

e From your experience in managing and
organizing the sector, what are the main
lessons that have strengthened the civil
aviation system’s readiness to deal with
crises and the changes happening in the
aviation industry globally?

Experiences in the aviation sector,
especially the COVID-19 pandemic, along
with geopolitical changes and situations in
the region and the world, have shown that
readiness must be an ongoing approach in
managing a sector that is naturally linked
to regional and international developments.
These circumstances highlighted the
importance of having a system capable
of early monitoring changes, assessing
risks, making quick decisions, coordinating
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between different entities, and ensuring
the continuity of operations and services
according to priorities that place safety and
security first,

These experiences also showed that
crisis management in the aviation sector
doesn’t start when a crisis hits, but starts
beforehand through planning, boosting
readiness, updating procedures, and
establishing clear channels for coordination
and response. In the Sultanate of Oman,
the accumulated experience of dealing with
various situations has helped strengthen
the system’s ability to adapt to changes and
respond more flexibly, while maintaining
the continuity of essential services and the
reliability of operations.

And the most important lesson is that
being ready doesn’t mean being prepared
for just one scenario but rather building
an institutional capacity to deal with
different variables, some of which can be
predicted, and some may arise suddenly.
That's why we continue to develop the
risk management and response system,
strengthen the integration between the
sector's components, and enhance the
efficiency of our national staff, so that we
can handle current and future changes with
confidence and flexibility. | think this point
is important for the coming phase; as the
global aviation industry becomes more
interconnected, flexibility, readiness, and
quick response become key elements in
the sector’s sustainability and in boosting its
ability to continue playing its role in serving
the national economy.
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connectivity, enhancing the efficiency of
airports and related services, expanding
air cargo and logistics services, as well
as capitalizing on the Sultanate of Oman’s
geographic location and strengthening its
presence on regional and international air
traffic routes.

New opportunities are also emerging in
connection with modern technologies and
future aviation fields, including advanced
air mobility, as well as opportunities for
developing  aviation-related  industries
and services. Investment in national talent
remains one of the most important of these
areas, as the sector’s sustainable growth
requires qualified personnel capable of
keeping pace with rapid technical and
regulatory  developments.

The Sultanate of Oman and Gilobal
Aviation Hubs

¢ Given the Sultanate of Oman’s geographic
location and its strengths, how is the
Authority working to enhance the Sultanate’s
competitiveness and connect it to regional
and international aviation hubs?

The Sultanate of Oman’s geographic
location is one of the key assets that can
be leveraged to strengthen its presence
in the regional and international aviation
ecosystem. However, location alone is
not enough. competitiveness requires
an integrated system of infrastructure,
services, operational efficiency, regulatory
frameworks, and air connectivity. The
Authority is working to develop the regulatory
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environment, expand relationships and
agreements in the field of air transport,
and support the growth of air traffic, in
addition to enhancing the efficiency of air
navigation and related services. The goal
is to provide an environment that enables
the various components of the sector to
benefit from these elements and strengthen
the Sultanate of Oman’s ability to attract air
traffic and aviation-related activities.

e Or support services, latest technologies,
and future aviation fields?

Opportunities are not limited to traditional
air transport but extend to a broad range
of aviation-related activities and services,
including logistics, air cargo, ground
services, training, and digital technologies.

Global developments are also creating
new fields, such as advanced air mobility

and aircraft equipped with cutting-
edge technologies—areas that require
regulatory and technical preparedness,

as well as the development of specialized
national capabilities. It is important that we
address these areas from an integrated
perspective, ensuring that the regulatory
environment keeps pace with technological
developments, that the necessary expertise
and infrastructure are in place, and that
new opportunities are transformed into
sustainable economic and developmental
value.
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while developing a supportive environment
for investment and innovation and
empowering local talent to help shape the
sector’'s future.

e \What are the key objectives that the
Authority and sector stakeholders are
working to achieve under the strategy, and
how are you tracking the transition from
strategic planning to implementation and
impact assessment?

The strategy includes a set of objectives
related to air traffic growth, infrastructure
development, enhancing  operational
efficiency, human resource development,
supporting sustainability, and creating an
environment conducive to new technologies
and fields in aviation. What is most important
at this stage is the transition from setting
targets to implementing the associated
initiatives and projects, in accordance with
clear priorities and measurable performance
indicators.

The Authority is working in collaboration with
various stakeholders in the sector to monitor
the implementation of these initiatives
and measure their progress and impact,
thereby enabling a review of priorities and
adjustments to the roadmap as needed,
and ensuring that the strategy translates
into tangible results that benefit the sector
and the national economy.
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Aviation and the Support of National
Economy

e How do you view the role that aviation
sector can play in supporting the national
economy, diversifying sources of income,
and boosting tourism, trade, and investment
in the Sultanate of Oman?

The aviation sector is a key driver of
economic growth; it is not limited to
transporting passengers but is linked to a
broader ecosystem that includes tourism,
trade, logistics, investment, supply chains,
and job creation.

Furthermore, the existence of an efficient
and integrated aviation sector enhances the
Sultanate of Oman’s ability to access global
markets, supports the movement of visitors
and goods, and provides a more attractive
environment for investmentin aviation and its
supporting services. From this perspective,
the sector’'s development is not viewed in
isolation from other economic sectors, but
rather as part of the national development
framework and as one of the drivers for
achieving the objectives of Oman Vision
2040.

¢ Given the sector’s achievements in recent
years, where do you see the most significant
opportunities  to  enhance  aviation’s
contribution to the national economy in the
coming period?

There are numerous opportunities to build
upon, including the development of air
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civil aviation sector is

several regional and
international organizations and bodies.
What is the nature of this representation, and
how do Omani expertise and experience
contribute through it to the exchange of
expertise and the development of aviation-
related practices and policies?

e The Omani
represented in

Oman’s presence in regional and
international aviation organizations and
bodies reflects the level of development
achieved by the civil aviation system in
the Sultanate of Oman, as well as the
trust placed in national expertise and
experience in this field. This presence is
not limited to participation but extends to
contributing to the work of committees and
technical teams, exchanging expertise,
and participating in the development of
policies, standards, and practices related
to civil aviation. We view this presence as
an opportunity to strengthen the Sultanate
of Oman’s standing while simultaneously
benefiting from international and regional
experiences, thereby supporting the
sector’'s development domestically and
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enhancing its ability to keep pace with
global best practices.

National Aviation Strategy 2040

e Given your responsibility for regulating
the sector, how was the National Aviation
Strategy 2040 developed, and what role
does this strategy play in shaping the future
of the civil aviation sector in the Sultanate of
Oman?

The National Aviation Strategy 2040 was
developed as a comprehensive framework
that defines the direction of the civil
aviation sector for the coming period and
links the sector’s various components and
objectives, in alignment with the goals of
Oman Vision 2040.

The strategy views aviation as an integrated
system that extends beyond air transport
to encompass regulation, airports, air
navigation, logistics, human resources,
modern technologies, and sustainability.

It also focuses on enhancing the sector’s
competitiveness, improving its efficiency,
and generating greater economic value,
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Journalistic Dialogue

Oman Civil Aviation a Regional Leading Presence and an Inspired Vision for

the Sector’s Future

In an exclusive interview with Engineer
Nayef Ali Alebry the Precedent of the Civil
Aviation Authority, Arab Aviation Magazine
discusses the evolution of the civil aviation
sectorinthe Sultanate of Oman and the most
significant transformations its ecosystem
has undergone in the areas of regulation,
safety, air transport, air navigation,
and sustainability. The interview also
addresses the objectives of the National
Aviation Strategy 2040, in addition to the
sector’s role in supporting the national
economy, strengthening air connectivity,
and enhancing its preparedness to adapt
to changes and look ahead to the future of
the aviation industry.
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The Evolution of the Civil Aviation Sector
and Oman’s Contribution

e Based on your experience in the civil
aviation sector, how do you assess the
sector’'s development in the Sultanate of
Oman? What do you believe are the most
significant changes that have shaped the
sector’s evolution into its current state?

The civil aviation sector in the Sultanate of
Oman has undergone gradual development
across all its components, ranging from
infrastructure, airports, and air transport
to the regulatory framework, safety, air
navigation, meteorology, and aviation-
related services. This development has
contributed to building a more integrated
system capable of keeping pace with
changes in the global aviation sector, with
a focus on improving service efficiency,
enhancing safety and security standards,
developing national capabilities, and
leveraging latest technologies.

Today, the sector is building upon a strong
foundation that enables it to continue
developing and capitalizing on the
Sultanate of Oman’s strengths, foremost
among them its geographic location,
infrastructure, national capabilities, and
accumulated expertise across various
fields of civil aviation.
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The new terminal is expected to bring
a major transformation to Morocco’s air
transport system, particularly in view of the
anticipated growth in passenger traffic over
the coming years.

Enhanced Rail Connectivity

The project extends beyond the construction
of the new air terminal and also includes the
development of a railway station adjacent
to the airport, which will strengthen rail
connectivity  between Mohammed V
International Airport and Morocco’s national
railway network, including the Al Borag
high-speed train.

This enhanced connectivity is expected
to provide passengers with a smoother
transition between air and rail transport,
while further strengthening Casablanca’s

position as a national and continental hub
for transport and services.

According to information currently available
on the project, the new terminal is expected
to have an initial annual capacity of
approximately 20 million passengers, with
the possibility of increasing this capacity to
around 30 million passengers annually in
the future.

The project forms part of Morocco’s
broader efforts to develop and modernise
its transport infrastructure in preparation
for hosting the 2030 FIFA World Cup, while
also responding to the continued growth
of air transport and increasing passenger
flows to the Kingdom.
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Mohammed V International Airport Set for a Major Transformation with the

Launch of the New Air Terminal Project

Construction work has officially begun on
the development of the new air terminal
at Mohammed V International Airport in
Casablanca, as part of a major project
aimed at strengthening the airport’s
position as one of Africa’s largest and
most important aviation infrastructures
and increasing its passenger-handling
capacity, particularly in preparation for
major upcoming international events,
including the 2030 FIFA World Cup.

The project features a modern H-shaped

architectural design, reflecting a new
approach to airport infrastructure. It is
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intended to provide expanded facilities
capable of accommodating growing
passenger and aircraft traffic, while
enhancing service quality and improving
passenger flow and transit conditions
within the airport.

The project is being implemented by a
Moroccan consortium comprising SGTM
and TGCC, under a contract valued at
approximately MAD 12.8 billion, making it
one of the most significant infrastructure
projects currently underway in Casablanca.
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specific financing structure has not yet
been determined.

The Minister further explained that the
current stage involves establishing a
preliminary cost framework to determine
the level of self-financing, the proportion
of foreign financing, and the respective
shares of local and foreign components.

and
Experience

Smart Airport Technologies
Advanced Passenger

El-Hefny stressed that the new terminal
will incorporate the latest smart airport
technologies to provide passengers
with an advanced and seamless travel
experience, further strengthening Egypt’s
position within the global aviation sector
and bringing Cairo International Airport in
line with leading airports across the region.

He said that the Ministry has already begun
preparations and tendering procedures for
the terminal’s design.

| Arab Aviation news

According to the Minister, the number of
companies worldwide with specialised
expertise in the construction of major
airports is limited, estimated at between
10 and 15 companies, which are expected
to participate through five international
consortiums. He noted that bidders will
be required to demonstrate previous
experience in constructing airports with a
capacity of 40 million passengers.

Four-Year Implementation Timeline

The project is expected to require
approximately four years to reach its full
planned capacity. El-Hefny also indicated
that a phased opening could be considered
after approximately two and a half to three
years, allowing parts of the new facility to
become operational before the completion
of the entire project.
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Cairo International Airport to Be Strengthened as a Major International Hub

with New Investments of up to USD 4.5 Billion

Egyptian Minister of Civil Aviation Dr. Sameh
El-Hefny has revealed details of President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s directive to establish
a new passenger terminal, Terminal 4, at
Cairo International Airport, in line with the
highest international standards.

The Minister explained that Cairo
International Airport currently operates
three passenger terminals with a combined
maximum capacity of 28 million passengers
annually, while current passenger traffic
has reached approximately 30 million
passengers, with the total expected to
reach 31 million passengers by the end of
the year.

He noted that the estimated cost of
constructing the new Terminal 4 ranges
between USD 4 billion and USD 4.5 billion,
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with an annual capacity of up to 40 million
passengers. The project aims to increase
the airport’'s overall capacity to between
68 and 70 million passengers as a first
phase, ultimately exceeding 100 million
passengers.

El-Hefny noted that the project’s financial
model is currently under consideration,
stressing that “self-financing is not an
option for a project of this scale, with an
estimated cost of USD 4-4.5 billion.”

He explained that financing would involve
various financial institutions, taking into
account prevailing financing costs and
the strength of Cairo International Airport’s
financial cash flows, which could enable
the airport to secure the required funding
at preferential rates. He added that the
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Direct Air Services Between Libya and Qatar to Resume

Libya’s Minister of Transport, Mohamed Al-
Shahoubi, has announced the resumption
of direct air services between Libya and
Qatar, following a meeting in Doha between
Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah and the Amir of the State of Qatar,
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

Al-Shahoubi explained that the decision
follows an earlier agreement signed
between the transport ministries and civil
aviation authorities of the two countries,
paving the way for the resumption of direct
flights operated by Libyan Airlines and
Qatar Airways starting next October.
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Libyan Civil
Aviation

The Minister noted that the move reflects the
significant progress made in developing
Libya’s airport infrastructure and enhancing
operational efficiency in accordance with
international safety and security standards.

Al-Shahoubi also reaffirmed the Ministry’s
continued efforts to develop the country’s
aviation sectorand strengthenthereadiness
of Libyan airports to accommodate
international flights. The resumption of
direct air services is expected to facilitate
passenger movement and contribute to
strengthening economic and trade relations
between Libya and Qatar.
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State of Kuwait
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Kuwait Airways Strengthens Its Fleet with the Delivery of Its Sixth Airbus
A330900-neo

Kuwait Airways has announced the delivery
of its sixth Airbus A330-900neo, named
“Qaruh,” as part of its aircraft acquisition
programme with Airbus. The aircraft was
delivered from the manufacturer’s facility in
Toulouse, France.

In a statement to the Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA), the airline said the arrival of the new
aircraft forms part of its fleet modernisation
and expansion strategy, supporting its
operational plans and the expansion of its
destination network in line with the evolving
needs of the air transport market, while
enhancing the overall passenger travel
experience and services provided.
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Kuwait Airways added that it is expecting
the delivery of a seventh aircraft of the
same type as part of its ongoing fleet
modernisation and expansion programme.

The  Airbus  A330-900neo  features
advanced technologies, improved fuel
efficiency and lower emissions compared
with previous-generation aircraft, while
offering enhanced levels of passenger
comfort. These capabilities are expected
to contribute to improving the operational
efficiency of Kuwait Airways, the national
carrier of Kuwait, and support its future
development plans.
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State of Qatar

Qatar Airways Expands Global Network to More Than 170 Destinations for
Winter 2026—-2027
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Qatar Airways has announced the
expansion of its global network to more
than 170 destinations during the Winter
2026-2027 season, further strengthening
its international air connectivity. The airline
will operate more than 186 weekly flights
across Africa, the Asia-Pacific region,
Europe, the Americas and the Middle East,
providing passengers with greater travel
options and seamless connections through
Hamad International Airport, its award-
winning operational hub.

As part of its ongoing efforts to enhance
the onboard passenger experience,
Qatar Airways is continuing to expand
the availability of its Starlink connectivity
service across an increasing number of
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destinations within its six-continent network.
With up to 340 daily flights offering Starlink
connectivity, passengers can access
high-speed inflight internet on more than
150 wide-body aircraft equipped with the
technology.

The Winter 2026-2027 flight schedule has
been designed to respond to growing
demand for Qatar Airways services
across its extensive network spanning
six continents. The schedule includes the
resumption of operations to a number of
destinations, as well as increased flight
frequencies across several strategic
markets  worldwide.
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Somali Airlines Set to Resume Operations After 35-Year Suspension

L aer™

The Somali government has announced
that Somali Airlines is expected to resume
operations next month, returning to service
after a 35-year suspension that began
following the outbreak of the country’s civil
war in 1991.

According to Bloomberg News, Mogadishu

International  Airport  currently  serves
several major international  airlines,

o

including Ethiopian Airlines, Qatar Airways
and Turkish Airlines.

The resumption of Somali Airlines’
operations comes as part of ongoing efforts
to revive the national carrier. Somalia
recently received two Airbus A320 aircraft
to support the airline’s return to service and
the restoration of its national air transport
operations.
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Improving Operational Performance
Ahead of the Airport Development Project

Al-Hosari explained that the Authority is
currently working to improve the airport’s
operational,  technical and  service
performance, in parallel with preparations
for the airport’s development and expansion
project, scheduled to commence in early
2027.

The project aims to increase the airport’s
annual passenger-handling capacity from
approximately 1.5 million passengers to
more than 2 million passengers per year.

Al-Hosari concluded: “We will not wait for the
expansion project to begin before improving
the airport. Work is already underway to
address current needs, enhance service
standards and operational readiness, while
implementing a long-term development

vision that keeps pace with the anticipated
growth in air traffic and restores Aleppo
International Airport to its role and position.”

The President of the General Authority
for Civil Aviation and Air Transport, Omar
Al-Hosari, also conducted a field visit to
Aleppo International Airport to assess
ongoing operations and review the airport’s
operational, technical and service-related
aspects.

The visit followed Al-Hosari’s return from
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where he
held a series of meetings and discussions
concerning the development and expansion
project for Aleppo International Airport. The
discussions resulted in an agreement on the
implementation timetable, with development
and expansion works scheduled to
commence in early 2027.
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Aleppo International Airport Welcomes More Than 315,000 Passengers Since
the Beginning of 2026

Syria
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The President of the General Authority for taking place at the airport. During the first
Civil Aviation and Air Transport, Omar Al- half of 2026, passenger traffic increased by
Hosari, announced that air traffic indicators 715.6% compared with the same period in
at Aleppo International Airport reflect a 2025, while the number of flights increased
clear acceleration in the recovery of air by 578.5%.
transport activity. Since the beginning
of 2026 through the end of August, the  “For us, these figures are not merely
airport has handled more than 315,000 statistical indicators. They reflect Aleppo’s
passengers across 3,068 flights, with the ~ gradual reintegration into the regional
number of operating air carriers reaching ~ and international air transport network,
14. while at the same time underscoring the
need to support this growth through the
In a statement to the Syrian Arab News development of infrastructure and the
Agency (SANA) on Sunday, Al-Hosari noted enhancement of the airport’s operational
that a comparison with the previous year and service capabilities,” Al-Hosari said.
highlights the significant transformation
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Saudi Ministry of Transport and Logistics Awards Air Operator Certificate to

Air Arabia Alliance
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The Saudi

Ministry of Transport and
Logistics Services has awarded an Air
Operator Certificate (AOC) to the Air Arabia
Alliance, authorising it to operate as a new
national low-cost carrier based at King
Fahd International Airport in Dammam.

The certificate was presented in the
presence of Saleh Al-dasser, Minister of
Transport and Logistics Services and
Chairman of the Board of the General
Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA), and
Abdulaziz Al-Duailej, President of the
General Authority of Civil Aviation.

According to available information, the
alliance—comprising Air Arabia, listed on
the Dubai Financial Market, Nesma Group,
and Kan Holding—announced in July 2025
that it had won a competition organised by
the Saudi General Authority of Civil Aviation
to establish and operate a new national low-
cost airline based at King Fahd International
Airport in Dammam.

The new carrier is intended to strengthen
domestic and international air connectivity
in  Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province,
supporting the development of the region’s
aviation sector and expanding travel
options for passengers.
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According to a publication by Larsen &
Toubro, its scope of work includes the
construction of guideways, traction power
substations and power distribution networks,
in addition to communications systems,
platform screen doors and vehicle depot
facilities. The company will also undertake
testing, trial operations and operational
readiness activities.
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The project supports the airport’s planned
opening following the completion of its
new expansion in 2032, while preparing
it for future operations capable of
accommodating approximately 260 million
passengers and handling 12 million tonnes
of cargo annually. The development is
expected to further strengthen Dubai’s
position as a global hub for aviation and
logistics  services.
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United Arab Emirates

| Arab Aviation news

Al Maktoum International Airport Set to Become the World’s First Fully

Automated International Airport

/https://www.albayan.ae

Al Maktoum International Airport is
advancing its infrastructure development
to establish itself as one of the world’s
largest aviation hubs, with plans for an
automated passenger transport network
extending approximately 50 kilometres
and connecting nine stations through 165
vehicles. The system is scheduled for
completion in December 2031.

The network will form the backbone of
passenger movement during the airport’s
first development phase, supporting its
future expansion and facilitating faster
and more efficient movement between its
facilities and terminals. Mitsubishi Heavy

Industries (MHI) has described the project
as set to become the world’s largest
automated passenger transport system
within an airport.

MHI announced that it will lead the
consortium implementing the project, in
cooperationwithitsDubai-basedsubsidiary,
MHI Mobility Engineering Services, and
Larsen & Toubro. The consortium will be
responsible for supplying the vehicles and
signalling systems, as well as integrating
and testing the various components of the
network.




He added that the Airbus A320neo family
is a key component of Royal Jordanian’s
short- and medium-haul operations, serving
destinations across the Middle East, the
Arabian Gulf, Africa and Europe.

An additional aircraft from the same family
is scheduled to join the fleet in December,
bringing the total number of A320neo family
aircraft to 18 by the end of the current year.
Two further aircraft are expected to be
delivered in 2027 and 2028, respectively,
bringing the total number of aircraft from the
family to 20. This expansion will enhance
the airline’s operational flexibility and help
meet growing demand for air travel.
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Royal Jordanian is also scheduled to receive
an additional Airbus A321 aircraft next year
as part of the continued implementation
of its fleet modernisation and expansion
programme.

As part of its efforts to enhance the
passenger experience and diversify its
service offerings, Royal Jordanian has
designated three Airbus A320neo aircraft to
operate its Premium Economy service. The
product offers passengers an intermediate
option between Economy Class and the
airline’s Crown Class, catering to the needs
of different passenger segments and further
enhancing the level of onboard services.
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Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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Royal Jordanian Strengthens Its Fleet with the Arrival of Its 17th Airbus

A320neo Family Aircraft

I—————

Royal Jordanian Airlines has announced the
addition of its 17th Airbus A320neo family
aircraft to its fleet, marking another step in
the implementation of its comprehensive
strategic plan to modernise and expand its
fleet, strengthen its operational capabilities,
support its growth and expansion plans,
and further enhance the passenger travel
experience.

The arrival of the new aircraft forms part of
the airline’s fleet modernisation programme,
under which 10 new aircraft of various types
have joined the fleet since the beginning
of the current year. This brings the total
size of the Royal Jordanian fleet to 36
aircraft, as the airline continues to build a
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more modern, efficient and capable fleet
to support the planned expansion of its
destination network.

The Vice Chairman of the Board of
Directors and Chief Executive Officer of
Royal Jordanian said that the arrival of
the airline’s 17th Airbus A320neo family
aircraft represents another milestone in
the modernisation of the national carrier’s
fleet. He emphasised that continued
investment in modern aircraft contributes
to enhancing operational efficiency and the
airline’s competitiveness, while providing
passengers with a more advanced and
comfortable travel experience.
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Theseinclude encouraging States toidentify
regulatory gaps and develop ground
handling requirements aligned with ICAO
provisions, while promoting results-oriented
regulations and risk-based oversight by

Civil  Aviation Authorities. Participants
also emphasized the need to harmonize
operational procedures in order to avoid
unnecessary variations in operational
procedures, clarify responsibilities and
improve coordination between airlines,
aerodrome operators and ground handling
service providers.

Further
hazard
reporting and

priorities include strengthening

identification, occurrence
risk mitigation; ensuring
senior management commitment and
appropriate resource allocation; and
improving personnel training, competency
assessment, and the safe inspection and
maintenance of ground support equipment.

In addition, the Workshop called for
stronger national, regional and international
exchanges of safety information, lessons
learned and good practices, particularly in
relation to apron risks, aircraft turnaround,
operational coordination, aircraft damage
and personnel injuries.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Strengthening
ACAOQO’s regional
leadership

For ACAOQO,
these outcomes
reinforce

the strategic
importance

of regional
cooperation

in translating
international standards into practical and
measurable improvements in aviation
safety. Through its partnership with ICAO
and its Member States, ACAO seeks
to facilitate the exchange of expertise,
encourage harmonized approaches and
strengthen the collective capacity of Arab
States to address shared operational risks.

Through initiatives of this kind, ACAO
continues to advance its regional role in
promoting safer, more harmonized and
more resilient aviation operations, ensuring
that the development of air transport
across the Arab region is accompanied
by continuous improvements in safety
performance.

The workshop concluded on 22 October
2026, with a shared emphasis on
strengthening  regulatory  frameworks,
improving operational coordination and
harmonization as well as fostering a
stronger culture of safety across ground
handling and apron operations.
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ACAO and ICAO Call for Stronger Regional Cooperation and Harmonized

Safety Practices in Ground Handling Operations

The Arab Civil
(ACAO), in

Aviation  Organization
cooperation  with  the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) EUR/NAT Regional Office, held the
Workshop on Ground Handling Operations
and Apron Safety Management in Rabat,
Morocco, from 20 to 22 October 2026.

The workshop brought together
33 participants from 11 States and
representatives of six organizations and
industry stakeholders, providing a platform
for exchanging expertise and strengthening
cooperation on ground handling safety and
apron management.

The event reflects ACAO’s commitment
to supporting its Member States in
strengthening aviation safety capabilities,
promoting regulatory convergence
and advancing a coordinated regional
approach to operational risks, in line with
ICAO Standards and Recommended
Practices.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Ground handling and apron operations
are critical components of the aviation
safety chain. The increasing complexity
of airport environments, the interaction of
multiple service providers and the need
for efficient aircraft turnaround operations
make effective coordination, robust safety
management and consistent operational
standards essential to safe and reliable air
transport.

The workshop addressed seven key areas,
covering ground handling regulatory
frameworks and standards, service provider
practices, business aviation, operational
procedures, industry variations and
standards alignment, Safety Management
Systems (SMS), and apron management
and safety considerations.

Key outcomes and recommendations

The workshop identified several priorities
for strengthening ground handling safety
at regulatory, managerial and operational
levels.
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activities and initiatives in this field, as
well as its position on certain international
issues related to emissions trading systems
and their impacts on the aviation industry.
Additionally, the representative of the Arab
Republic of Egypt to the Organization’s
Environment Committee gave a presentation
on the latest developments regarding the
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) production
and development project in Egypt, outlining
national efforts to scale up production and
enhance the aviation sector’s readiness to
transition toward more sustainable solutions.

On the sidelines of the forum, bilateral
meetings were held with  several
representatives of international and regional
organizations, as well as aviation industry
institutions. These meetings provided an
opportunity to exchange views on ways to
enhance technical cooperation and develop
joint initiatives with the Organization.
Discussions also covered their potential
participation in upcoming ACAO events,
most notably the  3rd Arab Aviation
Environmental Forum, which is scheduled
to be held in Rabat from November 30 to
December 2, 2026.

AN

I

S0V

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Publication of October 2026




| Acao activities

Participation of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization in the 9 th

Environmental Forum of the European Civil Aviation Conference Paris —
French, September 15-16, 2026

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ) participated in the 9th Edition of
the European Civil Aviation Conference
(ECAC) Environmental Forum, held in Paris,
French, on September from 15 to 16, 2026.

Over the course of two days, the forum
served as a platform to exchange
expertise and discuss the most prominent
environmental challenges and opportunities
in the aviation sector, particularly:

e Decarbonization to achieve the net-zero
emissions goal, alongside methods to
further reduce aircraft emissions of nitrogen
oxides (NOx) and particulate matter.

e nitial experiences with policies to boost
demand for Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

and the challenges related to scaling up its
production capacity.

¢ Aviation noise issues, their impacts, and
mitigation strategies.

¢ L essonslearned fromtesting and practical
trials of zero-emission aircraft, as well as
the comprehensive ecosystem—including
infrastructure, technologies, operations,
and appropriate regulatory frameworks—
required for their large-scale deployment.

As part of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization’s participation in the forum,
a presentation was delivered highlighting
the Organization’s efforts in promoting
environmental protection within the aviation
sector. The presentation reviewed its key
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Arab Civil Aviation Organization and IATA Hold Coordination Meeting to

Discuss Air Transport Developments
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A coordination meeting was held on 18
August 2026 via videoconference, bringing
together representatives of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAQO) and the
International Air Transport Association
(IATA) Regional Office for Africa and the
Middle East (IATA AME).

The meeting was held as part of ongoing
consultations and information exchange
on a number of priority issues and areas of
common interest in the air transport sector,
particularly those related to environmental
and economic matters, which are witnessing
developments and emerging issues at both
the international and regional levels.

The meeting focused, in particular, on the
following topics:

¢ The latest developments concerning the
review of the European Union Emissions
Trading System (EU ETS), and the potential
implications of this review for the air
transport sector in the Arab region.

e Preparations for the 7th Air Transport
Conference of the International Civil Aviation

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Organization (ATConf/7), scheduled to take
place in November 2026, including priority
issues of particular relevance to Arab States,
as well as a review of the contributions and
proposalsthat IATA intends to submit during
the Conference, and ways to coordinate
and exchange views on the issues under
consideration.

e The latest developments concerning
negotiations on the United Nations
Convention on International Tax
Cooperation, and their potential implications
for the air transport sector.

At the conclusion of the meeting, both sides
reaffrmed the importance of continuing
coordination, consultation and information
exchange, and of further strengthening
cooperation between the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization and the International
Air Transport Association, in a manner
that serves the interests of Arab States
and supports the development of a safe,
sustainable and competitive air transport
sector, through the organization of regular
coordination meetings.
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predominantly sectoral approach towards
a more interconnected risk-management
approach, enabling safety, security, air
navigation,  environmental, = economic
and other strategic  considerations
to be addressed in a coherent and
comprehensive manner, while respecting
the specific mandates and responsibilities
of the different aviation domains.

The participation of ACAO in the
meeting also provided an opportunity to
strengthen cooperation with ICAO and
other international partners and to ensure
that the perspectives and priorities of the
Arab Civil Aviation community continue

to be reflected in the development of this
emerging strategic approach.

The  discussions  during  IRM-SG/3
represented an important step towards
consolidating the final version ICAO IRM
guide which is expected to be published as
advanced unedited edition in November of
this year. ACAO reaffirmed its commitment
to supporting ICAQ’s efforts in this area
and to contributing its regional expertise to
the development of practical mechanisms
and tools that can enhance risk-informed
decision-making process.
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ACAO Participates in the 3rd ICAO Integrated Risk Management Study Group
IRM-SG/3 Meeting
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The Arab Civil

Aviation  Organization
(ACAQ) participated in the 3rd Meeting
of the ICAO Integrated Risk Management

Study Group (IRM-SG/3) held at the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) Headquarters in Montreal, Canada,
from 8 to 10 September 2026.

The meeting brought together experts from
ICAO and Member States and organizations
involvedinthedevelopmentofthe Integrated
Risk  Management (IRM) framework,
with the objective of further advancing a
coordinated and comprehensive approach
to the identification, assessment and
management of risks affecting international
civil aviation.

The agenda focused, in particular, on two
key areas, Review of the IRM Guide, taking
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into consideration the comments and
inputs received from participating States
and stakeholders, with a view to further
improving its structure, clarity and practical
applicability; as well as review of Working
Papers addressing the future work of the
Study Group, including proposals aimed
at defining the next phase of development
and implementation of the IRM approach
within ICAQ.

The Arab Organization contributed to
discussionsregardingthe IRM development
project, particularly concerning the
establishment of a consistentand integrated
governance framework spanning three
levels: strategic, tactical, and operational.

In this context, ACAO highlighted the
value of moving progressively from a
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of the General Directorate to strengthening
direct engagement with Arab Member
States, expanding areas of cooperation
with them, and developing programmes
and initiatives that respond to their needs
and support the advancement of joint Arab
action in the field of civil aviation.

For his part, H.E. Mr. Haider Shiaa Al-
Barrak, Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq
to the Kingdom of Morocco, expressed
his appreciation for the efforts undertaken
by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization in
serving Arab Member States and supporting
the development of the civil aviation sector.
He stressed the importance of continuing
cooperation and coordination with ACAO
and benefiting from its expertise and
specialized programmes in a manner that
serves the interests of the Republic of Irag
and Arab Member States.

Both sides also emphasized the
importance of continuing consultation and
the exchange of information and expertise,
as well as strengthening communication
channels between ACAQO and the Republic
of Iraq, thereby supporting joint initiatives
and advancing Arab cooperation across
various fields of civil aviation.

The visit forms part of the General
Directorate’s commitment to strengthening
ACAQ’s institutional engagement and
direct communication with Arab Member
States and their diplomatic missions,
consolidating partnerships and expanding
areas of cooperation, while supporting
the Organization’s role in serving and
developing the Arab civil aviation sector.
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Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Meets with the

Ambassador of Iraq in Rabat

As part of his meetings with representatives
of Arab Member States accredited to the
Kingdom of Morocco, H.E. Eng. Khalid
Cherkaoui, Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAQ), visited the
Embassy of the Republic of Irag in Rabat,
where he met with H.E. Mr. Haider Shiaa Al-
Barrak, Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq
to the Kingdom of Morocco. The meeting
addressed a number of matters related to
cooperation in the field of civil aviation and
ways to further strengthen coordination
between ACAO and the Republic of Iraqg.

The meeting provided an opportunity
to highlight the role of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization in supporting and
developing the civil aviation sector in Arab
countries, strengthening cooperation and
coordination among its Member States,

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

and providing specialized programmes in
the areas of training, capacity building, and
the exchange of technical expertise and
knowledge.

The discussions also covered potential
areas of cooperation between ACAO
and the Republic of Iraqg, with a view to
supporting efforts to develop the lIraqi
civil aviation sector and benefiting from
the Organization’s programmes and
activities, particularly in the areas of
training, professional development, and the
exchange of technical expertise, in line with
the needs and priorities of Member States
in advancing their civil aviation systems.

On this occasion, the Director General
outlined the Organization’s priorities for the
coming period, reaffirming the commitment
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Ms.
Badawi, Ambassador of the Republic of
the Sudan to the Kingdom of Morocco, who
paid a courtesy visit to the Organization’s
headquarters.

Mawadda Omar Haj Al-Toum Al-

During the visit, the Director General
welcomed H.E. the Ambassador and
presented an overview of ACAQO’s principal
programmes and technical activities,
reaffirming the Organization’s commitment
to supporting its Member States and
strengthening cooperation and coordination
in furtherance of the objectives of joint Arab
action in the field of civil aviation.

For her part, H.E. the Ambassador of the
Republic of the Sudan expressed her

appreciation for the important role played
by ACAQ in serving its Member States and
reaffirmed the importance of continued
cooperation and coordination in support of
the development of the Arab civil aviation
sector and the advancement of joint Arab
action.

These meetings form part of the
Organization’s ongoing approach to
strengthening engagement with its Member
States and their diplomatic missions,
consolidating institutional partnerships, and
enhancing consultation and coordination
in support of the effective implementation
of ACAQ’s programmes and its mission to
serve the Arab civil aviation sector.
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Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Continues

Strengthening Engagement with Arab Diplomatic Missions Accredited to the

Kingdom of Morocco

the Arab Civil

As part of Aviation
Organization’s  continued  efforts  to
strengthen institutional engagement with
Arab diplomatic missions accredited to
the Kingdom of Morocco, H.E. Eng. Khalid
Cherkaoui, Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAO), continued
his meetings with Arab Ambassadors
through an official visit to H.E. Dr. Sami
bin Abdullah Al-Saleh, Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the Kingdom
of Morocco.

The meeting provided an opportunity to
highlight ACAQ’s role in advancing joint
Arab action in the field of civil aviation
and to discuss avenues for strengthening
cooperation and coordination between
the Organization and its Member States.
Discussions also focused on supporting
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the development of the Arab civil aviation
sector  through  enhanced training
programmes, capacity building initiatives,
and the exchange of expertise, in line
with the rapidly evolving regional and
international aviation landscape.

The Director General also outlined the
Organization’s priorities for the coming
period, reaffirming ACAO’s commitment
to expanding cooperation with its
Member States, strengthening strategic
partnerships, and further developing its
programmes and initiatives in a manner
that responds to the evolving needs of
Member States and promotes greater Arab
integration across all areas of civil aviation.

Inthe same context, the General Directorate
of ACAO was honoured to receive H.E.
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H.E. Dr. Imran Mohamed Al-Ghaib, Chargé
d’Affaires of the Embassy of the State
of Libya, expressed his appreciation for
the Organization’s efforts to support and
develop the Arab civil aviation sector,
stressing the importance of strengthening
cooperation with ACAO and benefiting from
its programmes and technical expertise in a
manner that serves the interests of Member
States and supports the development of
their capabilities across various areas of
civil aviation.

For her part, H.E. Ms. Hala Kairouz, Chargé
d’Affaires of the Embassy of the Lebanese
Republic, expressed her appreciation for
the role played by the Arab Civil Aviation

~DRET

Organization in serving Arab Member
States, emphasizing the importance of
continued cooperation and coordination in
support of the civil aviation sector and the
advancement of joint Arab action.

These meetings form part of the approach
adopted by the General Directorate of
the Organization to strengthen direct
engagement with Arab Member States
and their diplomatic missions, consolidate
institutional partnerships, and enhance
consultation and coordination mechanisms,
thereby supporting the implementation
of the Organization’s programmes and
reinforcing its role in serving the Arab civil
aviation sector.
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Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Continues Meetings

with Representatives of Arab States in Rabat
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As part of its continued efforts to strengthen
institutional engagement with Arab Member
States and consolidate cooperation and
coordination with their diplomatic missions
accredited to the Kingdom of Morocco, H.E.
Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ), continued his meetings with
representatives of Arab States in Rabat,
visiting H.E. Dr. Imran Mohamed Al-Ghaib,
Chargé d’Affaires of the Embassy of the
State of Libya to the Kingdom of Morocco,
and H.E. Ms. Hala Kairouz, Chargé
d’Affaires of the Embassy of the Lebanese
Republic to the Kingdom of Morocco.

The meetings provided an opportunity to
highlight the role played by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization in advancing joint
Arab action in the field of civil aviation,

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

and to discuss ways of strengthening
cooperation and coordination between the
Organization and Arab Member States,
including through the development of the
Arab civil aviation sector, enhanced training
and capacity-building programmes, and
the exchange of expertise.

The Director General also outlined the
Organization’s priorities for the coming
period, reaffirming its commitment
to continuing the development of its
programmes and initiatives, expanding
areas of cooperation with Arab Member
States in response to their needs, and
supporting their efforts to develop the civil
aviation sector, while further strengthening
Arab integration and coordination across
the various fields of civil aviation.
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Bilateral Meeting on Cooperation between the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization and the French Directorate General of Civil Aviation

As partofits efforts to strengthen institutional
relations with the civil aviation authorities
of friendly countries and consolidate
cooperation and coordination, H.E. Eng.
Khalid Cherkaoui, Director General of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO),
held a meeting in Paris on 14 October 2026
with H.E. Eng. Chams Chlioua, Director
General of Civil Aviation of the French
Republic.

The meeting provided an opportunity to
commend the strong bonds of friendship
and cooperation between the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization and the French
Directorate General of Civil Aviation, and
to highlight the positive momentum in
their partnership, particularly in the areas
of training, capacity building, technical
expertise exchange, and support for
initiatives aimed at advancing the civil
aviation sector in line with the rapid

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

developments taking place at both regional
and international levels.

Both parties expressed their shared
commitment to further strengthening
cooperation through the development of a
new cooperation programme. In addition to
matters relating to aviation safety, aviation
security, facilitation, and sustainability in
the civil aviation sector, the programme
will address new areas of cooperation,
including digital transformation, the use
of artificial intelligence in civil aviation,
unmanned aircraft systems and vertical
take-off and landing (VTOL) aircraft, as well
as sustainable aviation fuels.

The two parties also agreed to establish
mechanisms to monitor the development
and implementation of the work programme
and to hold regular meetings to coordinate
their views and positions, while continuing
to strengthen their bilateral cooperation
relations.
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thereby contributing to joint efforts to serve
the global civil aviation sector.

Particular attention was also given to
cooperation in the fields of training,
capacity-building, and technical expertise
exchange, as well as support for initiatives
aimed at advancing the civil aviation sector
in line with the rapid developments taking
place at both regional and international
levels.

At the conclusion of the meeting, both
parties expressed their satisfaction with
the distinguished relations between the
two organizations and reaffirmed their
commitment to continuing joint efforts and
implementing cooperation programmes to
strengthen institutional partnership, support
the sustainable development of the civil
aviation sector, and achieve their shared
objectives.
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Bilateral Meeting on Cooperation between the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization

and the European Civil Aviation Conference

His Excellency Eng. Khalid CHERKAQUI,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAQ), met with Ms. Patricia
Reverdy, Secretary General of the European
Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), in Paris
on 14 October 2026, on the sidelines of the
dialogue bringing together the European
Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), the
European Union (EU), and the European air
transport industry. Held under the theme
‘Resilience of the Aviation Sector in the
Face of Crises,” the meeting took place
within the framework of strengthening
cooperation and exchanging expertise
between the two organizations.

The meeting provided an opportunity to
review and discuss the latest developments
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in the civil aviation sector and to emphasize
the need to coordinate positions and further
strengthen cooperation between the two
organizations and their member states, in
order to contribute to the development of
the sector and enhance its resilience in the
face of crises and threats.

Bothsidesdiscussedwaystocoordinatetheir
efforts in preparation for the Extraordinary
Assembly of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQO), scheduled to take
place in November 2026, in line with the
agreements and orientations established
by the various regional organizations. They
also stressed the importance of maintaining
consultation and cooperation on issues
under consideration in international forums,
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as a fundamental pillar of global aviation
resilience.

He emphasized that, in an interconnected
international aviation system, resilience
cannot be achieved through isolated
regional initiatives alone, as disruptions
and emerging threats can rapidly cross
geographical boundaries and affect air
transport operations, connectivity, supply
chains and the continuity of essential
aviation services.

To address these challenges, he stressed
the need to strengthen cooperation between
regions by promoting the exchange of
information, experience and best practices,
as well as improving coordination in the
development and implementation  of
resilience strategies.

The meeting provided an opportunity
to strengthen the role of regional and
interregional organizations in connecting
initiatives, facilitating technical cooperation
and promoting coordinated approaches
to aviation resilience. It also highlighted
the need to move beyond purely reactive
measures  towards integrated risk
management, proactive preparedness and
sustained institutional cooperation, thereby
enabling the aviation sector to adapt to
evolving threats and uncertainties.

ACAQ’s participation reflects its continued
commitment to international cooperation
and to strengthening the resilience, safety
and sustainability of civil aviation throughout
the Arab region, while contributing to
international efforts to enhance the resilience
of the global aviation system.
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ACAO Participates in the ECAC/EU Dialogue with the European Air Transport

Industry on Aviation Resilience

ey

ECAC/EU DIALOGUE

with the European air

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQ)
participated in the dialogue between
the European Civil Aviation Conference
(ECAC), the European Union (EU) and the
European air transport industry, held in
Paris on 13-14 October 2026, under the
theme “Resilience in the Aviation Sector”.

The dialogue brought together the
stakeholders in aviation sector to examine
the threats and challenges facing the sector
in an increasingly complex and uncertain
global environment. It also provided an
opportunity to discuss mechanisms for
identifying and analysing medium- and
long-term risks, as well as the measures
and processes required to mobilize the
necessary resources to mitigate them.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Paris

4 October

The discussions focused on three main
themes: the threats facing aviation in 2026;
strengthening European resilience through
action, building on existing initiatives
and approaches; and developing a
comprehensive framework to enhance
European resilience in 2027 and beyond.

Participants exchanged views on current
and emerging risks, assessed ongoing
resilience initiatives and identified priorities
for more coordinated and forward-looking
action.

Representing ACAQO, Mr. Khalid Cherkaoui,
Director General of the Organization,
delivered an intervention highlighting the
importance of interregional cooperation
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ACAO Delegation Holds Bilateral Meeting with the Indonesian Delegation on
the Sidelines of AFI Aviation Week 2026

On the sidelines of AFI Aviation Week
2026, the delegation of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAQO), headed
by H.E. Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi, Vice
President of the Executive Council of
ACAQ and Director General of the General
Civil Aviation Authority of the United Arab
Emirates, together with H.E. Eng. Khalid
Cherkaoui, Director General of ACAO,
held a bilateral meeting with the delegation
of the Republic of Indonesia, led by H.E.
Lukman F. Laisa, Director General of Civil
Aviation of Indonesia.

The meeting explored prospects for
cooperation and partnership between
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
of Indonesia. Discussions focused on
areas of mutual interest and opportunities
to strengthen collaboration in capacity
building, training, and the exchange of
technical expertise, withaviewto supporting
the sustainable development of the civil
aviation sector and further enhancing
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institutional cooperation between the two
parties.

The meeting also addressed a number of
issues currently on the international civil
aviation agenda, foremost among them
the upcoming elections to the Council of
the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQO). The ACAQO delegation highlighted
the importance of supporting the Sultanate
of Oman’s candidature for membership of
the ICAO Council, in line with the unified
Arab position on this nomination. Views
were exchanged with the Indonesian side
on this matter within the framework of
strengthening coordinationand cooperation
in international aviation forums.

This meeting reflects ACAQO’s ongoing
commitment to expanding its international
partnershipsand strengthening cooperation
with civil aviation authorities around the
world, in support of the advancement of civil
aviation and the promotion of coordinated
international action on issues of common
interest.
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Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization and the Egyptian Civil Aviation Authority

As part of ongoing efforts to strengthen
joint Arab cooperation in the field of civil
aviation, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQO) and the Egyptian Civil Aviation
Authority (ECAA) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding on Monday, 27 July 2026,
in the presence of H.E. Pilot Dr. Sameh
Ahmed Zaki El Hefny, Minister of Civil
Aviation of the Arab Republic of Egypt and
President of the General Assembly of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization.

The Memorandum of Understanding was
signed on behalf of ACAO by H.E. Eng.
Khalid Cherkaoui, Director General of

the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, and
on behalf of the Egyptian Civil Aviation
Authority by Captain Sameh Mohamed
Fawzy, President of the Egyptian Civil
Authority.

Aviation

The signing of this Memorandum reflects
the strong and longstanding relationship
between ACAO and the Egyptian Civil
Aviation Authority, as well as the shared
commitment of both parties to further
expand cooperation and exchange
expertise in support of joint Arab action
and the continued development of the civil
aviation sector.

Both parties emphasized that this
Memorandum represents a new milestone
in their institutional partnership and
reaffirms their commitment to strengthening
coordination and cooperation in a manner
that contributes to the sustainable
development of the Arab civil aviation
sector and promotes greater integration
among Arab civil aviation institutions.
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The Organization’s participation also
provided an opportunity to strengthen
communication and coordination with the

International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), the African Civil  Aviation
Commission  (AFCAC), Civil  Aviation

Authorities from Arab and African States,
as well as regional and international
partners. Discussions focused on issues of
common interest and explored prospects
for enhancing cooperation in the areas of
capacity building, exchange of expertise,
and support for initiatives and programmes
aimed at advancing the civil aviation sector,
thereby reinforcing cooperation between
Arab and African States and contributing
to the sustainable development of the air
transport sector.

The conference concluded with the adoption
of the final outcome document, which
included a set of recommendations aimed
at accelerating the implementation of the

strategic priorities of Africa’s civil aviation
sector. These recommendations focused
on strengthening regional coordination and
cooperation, aligning national legislation
with the Standards and Recommended
Practices of the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQO), developing
airport and air navigation infrastructure,

advancing digital transformation and
cybersecurity, modernizing air traffic
management systems, enhancing

aviation safety and security, promoting
environmental sustainability, expanding
capacity-building and human resource
development programmes, and mobilizing
sustainable resources and financing. The
recommendations are intended to support
the implementation of the Single African
Air Transport Market (SAATM), enhance
the continent’'s preparedness to address
global developments, and reinforce Africa’s
position within the international air transport
industry.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization Participates in the 11th AFI Aviation
Week 2026

The Arab Civil

Aviation  Organization
(ACAQ), led by H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui,

Director General of the Organization,
participated in the 11th AFI Aviation Week
2026, organized by the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) and hosted
by the Arab Republic of Egypt in Cairo
from 27 to 31 July 2026. The event brought
together Heads of Civil Aviation Authorities,
representatives  of international and
regional organizations, and experts from
the air transport industry.

ACAQ’s participation in this prominent
regional event reflects its commitment to
promoting Arab and regional cooperationin
the field of civil aviation, keeping pace with
international efforts aimed at advancing
the air transport sector, and strengthening
integrationamongregionaland international

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

organizations, thereby contributing to the
achievement of sustainable development
goals and enhancing the safety, security,
efficiency, and sustainability of civil aviation.

The ACAQO delegation participated in the
technical sessions of the conference,
which addressed the key priorities for the
development of the civil aviation sector in
Africa. Discussions focused on enhancing
aviation safety and security, developing
airport and air navigation infrastructure,
advancing digital transformation, promoting
environmental sustainability, developing
human resources and capacity building, as
well as strengthening regional cooperation
and mobilizing sustainable resources and
financing to support regional initiatives
aimed at advancing Africa’s air transport
system.
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A Platform for Dialogue and Shaping the
Future of Aviation

The eighth edition of the Marrakech Airshow
highlighted the importance of specialised
exhibitions as platforms for showcasing
innovation, exchanging expertise and
presenting future directions in the
aerospace industry. It also demonstrated
the expanding range of issues associated
with aviation development, extending
from operational and industrial matters to
technology, research and development, and
integration across the different components
of the sector.

For the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
following  these  developments and

monitoring international experiences remain
important elements in supporting its efforts
to keep pace with the evolution of Arab civil
aviation, promote the exchange of expertise,
and strengthen cooperation among its
Member States, thereby contributing to
sectoral development and the achievement
of shared objectives.

ACAQ’s participation in the eighth edition
of the Marrakech Airshow forms part of its
engagement in professional forums relevant
to aviation and reflects its commitment
to following international developments
shaping the future of the sector, amid
continued progress in regulatory,
technological and industrial fields.
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the requirements of safety, security and
operational  efficiency.

Presence of the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization

ACAQ’s participation in this international
event reflects its interest in following
developments in the aviation sector
and examining recent experiences and
practices in relevant fields, in line with its
mandate and objectives of supporting
the development of civil aviation in Arab
countries and strengthening cooperation
among its Member States.

Participation ~ in  such  professional
events also provides the Organization
with an opportunity to keep abreast of
developments affecting the future of the
sector and to learn about initiatives and
technologies that may contribute to the
advancement of civil aviation systems and
the exchange of knowledge and expertise
among stakeholders.

These issues are particularly important in
light of the challenges and opportunities

facing civil aviation, including the
development of infrastructure and air
services, digital transformation, human

resource development, and adaptation to
regulatory and technological developments.
Addressing these areas supports the
continued advancement of the sector and
strengthens its capacity to respond to the
evolving air transport needs of the Arab
region.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Bilateral Meetings to Strengthen
Communication and Arab Cooperation in
Civil  Aviation

On the sidelines of the exhibition, H.E. Eng.
Khalid Cherkaoui, Director General of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO),
held discussions with H.E. Dr. Sameh
El-Hefny, Minister of Civil Aviation of the
Arab Republic of Egypt; Captain Sameh
Mohamed Fawzy, Head of the Egyptian
Civil Aviation Authority; and H.E. Mr. Saif
Mohammed Al Suwaidi, Director General
of the General Civil Aviation Authority of the
United Arab Emirates.

The meetings also included H.E Mohammed
bin Faleh Al-Hajri, Acting Head of the
General Civil Aviation Authority of the State
of Qatar, and Sheikh Eng. Hamoud Mubarak
Al-Hamoud Al-daber Al-Sabah, President of
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation of
the State of Kuwait.

These meetings form part of the
Organization’'s  efforts to  strengthen
institutional communication with civil aviation
authorities in Arab countries, exchange
views and expertise on matters of common
interest, follow developments in the sector,
and explore avenues for cooperation and
coordination. Such engagement supports
efforts to advance Arab civil aviation within
the respective mandates of the Organization
and the national authorities concerned.
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various stakeholders involved in advancing
these sectors.

Broad
Diverse

International and

Exhibition

Participation
Areas

The eighth edition welcomed approximately
200 exhibitors from 27 countries, alongside
more than 60 foreign delegations, including
27 African delegations. According to the
figures released following the conclusion of
the event, the total number of visitors was
estimated at approximately 40,000.

This participation reflected the diversity of
institutions and activities represented at the
event, ranging from aviation organisations
and industrial companies to stakeholders in
technology, innovation and aerospace, as
well as official and professional delegations
attending to learn about developments in
the sector and explore opportunities for
cooperation.

The Airshow programme also featured
aerial displays and exhibition areas
showcasing aircraft, equipment and modern
technologies, in addition to professional
meetings and discussions addressing
developments in the aerospace industry,
industrial  capacity-building, innovation,
artificial intelligence and space-related
technologies.

Aerospace Industry and Innovation in Focus

The development of the aerospace industry
and the strengthening of technological
capabilities featured prominently during

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

this edition, with examples of industrial

initiatives and  partnerships  between
national institutions and international
companies on display. The Airshow
also witnessed the announcement of
agreements and initiatives aimed at
developing supply chains, strengthening
local industrial integration, supporting

research, engineering and manufacturing,
and expanding opportunities for knowledge
and expertise transfer.

Among the initiatives that attracted
attention were partnerships associated
with the African Centre of Manufacturing
Excellence (ACME), bringing together
national institutions and international
industrial stakeholders within a broader
effort to strengthen manufacturing and
technological capabilities and develop a
more integrated industrial ecosystem.

With regard to Morocco’'s air transport
sector, the Airshow provided an opportunity
to highlight projects and strategic directions
relating to the development of airport
infrastructure, enhanced air connectivity,
and accommodation of anticipated growth
in air traffic, alongside human capital
development and the expansion of aviation-
related industrial activities.

These themes broader

transformations

form part of
taking place across
the international aviation sector, where
innovation, industrial integration,
sustainability and skills development are
becoming increasingly important, alongside
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization Participates in the 8th Marrakech
Airshow 2026
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ACAQO Delegation Headed by Director
General H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui Takes
Part in the International Event Bringing
Together Key Stakeholders in Aviation,
Aerospace and Technology

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQO), represented by a delegation
headed by H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui,
Director General of the Organization,
participated in the eighth edition of

the Marrakech Airshow 2026, held in
Marrakech, Kingdom of Morocco, from 7 to

R R
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10 October 2026, under the High Patronage
of His Majesty King Mohammed VI.

The Airshow is an international event
bringing together institutions, authorities
and companiesoperating in civiland military
aviation, aerospace and defence, as well
as stakeholders in the aerospace industries
and advanced technologies. It provides
a platform for showcasing technological
and industrial developments, exchanging
expertise, and exploring opportunities for
cooperation and partnerships among the
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across the region and around the world.
The exhibition provides a valuable platform
for showcasing advanced technologies,
exchanging expertise and exploring
emerging opportunities in aviation and
aerospace.

The second edition brought together more
than 250 exhibitors from 50 countries,
with the participation of more than 100
aircraft and over 50 air shows, while
attracting approximately 12,000 visitors
and participants. The event featured a
broad representation of international and
regional organizations, aviation authorities,
manufacturers and specialized companies
operating across the aviation, aerospace,
defence and advanced technology sectors.

ACAQ’s participation provided an important
opportunity to strengthen communication
with regional and international aviation
organizations, civil aviation authorities and
specialized institutions and companies,
while facilitating the exchange of views and
experiences on developments affecting the
future of the aviation sector.

The exhibition also offered an opportunity to
follow developments in a number of priority
areas, including digital transformation,
innovation and emerging technologies,
aviation safety and security, airport
infrastructure development, sustainability,
human capital development and the
efficiency of air transport systems.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

In this context, ACAO reaffirmed its
commitmentto enhancing Arab cooperation
and coordination in civil aviation,
representing the common interests of its
Member States in international forums, and
supporting the exchange of knowledge,
expertise and best practices in line with
international developments and standards.

ACAQ'’s participation also comes at a time
of rapid transformation in the global aviation
sector, presenting both new opportunities
and challenges for Arab States. These
developments underscore the importance
of strengthening regional coordination and
cooperationand promotingjointapproaches
in areas of common interest, with a view to
enhancing the competitiveness, resilience
and sustainability of Arab civil aviation.

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization looks
forward to building on its participation in
EIAS 2026 and further strengthening its
engagement with regional and international
partners, while continuing to promote the
exchange of expertise and knowledge and
support the development of civil aviation in
the Arab region.

Through  such  participation, ACAO
continues to contribute to advancing
Arab cooperation and integration in civil
aviation and strengthening the role of the
Arab aviation sector within the international
aviation community.
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ACAO Participates in the Second Edition of the Egypt International Airshow
2026 in El Alamein

EL ALAMEIN

INTERNATIONAL A7\

AIRSHOW

The Arab Civil
(ACAO),
Cherkaoui,

Aviation  Organization
headed by H.E. Eng. Khalid
Director General of ACAOQ,
participated in the second edition of the
Egypt International Airshow and Space

2026 (EIAS 2026), held at ElI Alamein
International Airport in the Arab Republic of
Egypt from 8 to 10 September 2026.

The participation of ACAO in this major
internationaleventreflectsthe Organization’s
commitment to strengthening the presence
of Arab civil aviation in specialized
international forums, fostering regional and
international cooperation, and supporting
the exchange of expertise and knowledge
across the aviation sector. It also provides
an important opportunity to follow the
latest developments, technologies and

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

innovations shaping the future of civil
aviation and aerospace.

The second edition of the exhibition was
inaugurated on 8 September 2026 under
the patronage of H.E. Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi,
President of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
in the presence of senior government
officials, military and civil aviation leaders,
representatives of participating countries
and international organizations, as well
as leading companies from the aviation,
aerospace, defence and technology
sectors.

The event has further consolidated its
position as a prominent international
platformbringing together decision-makers,
aviation and aerospace industry leaders,
experts and specialized institutions from
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necessary conditions for them to carry out
their roles and responsibilities efficiently
and effectively.

The new headquarters is expected to be
constructed in accordance with the latest
standards, specifications and modern
technological requirements, providing an
advanced institutional working environment
that meets the Organization’s administrative
and technical needs and keeps pace with
the evolution of its mandate, programmes
and expanding activities at both the Arab
and international levels.

The new headquarters will include a range
of facilities designed to enhance the
Organization’s operational capabilities,
including administrative and technical
offices, a conference room for official
meetings, and dedicated rooms for
bilateral meetings. These facilities will
provide suitable spaces for meetings of
the Organization’s governing bodies and
technical committees, the reception of
official delegations, and the organization
of bilateral and multilateral meetings and
consultations.

This project is particularly significant given
that the Kingdom of Morocco has hosted
the headquarters of the Arab Civil Aviation

February 1996. Over the pastthree decades,
Rabat has served as the Organization’s
permanent base of operations and as
a centre for its activities, meetings and
programmes aimed at strengthening
Arab cooperation and coordination in civil
aviation.

The construction of the new headquarters
marks a new chapter in the longstanding
partnership between the Kingdom of
Morocco and the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization. It also reflects the Kingdom’s
commitment to continuing to host the
Organization’s headquarters and to
providing the institutional infrastructure
required to support its work in line with
developments in the civil aviation sector
and the evolving needs of joint Arab action.

The new headquarters is expected to serve
asamoderninstitutional hub for cooperation,
coordination and joint Arab efforts in civil
aviation. It will provide the Organization with
an appropriate environment to continue
implementing its programmes and initiatives
and to strengthen its engagement with
Member States, as well as relevant regional
and international organizations and bodies,
in support of its objectives of developing
civil aviation and promoting integration and
cooperation among Arab countries.

Organization since its establishment in

0 . C\ .'\’. )‘}" . .
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He also noted that the momentum expected
in the air transport sector over the coming

years would require meeting growing
needs for the necessary equipment and
infrastructure, both in the Kingdom of
Morocco and across Arab countries and
the rest of the world.

For his part, Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui,
Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, stated that the new
headquarters would provide a working
environmentmeetinginternational standards
for the Organization’s staff and personnel,
as well as Arab delegations. He emphasized
that the project also reflects the standing
of the civil aviation sector in Morocco and
the progress it continues to achieve. He
added that the project would represent a
gualitative milestone in the Organization’s
operations and performance, enabling it to
accelerate its activities and deliver services
that meet the aspirations of Arab citizens in
the field of air transport.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

H.E. Dr. Sameh El-Hefny, Minister of
Civil Aviation of the Arab Republic of
Egypt, affirmed that the commencement
of construction works for the new
headquarters represents an important step
in the Organization’s development and
reflects its commitment to modernizing
its institutional infrastructure in line with
the rapid developments taking place in
the civil aviation sector. He noted that
the planned headquarters would provide
better facilities for implementing the
Organization’s programmes and initiatives,
while supporting broader cooperation and
the exchange of expertise among Arab
Member States.

The Egyptian Minister of Civil Aviation added
that the current phase calls for greater
coordination and an enhanced exchange
of Arab perspectives and expertise to
keep pace with regional and international
developments. He stressed that the
project would contribute to strengthening
communication between the Organization,
its Member States and its partners, while
reinforcing its presence in civil aviation
forums.

Dr. Sameh El-Hefny also expressed his
appreciation to the Kingdom of Morocco for
its continued support for the Organization,
emphasizing that the continued hosting of
its headquarters in Rabat embodies the
depth of Arab partnership and reflects
the Kingdom’s commitment to supporting
joint Arab institutions and providing the
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Commencement of Construction Works for the New Headquarters of the Arab

Civil Aviation Organization in Rabat

L .

Construction  works  for the new
headquarters of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAOQ) officially commenced
in Rabat, the capital of the Kingdom of
Morocco, on Thursday, 8 October 2026,
at an official ceremony presided over by
H.E. Mr. Abdessamad Kayouh, Minister
of Transport and Logistics of the Kingdom
of Morocco, and H.E. Pilot Dr. Sameh EI-
Hefny, Minister of Civil Aviation of the Arab
Republic of Egypt and President of the
current session of the General Assembly
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization.
The ceremony was attended by several
members of the Organization’s Executive
Council, as well as a number of officials
and stakeholders involved in the project.

“.

This project forms part of the continued
support provided by the Kingdom of
Morocco to the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization and reflects its commitment
to ensuring the appropriate conditions

for the Organization to fulfil its mandate
and strengthen its role in serving the civil
aviation sector across Arab countries.

On this occasion, Mr. Kayouh emphasized
that the new headquarters of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization would play an
important role in guiding and developing
civil aviation services across Arab
countries, in accordance with the provisions
of the agreements concluded within the
framework of the League of Arab States.

Mr. Kayouh explained that, in addition
to accommodating the Organization’s
activities, the new headquarters would
serve as a venue for regular meetings of civil
aviation representatives and Arab Ministers
of Transport. He further highlighted that the
implementation of this project underscores
the important role played by the Kingdom
of Morocco in the field of air transport.
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The Organization’s participation in the
proceedings of the Economic and Social
Council also forms part of its continued
active engagement within the framework
of joint Arab action and reflects its
commitment to following up on decisions
and recommendations relevant to the
work of Arab specialized organizations,
contributing to enhanced institutional
coordination and supporting the
development of working mechanisms that
facilitate the implementation of approved
programmes and plans.

The participation of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization in the 118th Session of the
Economic and Social Council reaffirms its
commitment to continuing its contribution
to the efforts of joint Arab action and to

’.

Ww o,

strengthening the position of the civil
aviation sector within the broader economic
and social development agenda, given its
strategic role in connecting Arab States
and contributing to the promotion of trade,
investment, tourism, and sustainable
development.

This participation also reflects the
Organization’s commitment to keeping
pace with the new orientations emerging
across the Arab region, particularly in the
fields of digital transformation, artificial
intelligence, and sustainable development,
and to translating these orientations into
practical initiatives and programmes that
serve the future of Arab civil aviation and
respond to the aspirations of Arab States.

\§ /) . .
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In this context, H.E. Ambassador Nabil
Fahmy, Secretary-General of the League
of Arab States, emphasized, during his
first participation before the Economic
and Social Council at the ministerial level
since assuming his duties, the importance
of moving from the stage of developing
strategies and visions to that of effective
implementation and the achievement of
tangible results, through the establishment
of clear objectives and mechanisms
for implementation, follow-up, and the
measurement of outcomes.

The Secretary-General noted that the
rapid developments in the fields of artificial
intelligence and digital transformation
require Arab States to intensify coordination
and adoptasystematic approachtothinking
and planning, while making effective
use of the opportunities offered by these
developments in a manner that responds to
the needs and aspirations of Arab citizens.
He stressed that artificial intelligence is no
longer merely a theoretical subject, but
has become an area that requires serious
engagement with its challenges and
effective utilization of the opportunities it
presents.

He also called for the adoption of an Arab
model for comprehensive development
that takes into account the specific
characteristics of the region and the
requirements of the current stage,
advances sustainable development across
its economic, social, and environmental
dimensions, and contributes to building

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

societies that are better equipped to keep
pace with future transformations.

In this regard, the Secretary-General
underscored the importance of developing
the mechanisms of joint Arab action and
strengthening the role of Arab institutions
and specialized organizations as centres
of expertise capable of transforming
initiatives and visions into implementable
programmes and sustainable policies,
thereby promoting institutional integration
and enhancing the efficiency of joint Arab
action.

These orientations are of particular
relevance to the Arab civil aviation sector,
in light of the rapid transformations affecting
the industry in areas such as digitalization,
artificial intelligence, sustainability, and
innovation, as well as the opportunities
these developments offer to enhance the
efficiency of air transport, improve services,
and raise standards of safety, security, and
sustainability.

Within this framework, the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization continues its efforts,
as the specialized Arab centre of expertise
in the field of civil aviation, to support Arab
States in developing sectoral policies and
strategies, strengthening  coordination
and the exchange of expertise, building
capacities, and keeping pace with the
rapid developments taking place in the
civil aviation sector at both the regional and
international levels.
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Arab Civil Aviation Organization Participates in the 118th Session of the

Economic and Social Council of the League of Arab States

The Arab Civil
(ACAOQ),

Aviation  Organization
represented by a delegation
headed by H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui,

Director General of the Organization,
participated in the proceedings of the
118th Regular Session of the Economic
and Social Council of the League of Arab
States at the ministerial level. The session
was held at the headquarters of the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States in
Cairo, with the participation of ministers
and representatives of Arab States and
Arab specialized organizations, from 30
August to 3 September 2026.

The Organization’s participation reflects
its commitment to continuing its active
contribution to the work of the bodies
of the League of Arab States and to
strengthening coordination and integration

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

with the General Secretariat, Arab States,
and Arab specialized organizations, in
support of the Arab joint action process
and the development of the Arab civil
aviation sector and its role in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals.

The session addressed a number of
priority economic, social, and development
issues and files, against the backdrop of
the rapid transformations and challenges
facing the Arab region and the world.
These included issues related to economic
integration, sustainable development,
digital transformation, artificial intelligence,
and food security, in addition to a number
of topics aimed at strengthening joint Arab
action.
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ACAO General Assembly Presidency Condemns Attacks Targeting Airports in

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The Presidency of the General
Assembly of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAQO),

in a statement issued on
10 October 2026, strongly
condemned the attacks

targeting several airports in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
emphasizing that these attacks
pose a serious threat to civil
aviation safety and the security
of passengers and personnel in
the air transport sector.

The Presidency also expressed
its full solidarity with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
stressing the need to protect
airports and civilian facilities
and to respect international law
and international obligations
relating to civil aviation, in order
to safeguard the security and
safety of air navigation and
ensure the continuity of civil
aviation operations throughout
the region and around the world.

The Presidency called for an
immediate cessation of these
attacks and urged all parties
to refrain from any actions that
could threaten the security and
stability of the region.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization
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STATEMENT

BY THE PRESIDENCY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ARAB CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

ON THE TARGETING OF SEVERAL AIRPORTS IN THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

The Presidency of the General Assembly of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO)
strongly condemns the attacks targeting several airports in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, which resulted in casualties, injuries, and material damage. These attacks
constitute a serious threat to the safety of civil aviation and the security of passengers
and personnel in the air transport sector. The Presidency of the General Assembly
affirms that targeting civilian airports, aircraft, and facilities related to civil aviation
constitutes a serious violation of international law and the provisions of the
Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention, 1944).

The Presidency of the General Assembly also expresses its full solidarity with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the face of these attacks and affirms its support for all
legitimate measures undertaken by the Kingdom to protect its territory, safeguard its
security, ensure the safety of its citizens and residents, and protect its vital facilities
and infrastructure. The Presidency of the General Assembly stresses that the security
of civil aviation and the safety of passengers and aviation personnel are fundamental
principles that must not be compromised or put at risk.

It reiterates its call for an immediate cessation of these attacks and urges all parties to
refrain from any actions that could escalate tensions or threaten the security and
stability of the region. The Presidency of the General Assembly of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization reiterates its call for respect for international law and
international obligations relating to civil aviation, and for ensuring the full protection
of airports and civilian facilities, thereby safeguarding the security and safety of civil
aviation and ensuring the continuity of its operations throughout the region and
around the world.
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coordination and
cooperation between
the ACAO and its
Member States becomes
increasingly evident. The
objective is to build a more
resilient and sustainable
civil aviation sector
capable of withstanding
and responding to crises
and threats. In this regard,
the  Organization  has
expressed its institutional
positions  through  the
circulation  of  several
statements, the  most
recent of which was issued
by the Presidency of the
General Assembly. These

statements underscore
the need to protect
airports and civilian

facilities, respect the rules
of international law and
the relevant international
obligations relating to civil
aviation, and safeguard
the safety of air navigation.
These efforts reflect the
Organization’s commitment
to supporting its Member
States and strengthening
joint Arab action, thereby
helping mitigate the impact
of crises, enhance the
sector’s preparedness

Arab Civil Aviation Organization
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to address them, and
ensure the continuity of its
operations in a safe and
stable  environment.

Recognising the
importance of showcasing
the assets and strengths
of Arab Member States,
highlighting their economic,
tourism and cultural
potential, and presenting
the progress achieved in
their civil aviation sectors,
the General Directorate
of the Organization has
sought to dedicate space
in successive issues of
Arab Aviation to introducing
these  countries.  This
initiative aims to highlight
their national experiences
and the development of
their civil aviation sectors,
while strengthening
communication among
Member Statesandcreating
broader opportunities for
the exchange of expertise,
knowledge and successful
practices.

Inthisissue, we are pleased
to present a special feature
on our sisterly country,
the Sultanate of Oman.

The feature highlights the
Sultanate’'s assets and
potential, the progress
achieved in its civil aviation
sector, and the promising
prospects that lie ahead.
This initiative reflects the
Organization’s commitment
to showcasing outstanding
Arab experiences,
strengthening ties and
exchanges among Member
States, and consolidating
the spirit of fraternity and
cooperation that unites
them.

As we present this new
issue of Arab Aviation to
our readers, we hope that
the magazine will continue
to fulfil its mission as a
platform for highlighting
the Organization’s
activities and initiatives,
facilitating the exchange of
knowledge and expertise,
and strengthening
communication among
Member States. In doing

so, it will contribute to
advancing their shared
aspirations for a more
integrated, efficient and
sustainable  Arab  civil
aviation  sector.
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By : Engineer / Khalid
CHERKAOUI

Director General of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization

Arab  Civil Aviation:
Towards More
Integrated and Impactful

Cooperation.

The civil aviation sector
iS undergoing rapid
transformations that call on
Arab countriestostrengthen
coordination and intensify
joint cooperation in order
to keep pace with the

ongoing developments
in the air transport
industry  and  address

the growing challenges
relating to aviation safety
and security, digital
transformation, human
capital development,
sustainability, and the

| EDITORIAL

continuity of air operations
under all circumstances.

In this context, the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAO)playsapivotalrolein
supporting joint Arab action
by providing an institutional
framework for consultation
and coordination among
Member States, promoting
the exchange of expertise
and  experience, and
developing initiatives and
programmes that contribute
to advancing the Arab
civil aviation system and
strengthening its capacity
to adapt to regional and
international developments.

The continuous evolution of
the aviation sector calls for
sustained efforts to develop
cooperation mechanisms,
strengthen integration
among Member States, and
intensify initiatives aimed
at aligning visions and
coordinating positions on
matters of common interest.
It also requires investment
in capacity-building, human
resource development,
and the sharing of
knowledge and expertise,
thereby enhancing Arab

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

countries’  preparedness
to address future
challenges and enabling
them to benefit from the
opportunities arising from
the development of the civil
aviation industry.

The next phase calls for
moving beyond broadening
the scope of cooperation
towards maximising its
impactbytranslatingshared
objectives into practical
initiatives and programmes
that deliver tangible results
and respond to the needs
and priorities of Member
States.  This  approach
should contribute to
enhancing the efficiency
and competitiveness of the
Arab civil aviation sector
while  consolidating the
foundations of integration
and solidarity among its
various components.

Against the backdrop of
the current crises and
tensions  affecting  the
region, particularly the Gulf
region, and the challenges
they pose to civil aviation
safety and security and
the  continuity of air
transport, the importance
of  strengthening  Arab
solidarity and intensifying

Publication of October 2026




%‘\s!‘;; | Workshops and training

Arbitration in Air Transport.

or ey

/

Teama®®

% P4

he

Air Transport.

Workshop on Crisis

Management in Civil
Aviation.

(4) (3)

Airworthiness:

Yeuaa® Current and
Workshop on Air Transport Emerging
Negotiation Skills Statistics. Challenges.

and Bilateral

P T
+* *a,

Consultations.

o =
p

i
4 3 %
L, ; ) Aviation
\n.__',-‘
Workshop on Accident and Safety

Incident Investigation.

Fourth Civil Aviation ;"
Security Week: Threats "°.,"

and Risks.

Aviation 1 .
Training Course on

Security

Modern Strategies for
Corporate Communi-

T e a 5
1 N cation, Public

Relations and Media.

o

-
-
.
]
]
:
. ®

Workshop on Fifth Reg.i-c;nal ..v’ﬂ“ ."'..
Security Equip- Symposium on } 1 .-:

ment and Techno- Innovation and

logies. Cybersecurity.

Media and

' Communication

ﬁ’
Workshop on Developing

aUnified Arab Media ™,

o
Tam

PETT I

Message.

( {/ 2 "‘-.Strategic Management of
:
&

Symposium on Sustainable Aviation
Fuels, Low-Carbon Aviation Fuels and *,

Clean Energy.

Integration of Unmanned Aircraft Systems

(UAS) into Controlled Airspace.

Air

Navigation

Y.
(2

Py
3}

o d
s,
amet”

e,
Vamnns®

Workshop on Green and Sustainable

Meteorology and Air Navigation.

Air Navigation.

=", Workshop on Ground
( (2 Operations Safety and

Oversight of Airport

s
Teamun®

g
PO

Certification.

Aviation

Environment

3,

)
annai®

Seaaus®

o
pL g .

-y
o~ *a

o
Fraunn®

Workshop on Workshop on Carbon

Aircraft Noise. Offsetting under the Carbon
Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International

Aviation (CORSIA).

e Strategic Communication

X
-

.

: Training Course on

o

and Diplomacy in Interna-

tional Aviation Forums.



o

President of the General Assembly and members
of the Executive Council

His Excellency Pilot Dr.
Sameh Ahmed Zaki El-Hefny

Minister of Civil Aviation

Arab Republic of Egypt

- President of the General
Assembly of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization -

His Excellency Mr Abdulaziz bin Abdullah Al-

Duailej

President of the General Authority of Civil

Aviation

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

- Chairman of the Executive Council of the
Organization -

His Excellency Mr. Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi

Director General of the General Civil Aviation
Authority

United Arab Emirates

- Vice-Chairman of the Executive Council of the
Organization -

His Excellency Captain Deifallah His Excellency Mr. Nidal Al- = His Excellency Eng. Naif bin Ali

Al-Farajat Suwailemi bin Hamad Al-Abri

Chairman of the Board Acting Director General of Civil President of Civil Aviation

of Commissioners of the Aviation Authority

Civil Aviatiol! Rggulatory Republic of Tunisia Sultanate of Oman

A - Member of the Executive - Member of the Executive

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Council of the Organization Council of the Organization -
- Member of the Executive

Council of the Organization -

His Excellency Mr. Mohammed
Faleh Al-Hajri

Acting Chairman of the Civil

Authority
Aviation Authority Arab Republic of Egypt
State of Qatar State of Kuwait { - Member of the Executive
- Member of the Executive - Member of the Executive L4 “ Council of the Organization -

Council of the Organization -

His Excellency Dr. Mohammed
Abdul Salam Shlibek

Head of the Civil Aviation
Authority

State of Libya

- Member of the Executive
Council of the Organization -

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

ia
w

His Excellency Mr. Sameh Fawzy
Head of the Civil Aviation

His Excellency Sheikh /Hamoud ~ = -
Mubarak Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah
President of the Directorate /a
General of Civil Aviation |
§

Council of the Organization -

His Excellency Eng. Tariq Talbi His Excellency Captain Saleh

Director General of the Salim bin Nahid
Directorate General of Civil Chairman of the General
Aviation Authority of Civil Aviation and
Kingdom of Morocco Meteorology
- Member of the Executive Republic of Yemen
Council of the Organization - - Member of the Executive

Council of the Organization -

Publication of October 2026



| ARAB CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

Creation

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization is a specialized organization
affiliated to the League of Arab States that aims to strengthen
cooperation and coordination between Arab countries in the field of
civil aviation and its development. It was established on February 7,
1996 when its agreement to establish it came into force, and its first
general assembly was held on June 4-5, 1996.
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Supporting the Arab civil aviation sector
towards leadership, coordinating
between member states, defending
their interests, developing their
capabilities, providing advisory and
training services, supporting them in
regional and international forums, and
publicizing and being proud of their

An effective entity with a supportive
approach to the march of the Arab civil
aviation sector towards leadership
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Commitment: achieving the desired goals and results.
Impartiality and objectivity: impartiality and concern
for fairness and preservation of the common interest.
Efficiency: the optimal use of the most appropriate
resources in achieving the objectives of the
organization.

Credibility: the obligation to provide accurate
information in a timely manner and to clarify its
sources transparently.

Affiliation: Institutional and regional loyalty to the
organization.
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The purposes and objectives of the Organization are to
provide the civil aviation authorities of the Member
States with a framework for joint action to:

Develop a general planning for civil aviation among the
Arab countries in order to develop and ensure its safety.
Promote cooperation and coordination between Member
States in the field of civil aviation and lay the foundations
for this to be of a unified nature.

Work on the development and development of Arab civil
aviation in a way that responds to the needs of the Arab
nation in safe, sound and regular air transport.
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