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with the growth trajectory that had been
expected before the crisis. Negative
effects are also expected to spill over to
destinations outside the region because of
higher ticket prices and reduced reliability
of air connectivity.

The same report shows that airlines
operating in the Middle East account for

..-,:\g)\:g\':_\.

only about 9.5 percent of global capacity
in terms of seats, yet they play a pivotal
role in longhaul traffic between Europe and
Asia. This mismatch between the region’s
modest share of capacity and its central
role in the global network helps explain why
the overall impact of disruption on the
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Current Fuel Availability Situation

The Strait of Hormuz, through which around
20 percent of globally traded oil typically
passes, has seen a 70-80 percent drop
in tanker traffic, tightening flows of crude
oil and refined products, including jet fuel.
Europe relies on the Gulf region to secure
roughly 25-30 percent of its jet fuel needs,
meaning that the effective loss of this
source has created a structural shortfall
that alternative suppliers cannot fully cover
in the short term.

Analyses by |IATA and market experts
indicate that inventories in the most
exposed regions usually cover little more
than a month of demand, leaving a narrow
safety margin before actual shortages
emerge or harsh rationing policies are
adopted if constrained flows persist.

Recovery Timeline According to Forecasts

According to I|ATA’s Director General,
even if the Strait of Hormuz is reopened
and operates normally, restoring jet fuel
supplies to required levels will take “a
period of months,” not just a few weeks.
This is due to several key factors, including
damage and disruption to refining capacity
in the Middle East, which is a pivotal hub
for global jet fuel production, and the time
needed for refineries in India, Nigeria,
China, South Korea, and elsewhere to
adjust production patterns, secure crude
supplies, and increase capacities directed
to jet fuel exports.

In addition, widening refining margins
between jet fuel and other products such
as diesel and crude oil will keep jet fuel
relatively expensive even if benchmark
crude prices retreat, slowing the full return
to “normal” cost levels. For historical
comparison, |ATA notes that jet fuel
markets and airtraffic patterns after the 11
September attacks took about four months
to stabilise, while adapting after the oilprice
shock and financial crisis of 2008-2009
took around 10 to 12 months.

In the short term (1-3 months), the core
risks do not lie in the prospect of “global
fuel depletion” but rather in regional
imbalances in availability and prices. Hub
airports in the Gulf and Europe face higher
price premia, possible constraints on
refuelling, and logistical delays along the
supply chain.

In the medium term (3-12 months), the
generalassessmentleanstowardsagradual
easing in availability as alternative refining
centres respond, but jet fuel margins are
likely to remain higher than prewar levels.
This implies structurally higher operating
costs even after traded volumes return to
conditions closer to normal.

Tourism and Broader Economic Effects

Estimates by Oxford Economics suggest
that even if a swift settlement to the conflict
is reached, the Middle East could see
a decline in visitor numbers in 2026 of
between 11 and 27 percent compared
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and Emirates by 13.6 percent. Even so,
most of these carriers plan to operate at
least twothirds of their baseline capacity
by July, in an effort to return gradually to a
more normal operating pattern while taking
advantage of any improvement in security
and political conditions.

Effects Beyond the Region on Global
Capacity

The effects of the conflict are not confined
to Middle Eastern markets alone. OAG
data on international capacity across 17
regional markets shows that the May 2026
decline extends to other regions, including
Eastern Europe (down about 18.3 percent),
South Asia (9.3 percent), Southeast Asia
(8.3 percent), and East Africa (5.1 percent).
Other regions have seen milder declines,
such as North America (2.1 percent)
and Western Europe (3.7 percent), while
Central Asia stands out as the only region
to record capacity growth in May of around
10 percent, partly reflecting the diversion
of some traffic flows away from traditional
Middle Eastern transit routes.

Fuel, Cost, and Emissions Shock

The cost shock is one of the cleares
consequences in light of the available

documentation. Eurocontrol data indicates .

that average jet fuel prices reached 5."
dollars per gallon on 20 March 2026, ar
increase of 134 percent compared with the
average recorded between January 202t
and 27 February 2026. It is also estimated
that route changes are adding roughly
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206,000 additional flightkilometres per day,
28,000 minutes of flight time, 602 tonnes of
extra fuel burn, and about 1,900 tonnes of
additional carbon dioxide emissions.

Jet fuel prices are currently more than
double their prewar levels, while fuel
typically accounts for between one quarter
and one third of airlines’ operating costs.
This explains why carriers moved early to
impose surcharges on tickets, cut certain
services, and reassess schedules and
destinations. Airline valuation analyses
confirm this picture, highlighting that
fuelprice hedging does not provide full
protection, since a large part of the cost
increase stems from the widening spread
of jet fuel prices over crude oil benchmarks,
not from crude prices alone.

The jet fuel market is currently described
as physically tight and subject to clear
logistical pressures. Baseline projections
suggest that improving availability and
prices will take months, not weeks, even in
an optimistic deescalation scenario.

wrman Fuel prices
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airlines which had planned to serve Middle
Eastern markets in late February cancelled
their entire capacity through the end of
April, representing around 245,000 seats
per week.

Middle Exvt Soheduled Alrling Capacity
i Fieh - mth Agf .

L
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OAG figures (30 April 2026) further show that
the Middle East remains the most affected
market in terms of scheduled capacity,
with international capacity in the region in
May down by 34.7 percent compared with
the February 2026 baseline, meaning that
more than onethird of planned seats have
been withdrawn from service. However,
the same data indicates that the scale of
reductions gradually eases in June and July
(9.9 percent and 5 percent respectively),
reflecting airlines’ bet on an improved
operating environment while maintaining
high flexibility to adjust schedules on the
basis of a planning window of roughly six
weeks.

The crisis has also led to structural shifts
in flight paths: Eurocontrol estimates that
about 1,150 flights per day are subject
to route replanning, with a large share of
traffic shifting to a narrow northern corridor
via Turkey, Georgia, and Azerbaijan, and
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another southern corridor via Saudi Arabia
and Oman.
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Impact on Airlines and Hub Airports

The severity of the impact has varied
among carriers, but the overall direction
is the same: most operators have come
under intense pressure on their operating
schedules. Eurocontrol data indicates that
operations between Europe and the Middle
East fell by 88 percent for Qatar Airways,
79 percent for flydubai, 76 percent for
Pegasus, and 61 percent for both Turkish
Airlines and Etihad Airways, while Emirates
saw a 37 percent decline, in contrast to
Saudi Arabian Airlines, Royal Jordanian,
and Middle East Airlines, which recorded
increases in activity of 3 percent, 8 percent,
and 39 percent respectively.

OAG data confirm this picture, showing that
Middle Eastbased airlines implemented
large cuts to planned capacity for May
2026 relative to the February baseline:
Air Arabia reduced its capacity by about
34.3 percent, Qatar Airways by about
32.4 percent, flydubai by around 28.2
percent, Etihad Airways by 18.2 percent,
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War in the Middle East and Its Impact on Civil Aviation

The war in the Middle East has turned into
a systemic shock affecting the aviation
sector worldwide, rather than merely a local
disturbance in air traffic. Available data
pointstofive concurrentmain effects: severe
disruption of airspace, large reductions in
scheduled capacity, widespread rerouting
of flight paths, a marked cost shock due
to higher fuel and insurance prices, and
broader spillover impacts on tourism,
trade, and the resilience of national
economies. With the approach of the
summer peak season, airlines are planning
their operating schedules in a highly
uncertain environment, even as a ceasefire
has entered into force, which creates some
room to rebuild part of capacity while
maintaining the ability to adapt quickly to
developments in the situation.

Strategic Context

Before the escalation of the conflict,
the Middle East region was among the
bestperforming regions in both passenger
and air cargo traffic. Reports indicate
that airlines in the Middle East recorded
yearonyear growth of 9.3 percent in air
cargo demand and 9.9 percent in capacity
in January 2026, with strong performance
on cargo routes between Europe and the
Middle East, and between the Middle East
and Asia. This indicates that the current
downturn stems from a conflictdriven
shock, not from a structural weakness in
the regional aviation model.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

This background is all the more
important because Arab states have
built their aviation systems around airhub
connectivity, overflight fee revenues, air
e ==

Scale of Operational Disruption

Eurocontrol data shows that flights between
Europe and the Middle East have declined
by 59 percent compared with normal levels,
from about 2,000 daily flights to roughly 800,
a drop of close to 1,200 flights per day on
this market, and around 1,360 fewer daily
flights when including overflights of Europe
related to the Middle East. Airports in Iraq,
Iran, and Kuwait were entirely closed to all
air traffic at the time the report was issued,
while airports in Qatar, Bahrain, and Syria
continued operating under tight operational
constraints.

According to OAG data, nearly 1.7 million
scheduled seats were removed during the
first four weeks of the crisis, equivalent to
about onethird of the capacity that had
been planned for operation in the last week
of February. The data also shows that 44
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are all likely to remain defining features
at least until the end of this decade. This
calls for coordinated action on several
fronts: aligning regulatory processes with
the new industrial realities, supporting
safe aircraft lifeextension programs where
needed, encouraging investment in MRO

W
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and technical capacity, and working with
trade and industrialpolicy stakeholders to
safeguard the resilience and safety of the
global aviation system.
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supplier bases, implementing costreduction
programs, and selectively raising prices.
For regulators and policymakers, this
underscores the importance of stable,
aviationsupportive trade regimes, and the
risk that tariff shocks can erode safety
margins — by putting pressure on smaller
suppliers — and undermine the longterm
economics of fleetrenewal programs.

Against this backdrop, airframe OEMs
are pushing ahead with ambitious plans
to increase production rates, but in an
environment of heightened scrutiny of
quality and schedule realism. Boeing
is seeking first to stabilize its current
programs and then to raise output; once
the 73710 is certified — expected in 2026
— the company plans to open a fourth MAX
production line at Everett, targeting output
of 23 aircraft per month on that line, with a
total of around 84 aircraft per month across
all variants. However, key certifications for
the 7377 and 777X remain pending, and
first deliveries of the 777X are not expected
before 2027, in a context where regulators
have clearly signaled a tougher stance
on production and qualitycontrol issues.
Airbus, for its part, continues to pursue
unprecedented  singleaisle  production
rates, but its leadership acknowledges
a “fine line” between maintaining quality
and achieving rampup targets; emerging
software issues and enginerelated delivery
disruptions already illustrate the complexity
of operations at these high output levels.
Embraer delivered 78 commercial aircraft
in 2025 (versus 73 in 2024) and has cut

production times by between 16% and 40%
on key programs since 2021, yet output of
its E175 line has still been constrained by
CF34 engine availability.

The restructuring of Spirit AeroSystems in
2025 also represents a major shift in the
structure of the aerostructures supply chain.
Boeing reacquired Spirit's Boeingrelated
assets in a transaction valued at 4.7 billion
dollars, while Airbus took over facilities
linked to its own programmes and received
439 million dollars in compensation,
effectively dismantling one of the largest
independent tierone structures suppliers.
This trend reflects a broader strategic
reassessment by airframe OEMs, which
are increasingly inclined to bring critical
structural capabilities back inhouse to
enhance product quality, protectintellectual
property, and stabilize their industrial
systems. While this approach can reduce
certain integration risks at the top of the
supply chain, it also concentrates industrial
risk within the OEMs themselves and may,
over the medium term, weaken competitive
pressure and slow innovation among
suppliers, with potential consequences for
costs and resilience.

Overall, the sector should notexpectareturn
to the preCovid “normal” of ample capacity,
short lead times and a largely predictable
maintenance environment. Instead,
ongoing engine constraints, chronic MRO
bottlenecks, more intensive regulatory
scrutiny, increasingly concentrated supply
chains, and geopolitically driven input costs
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will, on average, remain parked until the
end of 2026. Safran delivered more than
500 LEAP engines in the third quarter of
2025 alone (up 40% yearonyear and 25%
versus the previous quarter), bringing total
LEAP deliveries in the first nine months of
2025 to 1,240 units (up 21% yearonyear),
yet the capacity to supply spare parts
and provide MRO services remains under
severe pressure. Airlines and lessors now
need to hold almost twice as many spare
engines as before to maintain operational
resilience, forcing OEMs to shift part of
their production capacity away from linefit
engines for new aircraft towards spare
engines, and sharply increasing the capital
requirements faced by operators.

This enginerelated pressure, in turn,
exacerbates bottlenecks in MRO capacity.
Shop waiting lists are long, and slots for
major overhauls on widebody engines are
both scarce and extremely expensive; in
some cases, a single overhaul can costtens
of millions of dollars per engine, with delays
of several months before the engine is even
inducted into the shop. Labour shortages,
a lack of spare parts, and certification
bottlenecks are limiting the effective
capacity of the maintenance system to
absorbthe surgeinshop visitsdriven by both
newtechnology engines and lifeextended
legacy aircraft. Passengercabin and seat
(BFE) certification has also emerged as a
latestage bottleneck in reconfigurations
and transitions; there have been instances
where aircraft were delivered “green” or
without seats because certification and

delivery of interiors lagged behind the
airframe and engine schedule. Whereas it
was previously possible to remarket and
transition an aircraft between operators
within a few months, lessors must now
secure maintenance and modification slots
9-12 months in advance, complicating
fleet planning and transaction timing. From
a regulatory perspective, this environment
makes it essential to closely monitor
MRO facility capacity, qualityassurance
mechanisms, and the risk that some work
may be deferred or its scope reduced
under commercial pressure.

Geopoliticsandtrade policy are alsomaking
it more difficult to scale up production. The
2025 US tariffs known as “Liberation Day”
tariffs imposed duties of 25% on steel and
aluminum imports, along with higher tariffs
on certain aerospace components, adding
an estimated 5 billion dollars annually to the
cost base of the US aerospace sector and
increasing aircraft production costs by more
than 10% in some cases. Given the deeply
globalized nature of aerospace supply
chains — with structures and components
crossing borders multiple times during the
production cycle — these tariffs increase
inputcost volatility, weaken the viability
of some suppliers, and in some cases
lengthen lead times. Engine manufacturers
such as Pratt & Whitney, General Electric,
Safran and RollsRoyce are among the
most exposed to these tariffs and have
responded with a range of measures,
including the use of freetrade zones and
bonded warehouses, reconfiguring their
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The Reality of Aircraft Manufacturing, Maintenance, Repair and

Operations

The Aviation Leaders Report 2026, titled
“Evolution & Opportunity”, indicates that the
manufacturing rampup and the expansion
of maintenance, repair and overhaul
(MRO) capabilities in commercial aviation
are colliding with difficult operational and
economic realities, creating a capacity
environment that is tighter and more fragile
than headline production figures alone
might suggest. Engine reliability issues,
MRO bottlenecks, tariffs, and labor and
spareparts constraints are all combining to
increase aircraft and maintenance costs,
slow the pace of fleet renewal, and extend
the service lives of older aircraft, even as
original equipment manufacturers (OEMs)
announce plans to increase output. In this
environment, civil aviation authorities and
industry leaders need greater proactive
regulatory flexibility, better coordinated
capacity planning with the sector, and a
sharper focus on safety and resilience
within the production and maintenance
system.

During 2025, aircraft and engine
manufacturers increased delivery rates as
supply chains stabilized and production
schedules became more predictable, which
alleviated the most acute postpandemic
shortages. Nevertheless, industry leaders
continue to report a “major shortfall” in
available aircraft and engines, especially
widebodies and newtechnology singleaisle
aircraft, more than four years after the
Covid shock. This imbalance is driving

higher aircraft purchase prices, firmer
lease rates, and a significant increase in
maintenance costs “across the entire value
chain”, from OEMs down to MRO providers
and spareparts suppliers. In practice,
aircraft that previously would have been
retired or used as parts donors are being
kept in service, with lease terms extended
and heavy checks authorized, solely
because fleetlevel replacement capacity
is not available at the required scale. For
regulators, thisreality raises questions about
oversight of ageingaircraft programmes,
maintenancestandard robustness under
capacity pressure, and the implications
for longterm fleetmodernization and
decarbonization pathways.

Engines have become the critical
constraint and the central driver of many
commercial and safetyrelated decisions.
Newgeneration engines - particularly
the geared turbofan (GTF) families and
the LEAP families — have not consistently
achieved the expected timeonwing,
leading to earlier and more frequent heavy
shop visits to address durability problems
and “powdermetal” issues in certain
components. Despite substantial capacity
additions — for example, Pratt & Whitney
increased GTF MRO capacity by around
20% in 2025 and targeted roughly 30%
additional growth in shopvisit throughput
— hundreds of aircraft remain grounded,
and the OEM itself expects that about 150
aircraft equipped with PW1000G engines
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agenda and endorsed by the EASA
Management Board. It seeks to streamline
the regulatory framework, reduce overlaps
and administrative burden, and prioritise
clarity and proportionality, with a dedicated
joint board formed by Member State and
stakeholder advisory bodies guiding the
selection and prioritisation of simplification
actions. Multiple ongoing and planned EPAS
tasks, for example those modernising Part
21, Part CAW, pilot licensing and medical
rules, are explicitly flagged as contributing
to this simplification effort.

For heads of aviation authorities and
industry leaders, the EPAS 2023-2026 cycle
therefore represents not only a catalogue
of regulatory deliverables but a strategic
roadmap for how Europe intends to manage

WW o

a more complex, data rich and politically
demanding aviation landscape. It calls
for stronger cross domain collaboration,
deliberate investment in data and analytical
capabilities, proactive management of
cyber and GNSS related vulnerabilities,
tangible measures to secure and develop
the workforce, and engagement with
both high level environmental objectives
and the practical implementation of new
technologies. Aligning national strategies,
State  Safety Plans, corporate risk
management frameworks and investment
plans with these EPAS priorities will be
critical to sustaining safety performance
and public confidence while enabling
innovation and growth in the European and
global air transport system.
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turbulence, icing, wind shear or convective
events. A dedicated research action
reviews scientific evidence on climate
related weather trends and their safety
implications for commercial air transport
with aeroplanes, with the expectation that
these insights will feed back into training
curricula, design standards and ATM/
aerodrome practices.

The overall EPAS action portfolio for 2026
is substantial but more focused than
in previous cycles. Volume |l lists 129
active actions, including 69 rulemaking
tasks, 19 safety promotion activities, 16
Member State tasks, 17 research projects,
2 evaluation tasks and 6 implementation
support projects. While the total number of
actions has slightly decreased, the number
of rulemaking and implementation support
tasks has grown, reflecting a shift towards
fewer but more strategic deliverables. New
rulemaking tasks include technical items
such as regular updates to certification
specifications, changes to the “changed
product rule,” enhanced requirements for
emergency evacuation and operations in
super cooled large droplet icing conditions,
as well as higher level frameworks such
as requirements for ADS providers and
the revision of the PBN Regulation.
Implementation support tasks complement
this by helping States and industry to
implement complex changes, for example
by supporting PBN deployment, counter
UAS measures and a new framework for
assessing simulator capabilities.

From a governance and oversight
perspective, EPAS underlines that many
Member States still face challenges
in recruiting and retaining competent
inspectors, maintaining detailed and up
to date procedures and fully embedding
SSP  principles across institutions. To
address these issues, EASA is evolving
its standardisation system towards a more
risk based and maturity driven model.
States with mature safety management and
good performance will see more combined
and less frequent on site activities, freeing
resources for closer monitoring where
weaknesses persist. At the same time, the
Systemic Enablers of Safety Management
initiative and the “SYS Phase III” work
aim to harmonise management system
requirements for all competent authorities
and create a more coherent picture of
compliance and performance across
domains.

Two horizontal enablers deserve particular
attention from leaders. The first is the
Data4Safety programme, which has
completed a proof of concept phase and
is now entering full development as a
European aviation big data platform. Its
purpose is to combine occurrence reports,
flight data, surveillance information, traffic
and weather data and other relevant

sources in order to identify emerging
risks, support the European safety risk
management process and strengthen State
and industry SMS capabilities. The second
is the rules simplification initiative launched
under the Commission’s Better Regulation
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Runway Safety Task Force, is issuing short
term measures such as a safety information
bulletin on continuous stop bar operations,
and is preparing a best intervention
strategy study to assess the safety impact
of further measures, including surveillance
and on board technologies. In the General
Aviation domain, the “GA Flightpath 2030”
programme is introduced as the strategic
framework for safety culture, sustainable
growth and digitalisation. It encompasses
concepts such as “declared by default”
oversight for proportionate regulation,
policies for sustainable fuels and electric
charging infrastructure, guidance for GNSS
based approaches at non instrument
aerodromes, and initiatives on electronic
conspicuity to reduce mid air collision risks.
These operational strands are supported by
a rich action portfolio in Volume I, including
rulemaking, safety promotion and research
projects aligned with each domain’s risk
profile.

Fourth, the safe and sustainable integration
of new technologies and concepts is
reinforced as a major EPAS theme. The
plan continues to cover artificial intelligence
in aviation, digitalisation, innovative aerial
services and mobility concepts including
UAS and VTOL capable aircraft, new
propulsion  technologies and virtual
certification approaches. The 2026 Edition
of Volume Il introduces new rulemaking
tasks that are particularly relevant for
industry and authorities. Among them

are tasks to revise the PBN Implementing
Regulation

in order to deal with the

unintended consequences of phasing out
conventional navigation procedures, to
define operational requirements for flights
linked to design and production, and to
ensure the safe integration of new business
models such as group operations. In
the ATM/ANS area, EPAS now foresees
common requirements and a dedicated
Part ADS for air traffic data service
providers and regulatory alignment with the
SES 2 framework, recognising that digital
data services are becoming critical safety
components. These initiatives sit alongside
ongoing SESAR related work, activities
on all weather operations and efforts to
implement European electronic personnel
licences.

Fifth, environmental protectionis maintained
as a strategic priority fully integrated into
safety planning. EPAS explicitly supports
the implementation of the European Green
Deal objectives and the Destination 2050
pathway to net zero European aviation by
2050. The 2026 addendum places new
emphasis on implementing the RefuelEU
Aviation Regulation, which aims to scale up
the use of sustainable aviation fuels, and
on ensuring that environmental initiatives
in operations and infrastructure do not
inadvertently create new safety hazards.
Volume |l details actions on environmental
standards for noise and emissions,
certification work to accommodate new
propulsion  technologies safely, and
research projects to understand how
climate change will alter the frequency and
intensity of weather phenomena such as
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and Safety Management Systems (SMS),
human factors, civil-military interaction and
oversight capability. The 2026 addendum
strengthens this pillar in several ways. It
widens the treatment of security related
safety risks to explicitly include the growing
impact of GNSS jamming and spoofing on
civil aviation operations and links this to
the safe transition to a performance based
navigationenvironmentby 2030. Itbroadens
the human factors priority to cover flight
time limitations as an explicit safety issue,
recognising fatigue as a material driver of
risk. It reframes civil-military coordination to
reflect the new geopolitical reality after the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, highlighting
increased defence activity, airspace
demand and the emergence of dual use
certification as a way to ensure high and
common safety levels for State and military
aircraft. Furthermore, it merges the priorities
on capable oversight and level playing
field into a single concept of a uniform
oversight system and introduces new
attention to big data technologies through
the Data4Safety programme, as well as a
dedicated initiative on rules simplification
to reduce complexity and administrative
burden without compromising safety.

Second, competence of personnel
is elevated to a stand alone strategic
priority, recognising that human capital
is a critical enabler of resilience. EPAS
sets out a comprehensive approach that
includes modernising pilot licensing and
training systems, reinforcing the regulatory
framework for instructors and examiners,

updating simulation and training device
requirements, and strengthening language
proficiency and competence frameworks
across domains. The 2026 addendum
rescopes the section on “other aviation
personnel” into a broader concern for
the availability of competent aviation
personnel. It acknowledges an emerging
structural shortage across the industry
and outlines four work streams: attracting
next generation professionals through
targeted programmes, widening the talent
pool through diversity, equity and inclusion
initiatives, improving organisational culture
and safety leadership to retain staff, and
promoting long term career paths including
transitions into authorities. EPAS Volume |l
translates this into specific actions such
as SPT.0107 on workforce shortage and
several rulemaking and safety promotion
tasks aimed at modern, evidence based
training systems.

Third, operational safety is addressed
across all major domains: commercial air
transport and NCC aeroplane operations,
rotorcraft, General Aviation, continuing
airworthiness,  ATM/ANS,  aerodromes
and ground handling. EPAS maintains the
focus on established key risk areas but
introduces several notable refinements for
the 2026 horizon. In commercial aeroplane
operations, runway safety is identified as a
specific sub priority after data showed an
increase in runway incursions following the
pandemic, both in absolute numbers and
in rates per million flights. EASA has set up
a dedicated Runway Safety Team and a
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The European Plan for Aviation Safety

EURCOPEAN PLAN FOR

FANY4VAND
SAFETY

(EPAS)

2026

ADDERNMDLUIMNRN TO

EPAS VOLUME | (2022-2025)

Strateqgic priorities

The European Plan for Aviation Safety
(EPAS) for 2023-2026, as reflected in
Volume I, its 2026 addendum and the 2026
Edition of Volume IlI, defines the strategic
safety agenda for the European aviation
system and serves as the regional aviation
safety plan (RASP) for EASA Member
States. It sets out how Europe intends
to maintain a high and uniform level of
safety while also managing the pressures
of sustainability, technological change,
geopolitical instability and  workforce
constraints.

At the highest level, EPAS pursues one
overarching direction: to build a safe,
secure, sustainable and resilient aviation
system that is capable of withstanding
disruptive events of any type, whether they
stem from pandemics, armed conflict, cyber
threats, economic shocks or climate driven
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phenomena. The reference period for these
strategic priorities has been extended by
the addendum so that Volume | now runs
to the end of 2026, with a full revision of the
framework expected thereafter. Volumes
II'and Ill continue to be updated annually,
allowing the concrete actions and safety
risk portfolios to remain aligned with the
evolving operational context. EPAS remains
fully integrated within the European Aviation
Safety Program and consistent with ICAO
global plans and the European ATM Master
Plan, thereby offering States an efficient
way to discharge their obligations for State
Safety Plans while ensuring coherence at
regional

The strategic priorities are grouped into
five broad areas. First, systemic safety
resilience addresses cross cutting risks, the
maturity of State Safety Programmes (SSP)

Publication of June 2026




PG & OR3IA BACELDG

| Reports

.

Smrte Lt iaiyat By Aol fosiomind +

The A321XLR is a clear example of
this shift; Iberia, American Airlines, and
IndiGo have already taken delivery of this
type, while Aer Lingus, Qantas, AirAsia,
JetBlue, JetSMART, and Wizz Air all have
outstanding orders. American Airlines CFO
Devon May has described the aircraft as “a
fantastic plane” with extra space dedicated
to premium cabins, enabling economically
viable operation of routes such as New
York (JFK)-Edinburgh, New York-San
Francisco, and Boston-Los Angeles. For
planners and regulators, this points to the
increasing use of longrange narrowbody
aircraft to open or support transcontinental
and transoceanic links, with implications
for traffic flows, airportinfrastructure needs,
and oversight of extendedrange operations.

At the same time, industry leaders warn that
the current strong performance, driven by

premium travel, may be fragile. Orix
Aviation CEO James Meyler cautions
that a geopolitical or economic shock
—from a correction in financial markets
to disruptions associated with artificial
intelligence or cryptoasset volatility
— could quickly weaken demand for
premium and frequent travel while
cost structures remain structurally
high. With net margins around 3.9%,
even aslight decline inrevenues could
push many highly leveraged or structurally
weaker airlines into losses and potential
restructuring, tilting the balance toward
carriers with stronger capital positions.

Early signs of a demand shift are
already emerging in some markets. In
North America, |IATA data show that
domestic passenger load factors fell by
1.9 percentage points yearonyear up to
November 2025, as capacity rose by 1.4%
while demand was broadly flat, marking
ten consecutive months of declining load
factors. Analysts cited in the chapter note
that the “cash cushions” accumulated
after the pandemic have eroded and,
combined with inflation and higher fares,
are prompting U.S. consumers to travel
less frequently, particularly on domestic
routes where some intrastate fares can be
higher than certain international tickets.

IR A Y S
ww.o%(‘{’.‘

STV

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Publication of June 2026




% | Reports

over loyalty benefits, cabin products,
lounges, and even onboard WiFi, shifting
the center of profitability from a focus on
volume to a focus on yield and product
differentiation.

Pressures on LowCostand UltraLowCost
Models

The same forces supporting the boom
in premium travel are exerting mounting
pressure on traditional lowcost carrier
(LCC) and ultralowcost carrier (ULCC)
models, particularly in North America.
United Airlines CEO Scott Kirby has
described the ULCC model as a “failed
experiment,” arguing that the market has
decisively shifted toward higherspending
premium travelers rather than relying
solely on lowfare, volumedriven demand.
Evidence cited in the chapter shows U.S.
lowfare airlines losing share to legacy
carriers that combine premium cabins,
extensive loyalty programs, and broader
international networks that appeal to both
business travelers and higherincome
leisure segments.

In response, many lowcost and ultralowcost
airlines are selectively moving upmarket.
Frontier Airlines, for example, has
introduced new “firstclassstyle” seating in
the first two rows of the aircraft from 2025
and launched its “UpFront Plus” product,
which guarantees an empty middle seat,
similar to European businessclass layouts.
Spirit Airlines has long offered its “Big Front
Seat” concept, providing a quasipremium
experience at the front of the cabin, while

JetBlue’s “Mint” product is a genuine
premium cabin embedded within a lowcost
model. In Asia, VietJet has become the first
ULCC to introduce a true businessclass
cabin. Europe’'s Wizz Air and Ryanair
are enhancing their “extra legroom” and
frontrow seat offerings, expanding these
highervalue seat options to increase
revenue from passengers willing to pay
more for comfort and convenience.

Structural Shifts in Demand, Fleets, and
Emerging Risks

The chapter also highlights structural
changes in demand patterns that reinforce
the premiumtravel trend and influence fleet
strategies. Avolon CEO Andy Cronin notes
that leisure travelers have become more
willing to travel longer distances to reach
less crowded or bettervalue destinations,
contributing to a “welldocumented” shift
toward premium travel, particularly in the
U.S. market. At the same time, lowcost
carrier traffic in AsiaPacific has grown by
about 12% yearonyear in terms of revenue
passenger kilometers (RPKs), and the
Middle East remains a key growth driver for
global air connectivity. These patterns are
fueling demand for both widebody aircraft
and longerrange narrowbody aircraft
capable of accommodating premium
cabins on thinner longhaul routes.
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realigning with a longstanding transatlantic
policy. A separate bilateral agreement
with the United Kingdom provided a
similar zerotariff framework for aerospace
products, including components and
engines. While these decisions removed
the most acute direct threats to aircraft and
engine imports, they maintained tariffs on
primary inputs such as steel and aluminum,
which continue to feed through into higher
production and maintenance costs and
longer lead times for some components.

The Boom in Premium Travel and the
Reshaping of Airline Business Models

M TR Y TP RFONIANCT | ATED 1 MOATE AL

Against this economic and political
backdrop, the  strongest  structural
trend highlighted in this chapter is the
accelerating “boom in premium travel.”
Airline reports from various regions indicate
that first, business, and premium economy
cabins — together with associated loyalty
programs and ancillary revenues — have
become core profit drivers, particularly in
markets facing capacity constraints and
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sustained demand from business travelers
and highspending leisure segments.

Network and longhaul carriers are racing
to upgrade frontcabin products, invest
in lounges, and expand loyalty benefits.
In North America, American Airlines has
reinforced its premium positioning through
the rollout of a new businessclass cabin
within a broad fleetrenewal program. In
the Middle East, Emirates is undertaking
a bbilliondollar retrofit program to add
premium economy seats on 219 A380 and
B777 aircraft, reinforcing its positioning as
an ultrapremium carrier. Etihad Airways
has introduced first and businessclass
cabins on its singleaisle Airbus A321LR
aircraft — an unusual move for this
aircraft type but one that reflects
demand for premium seating even on
routes traditionally considered short to
mediumhaul. Qatar Airways is upgrading
its Qsuite businessclass product, while
Saudi startup Riyadh Air has unveiled
highly designed premiumcabin concepts
ahead of its official launch so they serve
as a differentiation tool from day one.

A similar trend is evident in the AsiaPacific
region. Japan’s ANA and JAL are
introducing new suites and undertaking
comprehensive  premiumcabin  refresh
programs across their fleets. Singapore
Airlines and EVA Air continue to top global
rankings in premiumproduct categories,
while Cathay Pacific and Air New Zealand
maintain strong reputations for cabin and
service quality. One analyst has described
this global “race to the top” as competition
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Nevertheless, cost pressures remain highly
tangible, with the airline industry’s total
costs expected to rise to 981 billion dollars
in 2026, an increase of 4.2% over the
previous year. Fuel costs have benefited
from relatively low and stable prices, but
nonfuel costs exhibit structural rigidity, as
labor has now become the secondlargest
cost item after fuel, representing about
28% of total airline costs and rising faster
than general inflation due to pilot shortages
and union wage demands pushing pay
and Dbenefits higher across regions.
Maintenance and equipment costs are
also increasing as the limited availability
of newgeneration aircraft persists, forcing
operators to keep older aircraft in service,
which in turn increases heavy checks and
exacerbates constraints on maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO) capacity.

Tariff Turbulence and Its Policy and
Market Implications

The U.S. tariff packages known as the
“Liberation Day” tariffs, announced in
April 2025, provide a clear example

of how trade measures reverberate
across the aviation ecosystem. The
initial announcement, which created
uncertainty over the application of
higher tariffs on aircraft, engines, and
spare parts, had immediate effects in
the North American market. Some U.S.
airlines experienced weekly booking
declines of up to 12%, as travelers and
corporations reacted to headlines and

siriines reassessed capacity and pricing

strategies. In response, many carriers
moved quickly to reduce capacity, cancel
noncore routes, and withdraw or adjust
their 2025 guidance to protect margins,
prompting share prices to fall by 10-15%
as investors reassessed risk.

Major U.S. airlines — led by American
Airlines — mounted intensive lobbying
campaigns for exemptions and resisted
attempts by manufacturers to pass on
higher input costs resulting from the tariffs.
Delta Air Lines took a particularly public
stance, with CEO Ed Bastian declaring in
April 2025 that the airline “will not pay any
tariffs on any aircraft we take delivery of,”
explaining that adding 20% to the aircraft
price makes the economics unworkable.
This firm position by a major buyer
highlighted the practical limits to airlines’
ability to absorb tariffdriven price increases
in capitalintensive fleet plans.

By September 2025, U.S. authorities
had issued official guidance exempting
aircraft and aircraft parts imported from
the European Union from additional
tariffs, effectively restoring a “mutual

zerotariff” regime on these products and
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Tariff Turbulence and the Boom in Premium Travel (Premium)

According to The Aviation Leaders Report
2026, titled “Evolution & Opportunity”,
Airlines enter 2026 posting unprecedented
headline indicators — with more than one
trillion dollars in revenues, record profits,
and strong demand for premium cabins
— yet these outcomes rest fundamentally
on constrained capacity, elevated costs,
and growing structural imbalances
between business models and regions.
The interaction between tariff turbulence,
capacity constraints, and a clear shift
toward premium travel is reshaping
airline strategies, with direct implications
for regulatory oversight, levels of air
connectivity, consumer protection, and the
sector’'s longterm resilience.

Macroeconomic Background and Airline
Financial Performance

Industry  outlooks confirm that the
postpandemic recovery has evolved into
a continuing, though fragile, upcycle.
IATA estimates that global airline revenues
exceeded one trillion dollars in 2025,
driven by robust growth in passenger
traffic and the continued strength of yields.
Passenger revenues alone rose by about
5% yearonyear to around 751 billion dollars,
supported by global load factors averaging
between 83.8-84%, and even surpassing
these levels in some mature markets, which
kept air fares elevated through 2026.
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FIE. 1: WORLD ECOROMIC GROWTH [E0P), AIR PASSENGER TRAFFIC (RPY), AELIE PROFITS (S8

Profitability indicators show a mix of
progress and fragility. For 2025, the
International Air Transport Association
projects record operating profits of 67
billion dollars with an operating margin of
6.6%, and a net profit of 39.5 billion dollars
with a net margin of 3.9%. Looking to 2026,
forecasts point to a slightimprovement, with
expected operating profits of 72.8 billion
dollars (a 6.9% margin) and net profits of 41
billion dollars, while the net margin remains
around 3.9%. These projections assume
global GDP growth of about 3.1% and a
decline in inflation to 3.7%, conditions still
exposed to lagged effects of U.S. tariffs on
energy and food prices and to the impact
of accompanying monetary policies.
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10 per cent of the required emissions
reductions.

From the perspective of civil aviation
authorities and governments, the report
identifies a narrow but critical window of
roughly five years that will largely determine
whether a costeffective pathway to the 2050
goal can be followed. Policymakers are
encouraged to establish stable, longterm
frameworks to support SAF production
and use, including clear incentives or
obligations, streamlined certification
procedures and sustainability standards,
integration of aviation energy needs into
national energy and industrial strategies,
and support for globally harmonized SAF
accounting systems such as bookandclaim.
Regulators are likewise called upon to
help address supply chain bottlenecks
and certification delays that slow the entry
into service of more efficient aircraft, and
to be prepared to enable the safe and
timely market introduction of innovative
technologies, including nonconventional
aircraft  configurations,  hybridelectric
propulsion systems, and hydrogenpowered
aircraft where appropriate and feasible.
The document also highlights the priority
of modernizing and digitizing air traffic
management to enable more efficient
routings, reduce congestion, and pave
the way for future contrailmitigation

procedures, while planning early for the
integration of new traffic types such as
advanced air mobility into the airspace
system. Governments are further invited to
fully implement and strengthen CORSIA,
avoid fragmentation through overlapping

national instruments, and support the
development and deployment of carbon
capture, utilization, and storage solutions
capable of providing highintegrity removals
for the aviation sector.

For air transport leaders in airlines, airports,
manufacturing, and service provision,
“Waypoint 2050” frames decarbonization
both as an obligation and as a strategic
imperative. The transition to netzero
emissions is estimated to entail additional
costs of up to 4.7 trillion US dollars by
2050, most of which relate to SAF, yet the
document underlines that the longterm
costs of inaction may be substantially
higher, given the prospect of rising
financing costs, increasingly stringent
and fragmented climate policies, growing
physical climate impacts on infrastructure
and operations, and declining demand
from more climateconscious customers.
Against this backdrop, integrating netzero
pathways into corporate strategies,
securing longterm SAF offtake agreements,
deepening partnerships with the energy
and finance sectors, and advancing
systematically on operational efficiency
and infrastructure development are seen
as essential steps to preserve aviation’s
“license to grow” in a carbonconstrained
world. Overall, the document conveys a
central message to decisionmakers and
industry leaders: achieving zerocarbon
aviation is a difficult but attainable task,
and the decisive factor will be the speed
and coherence of the actions taken during
this decade.
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The “Waypoint 2050” document offers a
flexible analytical framework rather than
a rigid roadmap, structured around four
main pillars of aviation decarbonization:
aircraft and propulsion technologies,
operations and infrastructure, sustainable
aviation fuels, and marketbased measures
including carbon removals. The reference
case, “Scenario 07, assumes a continuation
of current policies and trends, with
ongoing improvements in technology and
operations, a SAF deployment trajectory
based on existing objectives and policies,
and average annual air traffic growth of 3.8
per cent over 2023-2050, with marketbased
measures used to close the remaining
emissions gap. Alongside this reference
case, the report sets out two more ambitious
illustrative scenarios. In the first, “Scenario
17, SAF becomes the principal lever for
decarbonization, requiring between 430
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and 500 million tonnes of SAF production
by 2050, complemented by carbon
removals and marketbased measures to
address residual emissions. In the second,
“Scenario 2”7, greater emphasis is placed
on breakthrough aircraft and propulsion
technologies, including  hybridelectric
and hydrogen concepts, to achieve
deeper insector emissions cuts through
new generations of aircraft, while SAF
and marketbased mechanisms continue
to play key roles in reaching netzero. In
both scenarios, the analysis concludes
that SAF remains the central pillar of the
decarbonization pathway, with technology
and operational efficiency improvements
providing significant but insufficient
reductions on their own, and with operations
and infrastructure improvements capable,
if fully implemented, of delivering around
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CENTRIC MARKET SCENARIO
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SCENARIO 1: FOCUS ON SAF DEPLOYMENT
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policies, technical standards, and
operational reforms can deliver substantial
emissions reductions even as demand for
air transport continues to grow.

This latest edition concludes that achieving
netzero emissions by 2050 remains
technically feasible, but requires a marked
acceleration of effort over the next five
years, particularly in the area of sustainable
aviation fuels (SAF). Production of SAF has
grown rapidly, roughly doubling globally
each vyear since 2018 to reach about
one million tonnes in 2024, equivalent to
around 0.3 per cent of total aviation fuel,
with output expected to rise to around
two million tonnes in 2025, or about 0.7
per cent of total fuel use. More than fifty
airlines — together representing roughly
45 per cent of global air traffic — have
adopted voluntary SAF commitments,
often targeting a 10 per cent SAF share in
their fuel mix by 2030, and many of these
carriers are already operating flights using
SAF. Atthe same time, corporate customers
and other users of air transport services
are increasingly purchasing emissions
reductions associated with SAF, often
through “bookandclaim” mechanisms, in
support of their own climate strategies. At
ICAQ’s third Conference on Aviation and
Alternative Fuels, governments collectively
recognized the need to begin shifting away
from fossil jet fuel and agreed that, by

2030, the average jet fuel used worldwide
should be 5 per cent less carbonintensive
than current fossil jet fuel, relying primarily
on SAF, with lowercarbon aviation fuels
serving as a transitional option where
appropriate.

Marketbased measures remain a core
element of the transition, particularly in the
near and mediumterm. ICAQO has reaffirmed
that the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA)
is the only global marketbased mechanism
in place for the international aviation sector
and has worked to strengthen its design,
while also adopting an ambitious longterm
global goal that provides a reference point
for future action. Early decarbonization
projects and the development of eligible
emissions units under CORSIA show that
credible removals outside the sector can
complement insector reduction efforts,
provided that strict accounting rules
are followed and environmental integrity
is ensured. At the same time, aviation
stakeholders stress the importance of
designing climaterelated taxes, charges,
and levies at the national level in ways
that support decarbonization in the sector,
by directing revenues toward investment
in technology, infrastructure, and SAF
deployment, rather than turning them into
general revenue instruments that do not
directly benefit the transition pathway.
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On the Path to Decarbonization in the Civil Aviation Sector

The Air Transport Action Group (ATAG)
is a global coalition that brings together
various actors across the civil aviation
system, including airlines, airports, aircraft
and engine manufacturers, air navigation
service providers, and other relevant
partners. This coalition works on aviation
sustainability and climate policy issues
by providing a shared analytical basis,
building convergent sectoral positions,
and engaging with the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQO), national
authorities, and international climate forums
to ensure that the aviation sector’s transition
toward carbon neutrality proceeds in a
coordinated, reliable manner consistent
with broader global climate goals. In
2009, ATAG partners adopted one of the
first sectorwide climate strategies at the
global industry level, setting an ambitious
longterm goal of achieving netzero carbon
emissions from air transport by 2050, a
goal that was reaffirmed in 2021 and now
forms the basis for the current edition of the
“Waypoint 2050" analysis.

Over recent decades, technological
and operational improvements have
reduced carbon intensity per revenue
passengerkilometre by more than 80 per
centcompared with the first generation of jet
aircraft, and since 1990 alone have helped
avoid around 14.6 gigatonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions. Today, emissions per
passengerkilometre on a typical flight are

comparable to those of a small car with
average occupancy, reflecting the impact
of continued innovation, effective regulatory
frameworks, infrastructure investment, and
industry initiatives. The third edition of the
“Waypoint 2050” report serves as a key
checkpoint on the aviation decarbonization
pathway, posing two central questions:
whether the sector remains on track to
achieve its netzero goal and whether a
recalibration of this pathway is needed.
Despite  the unprecedented shocks
caused by the Covid19 pandemic, supply
chain disruptions, and recent geopolitical
tensions, the recovery of global air traffic
has been broadly in line with the central
projections used in the previous edition
of the report, and actual fuel consumption
and related emissions up to 2023 have
remained within a narrow margin of the
earlier forecast range. From 1990 to 2024,
aircraftrelated technologies - including
engines, aerodynamics, and advanced
materials — delivered fuel efficiency
gains of about 29 per cent per revenue
passengerkilometre, while operational
measures and infrastructure improvements
— such as higher fleet utilization, improved
load factors, and more efficient operating
procedures — contributed an additional
efficiency gain of around 25 per cent.
Together, these advances have improved
overall efficiency per passengerkilometre
by roughly 54 per cent since 1990,
demonstrating that sustained efficiency
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“Aviation pioneer Otto Lilienthal said, ‘To
design a flying machine is nothing. To build
one is something. But to fly is everything.’
The 15 X-59 flights we've accomplished
since March have been everything to this
team and the mission,” Bahm said. “Every
flight has pushed the boundaries of what’s
possible, steadily expanding the envelope
and strengthening our confidence in the
aircraft.”

But, she said, rather than focusing on
past progress, the team is already looking
ahead.
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“‘“As we look ahead to the upcoming
flights, we’re poised to open the envelope
even further — moving boldly toward the
mission test point this aircraft was built to
achieve,” Bahm said. “Flying supersonic
and reaching these milestones isn’t just
progress; it's the realization of years of
perseverance, innovation, and teamwork.
Each step brings us closer to Phase 2,
and to the future of commercial supersonic
flight.”

A
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NASA’s X-59 quiet supersonic research
aircraft flies above mountains near NASA'’s

Armstrong Flight Research Center in
Edwards, California, on Tuesday, May
12, 2026. NASA continues expanding the
aircraft’s flight envelope to evaluate how it
performs across a range of flight conditions
ahead of upcoming flight tests at speeds
faster than the speed of sound in support
of the agency’s Quesst mission.

NASA/Jim Ross
Next steps

During the X-59’s upcoming flights, pilots
will run through test points while engineers
watch the aircraft’'s performance — but
now in supersonic flight conditions.

“Flying at supersonic speeds is a major
milestone for the X-59 team,” Bahm said.
“Every step of envelope expansion brings
us closer to demonstrating the quiet
supersonic capability that is at the heart
of the Quesst mission. Completing the
first mission-conditions flight is especially
meaningful—it'sthe momentwhere we begin

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

validating the aircraft in the environment it
was designed for.”

In addition to reaching mission condition
during this block of flight tests, the X-59 will
also achieve its maximum speed of Mach
1.6 (1,218 mph) and altitude of 60,000 feet.

But just because the aircraft can go that fast
doesn’t mean it always will fly supersonic.
Testing will continue, including a mix of
subsonic and lower-altitude flights so the
team can continue monitoring it in varied
conditions.

“These flights not only deepen our
confidence in the X-59’'s performance —
they mark our progression toward the future
phases of the mission that will ultimately
help shape the future of supersonic travel,”
Bahm said.

All flights so far and in the upcoming test
block are part of Phase 1 of the X-59’s
Quesst mission, focused on proving the
performance and airworthiness of the
aircraft. Some of those flights will include
early deployment of equipment, including
a probe mounted to one of NASA’s F-15
research aircraft that can measure the
X-59’s unique shock wave signature.

Data gathered during those early probing
flights will allow engineers to prepare for
a new stage of work set to begin later this
year: Quesst Phase 2, when teams will
begin to measure the aircraft’s supersonic
flight signature to verify that it's producing
a quiet supersonic thump, as designed.
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a major milestone for the aircraft. After
that, it will conduct a “mission conditions”
flight, where it will hit Mach 1.4 (925 mph)
at approximately 55,000 feet. That speed
and altitude are important because they'’re
NASA'’s performance targets for the X-59
to eventually fly over U.S. communities to
demonstrate quiet supersonic flight and
collect feedback data about the aircraft’'s
quiet sonic “thump” from the public.

While the X-59 is designed to fly at
supersonic speeds without producing a
loud sonic boom, these early flights are
not yet intended to demonstrate its quiet
supersonic capabilities. The X-59 will be
accompanied by a traditional supersonic
chase plane, so any quiet thump it
produces in the current phase of testing
will be obscured by louder, traditional
sonic booms from the chase. In supersonic
flights this summer, the chase aircraft will
also be outfitted with a specialized shock-
sensing probe to take initial measurements
of the X-59’s shock waves.

Completed flights

The X-59’s first block of flights successfully
met several test goals, generating data
for its team to analyze. After making its
first flight in October 2025, it entered a
scheduled period of maintenance before
returning to the skies in March 2026. It
has since completed 14 additional flights,
marking milestones including:
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Its first gear swing, or the retraction of its
landing gear to show off its sleek design for
the first time.

Reaching altitudes up to 43,000 feet and
near supersonic speeds at Mach 0.95,
approximately 627 mph.

Marking its first dual-flight day and then
making those increasingly routine as the
X-59 team increased flight cadence.

After a period of moving higher and faster,
transitioning into lower and slower test
flight conditions so engineers could gather
information on the X-59’s behavior across a
range of flight conditions.

Data collected during the X-59’s first block
of test flights helped teams better assess
critical systems, including fuel, hydraulics,
environmental controls, and the eXternal
Vision System, which is the aircraft’s unique
series of cameras that feed into a monitor
that allows the pilot to see forward instead
of using a traditional windshield. Teams
monitored how the aircraft behaved during
takeoff, landing, and throughout flight.
Strain  gauges installed throughout the
X-59 collected detailed information on the
forces it experienced, and how its structure
respondedto them.
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NASA'’s X-59 Prepares for First Supersonic Flight

By Nicolas Cholula NASA Armstrong Public Affairs Specialist and Robert

Margetta Public Affairs Speciailst

NASA’s X-59 quiet supersonic research
aircraft flies over Rogers Dry Lake near
NASA’s Armstrong Flight Research Center
in Edwards, California, on Tuesday, May
12, 2026. NASA continues expanding the
aircraft’s flight envelope through a series
of lower-altitude and slower-speed flights
ahead of upcoming flight tests at speeds
faster than the speed of sound.

NASA/Jim Ross

NASA’s X-59 quiet supersonic research
aircraft is preparing for some of its most
significant flights yet. The X-plane is about
to begin a new block of test flights that will
include its first time flying faster than the
speed of sound and other mission-critical
objectives.
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“What comes next is the first time this one-
of-a-kind aircraft will fly supersonic,” said
Cathy Bahm, project manager for NASA'’s
Low Boom Flight Demonstrator. “We are
starting toward the mission conditions test
point that X-59 was designed for.”

After months of flights, the X-59 team
reviewed their progress in late May and
now look toward the aircraft’'s next series
of flight tests, including higher altitudes
and faster speeds. This will give engineers
a look at how the X-59 handles under
required operational conditions for NASA’s
Quesst mission to eventually gather data
on quiet supersonic flight.

The team expects the X-59 to fly
supersonic — over 630 mph — for the first
time at approximately 43,000 feet altitude
during a series of test flights in early June,
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revenue protection and brand integrity.
At the same time, the case summaries
show that no layer of the ecosystem is
spared: in a single quarter, several airlines,
multiple airports, the world’s largest airport
handling company, at least one civil
aviation authority, and several supplychain
companies were hit by ransomware, data
breaches or distributed denialofservice
(DDoS) attacks. On the dark web, actors
were advertising exfiltrated databases from
airlines and airports and even unauthorized
access to an airport’s flightmonitoring
software, providing a quantitative indication
of how often intrusions escalate into data
exfiltration and sale.

The report also provides metrics on the
response capacity being built around
the EATMCERT team. In the first quarter
of 2026, the team handled several major
incidents reported by European air
navigation service providers (ANSPs),
a number of airports, one civil aviation
authority and a supplychain company, and
carried out penetration tests on at least six
key systems, including ANSP platforms, an
airline system and new releases of ARTAS
(a Europeanwide distributed surveillance
data processing system that processes
surveillance data reports from conventional
radar, ModeS radar, WAM and ADS

systems to provide users with an accurate
and reliable realtime air traffic picture), as
well as the FEAST test (the First European
Air traffic controller Selection Test) and the
ELPAC test (English Language Proficiency
Communication). Its

for Aeronautical

domain takedown service dealt with dozens
of malicious domains, and the Malware
Information  Sharing  Platform  (MISP)
reached 74 users, reflecting a growing
community using shared threatintelligence
tools. The report also notes the organization
of several workshops, three tabletop
exercises with one State, and new
registrations on the European Aviation
CyberPlatform, indicating thatanincreasing
number of organizations are moving from
passively receiving information to actively
participating in a shared cyberdefense
ecosystem.

For executive leaders, these indicators
clarify both the scale of the problem and the
levers available to address it. The increase
from 15 to 27 ransomware cases in a
single quarter, the constant background of
around 600-900 fraudulent aviationrelated
websites, and more than one hundred
aviationrelated events on the dark web
each quarter mean that nonengagement
with this issue is no longer a viable option.
Conversely, the expansion of penetration
testing, domain takedown actions and
the growing number of platform users
shows that collective mechanisms such as
EATMCERT can significantly amplify the
impact of national and corporate efforts,
if authorities and companies decide to
embed them in their governance structures,
oversight frameworks and investment
decisions.




=@=’ | Reports

A highly active and increasingly dangerous cyber threat environment for

civil aviation
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The EATMCERT team’s report for the first
quarter of 2026 shows that cyber risks
have become a structural and measurable
threat to the aviation sector, with the
team recording 27 ransomware incidents
affecting aviation worldwide, compared
with 15 incidents in the previous quarter,
an 80% increase in three months. Over the
last five quarters, the number of publicly
reported cyber incidents in aviation has
remained within a narrow band of 24 to
34 cases per quarter, with 29 incidents
recorded in the first quarter of 2026,
confirming that the sector is facing a steady
baseline of incidents rather than merely
exceptional spikes. In terms of cybercrime,
darkweb activity related to aviation ranged
from about 117 to 230 events per quarter,
with 148 such events in the first quarter of

2026, indicating a continuous flow of leaked
data, stolen credentials and unauthorized
access offers targeting airlines, airports
and aviation groups.

Customerfacing fraud is likewise
quantitatively documented and persistent.
The number of fraudulent websites
impersonating IATA and A4E member
airlines reached 660 active sites in Q1
2026, while fraudulent sites mimicking
other aviation stakeholders totalled 755
in the same quarter; during 2025 and
early 2026 these figures ranged between
about 400 and 941 cases per quarter. This
shows that between several hundred and
nearly one thousand fake aviationrelated
domains are active at any given time, with
direct consequences for passenger trust,
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and safety equivalence preserved. This
is particularly important for mixed fleets
of simulators and for operators or training
organizations operating across several
regulatory environments or aircraft types.

In the training syllabi themselves, the
Regulation clarifies and updates the
mapping between maneuvers, procedures
and the training media that may be used.
The annexed amendments to Regulation
(EU) No 1178/2011 revise the tables
specifying which elements of initial and
recurrent training, skill tests and proficiency
checks are to be conducted in aircraft, in
training devices or in other media. New or
refined annotations distinguish between
training that must be performed in a
“‘properly qualified training device” and
training that may or must be conducted
in an aircraft. The UPRT (upset prevention
and recovery training) section, for example,
explicitly provides for the use of advanced
simulators for complex upset scenarios,
while retaining certain exercises in aircraft
where necessary. These amendments are
intended to make use of the increased
flexibility and fidelity offered by modern
simulators, while ensuring that critical
exercises remain within appropriate training
environments.

From an

implementation perspective,

the Regulation deliberately defers the
application of some amendments to give
the competent authorities and industry
sufficient time to adapt. It calls on national
authorities and EASA to prepare for the
new FCSbased system by adapting their

oversight, qualification and evaluation
processes, including the capacity to assess
ESLs, validation data and compliance with
the FSTD section of PartORA as amended.
It also lays down explicit deadlines; for
example, FSTD qualification certificate
holders must prepare and submit ESLs and
compliance statements by 30 April 2029 for
devices in active use, and the authorities
are required to have replaced all existing
certificates with the new format by October
2029. These timelines are critical for
strategic planning by both regulators and
training providers.

For heads of aviation authorities, this
Regulation implies the need to update
national implementing measures, inspector
training and internal procedures for the
oversight of training devices, and to
coordinate with EASA to ensure consistent
use of the CSFSTD and the new certificate
formats. For air transport leaders and
training organizations, it requires a
review of simulator fleets to determine the
pathway towards FCS or assignedFCS
status, investment in documentation (ESLs,

validation data roadmaps, engineering
reports) and potential upgrades or
modifications  to  simulators  where

current capabilities are not aligned with
future training needs. For professionals
responsible for pilot training programs,
the Regulation opens the possibility of
designing more flexible, outcomebased
training and checking systems that use
the most appropriate device for each task
within a harmonised European framework.
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To support this new model, the Regulation
introduces a comprehensive set of
definitions and technical mechanisms that
will be familiar to heads of authorities and
industry leaders. It formalizes the role of
the certification specifications for flight
simulation training devices (CSFSTD)
issued by the European Union Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA), defines the FCS
and the concept of an “assigned FCS” for
devices originally qualified under earlier
standards, and requires that each training
device be accompanied by an Equipment
Specification List (ESL) and a clearly
defined qualification basis. The ESL, which
becomes part of the qualification, must
provide accurate and comprehensive
information on the installed equipment,
the capabilities of the device and its
specifications. The Regulation also codifies
the notions of primary reference documents,
validation data, validation data roadmap,
engineering report and the different types
of evaluation (initial, recurrent and special),
with the aim of making the qualification
and oversight of training devices more
transparent and robust.

For existing simulators, the Regulation
lays down detailed transitional provisions.
The competent authorities in the Member
States and EASA must, upon application
by certificate holders, reissue FSTD
qualification certificates to include either
an assigned FCS or a full FCS, depending
on the legacy qualification basis and

the results of the reevaluation. Specific
pathways are set out for fullflight simulators

(FFS), higherlevelflight training devices and
FNPTs qualified under JARSTD standards,
for FTD level 1 devices, and for devices
qualified on the basis of special conditions.
Where the technical conditions are not
met, certificates may be reissued without
an FCS section, and in the case of basic
instrument training devices the existing
specifications will continue to apply until a
specified cutoff date. For devices qualified
to several types and levels for the same
aircraft type, the authorities are instructed
to consolidate those qualifications into
a single certificate containing a single
FCS or a single assigned FCS, using the
highest fidelity levels achieved across the
previous qualifications. All existing FSTD
qualification certificates must be replaced
by certificates in the new format by 30
October 2029, subject to the submission
and review of the ESL and a statement of
compliance with the amended PartORA
FSTD requirements.

The Regulation recognizes that not all
training provisions have yet been built
around the FCS concept. For training
other than typerating and certain forms
of operator recurrent training, the existing
references to FSTD types and levels in the
aircrew and air operations rules will remain
in place for the time being. Accordingly,
the Regulation provides for a mechanism
to determine equivalence between devices
qualified under the new FCS concept
and those that continue to be referred
to by traditional types and levels, so that
training programs can be aligned correctly
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Commission Regulation (EU) 2026781/ On the European framework for

flight simulation training devices

< f'-th.h

The implementation of Commission
Regulation (EU) 2026/781 of 8 April 2026
substantially modernizes the European
framework for flight simulation training
devices (FSTDs) by amending Regulations
(EU) No 1178/2011 (aircrew) and No
965/2012 (air operations). It moves the
system away from a rigid qualification
approach based on “type and level”
towards a capabilitypbased approach,
with significant consequences for national
authorities, training institutions, operators
and simulator manufacturers.

The core reform introduced by this
Regulation is the concept of the “FSTD
capability signature” (FCS). Instead of
relying primarily on fixed FSTD categories
and levels to determine which training tasks
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may be conducted on a given device, the
FCS will describe, on the qualification
certificate itself, the detailed features and
fidelity levels of each device, and the
aircraft or aircraft groups that it simulates.
This approach reflects developments in
simulation technology and is aligned with
ICAO guidance, which recommends that
FSTD qualification be based on the actual
simulation features and fidelity levels rather
than formal labels alone. It is designed to
enable more flexible, taskoriented use of
simulators and to support better alignment
between defined training objectives
(typerating, recurrent training, upset
prevention and recovery training (UPRT),

instrument procedure training, etc.) and the
technical capabilities of the device used.
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companies to address these challenges,
including diversifying and localizing critical
components, using longterm contracting
tools (such as advance purchasing and
capacity reservations), selective vertical
integration, and increased investment in
key suppliers’ capabilities, including digital
tools and advanced quality systems.

From the publicauthority perspective,
this reality points to the need for a more
active role in facilitating transparency and
longterm planning across vital aviation
supply chains, by developing datasharing
frameworks, providing incentives or
support to localize critical capabilities, and
establishing a degree of regulatory flexibility
that allows alternative sourcing while
maintaining required safety levels. There
is also a contingencyplanning dimension:
continuity of airspace operations and
air traffic management will increasingly
depend on the resilience of airlines and air
navigation service providers, as well as on
the robustness of the extended supplier
networks on which they rely.

Building Human Capabilities

The outlook identifies Alrelated
competencies as a strategic priority and
points to strong projected demand for skills
suchasAl, dataanalytics, dataengineering,
and data science in aerospace and related
manufacturing activities. It expects leading
organizations to move beyond hiring a
small number of Al specialists toward
embedding an “Alliterate culture” across
the workforce and leadership, supported
by active partnerships with education and
training institutions.

For authorities and policymakers, this
translates into two main dimensions: first,
the need to build internal capabilities
enabling them to understand, assess,
and regulate Albased systems and digital
sustainment; and second, to support
pathways for developing national and
regional skills so that safetycritical roles are
not undermined by talent shortages. This
may include updating curricula, launching
joint training programs with industry, and
strengthening exchanges of expertise
between civil aviation and defense in digital
and Alrelated fields.

casmal\da)en. .
ww.o%cﬁv

S0V

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Publication of June 2026




% | Reports

The outlook notes thata number of traditional
original equipment manufacturers (OEMSs)
are expanding their service capabilities
and investing in substantial capacity
increases—on the order of 40-50% over
several years—in order to capture higher
margins in the growing aftermarket services
space. At the same time, new MRO hubs
have emerged, particularly in regions
such as the Middle East, where airlines
and governments are heavily investing in
infrastructure and technical capabilities
to reduce reliance on a limited number of
traditional hubs and to better align capacity
with the geographical distribution of fleet
operations.

This new geographic map points to a more
widely distributed global footprint for MRO
activities: major hubs in the United States
tend to concentrate advanced capabilities,
while emerging regional centers absorb a
growing share of routine maintenance and
engineintensive work. From the perspective
of regulators and policymakers, this reality
raises questions around harmonizing
standards, mutual recognition of approvals
and certifications, mechanisms for digital
information exchange, and the ability of
national oversight systems to supervise
more complex, datarich, and crossborder
sustainment chains.

Continued Growth of Commercial Aviation
and the Defense Sector

On the commercial aviation side, the

outlook projects continued growth driven
by higher fleet

utilization and robust

demand for passenger and cargo air
transport, yet this growth is unfolding
under constraints created by persistent
order backlogs and delivery delays, which
push airlines to extend the service life of
existing aircraft. This, in turn, creates a
structurally growing dependence on highly
efficient maintenance systems and digital
sustainment to ensure safety and reliability
as the average age of fleets increases.

In the defense sector, the outlook highlights
a rising budgetary shift toward autonomous
unmanned systems, drones, advanced
weapons, and Alenabled platforms, under
strong pressure to achieve “speed to
field.” However, this trend coincides with
continued reliance on aging platforms and
shortages of spare parts, meaning that
actual operational readiness and mission
execution depend heavily on scalable,
datadriven sustainment systems and on
broadening the base of human talent
proficient in Al and advanced technical
skills.  This “dual track”—simultaneous
growth in civil aviation and modernization
of the defense sector—maintains constant
pressure on shared supply chains, from
raw materials and foundries, through
specialized labor, to advanced software
and digital skills.

The outlook confirms that demand growth
is occurring within fragile supply chains
characterized by material shortages,
tight markets for skilled labor, and
intensifying geopolitical disruptions. It
reviews several strategies adopted by
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the operational theater. In the space
domain, strategies focus on establishing
enterprisewide data and Al governance,
building an Already organizational culture,
and deepening partnerships among
government, industry, and academia. In
civil aviation and commercial operations,
Al is already used in flight and crew
scheduling and in personalizing the
passenger experience, in addition to early
adoption of Albased maintenance and
conditionmonitoring  solutions.

The outlook highlights a core message
for civil aviation authorities: Al cannot be
treated as a standalone tool; it must be
embedded in a broader ecosystem of
autonomous and networked systems that
includes unmanned aircraft, connected
devices, dataintegration frameworks, and
open interfaces, while ensuring its ability to
interoperate with legacy systems currently
in service. This entails direct regulatory

implications, including certification and
approval frameworks, dataengineering
requirements, and interoperability

standards among airspace users and air
navigation infrastructure providers.

Sustainment for Maintenance,
and Overhaul (MRO)

Digital
Repair

The outlook also confirms that aftermarket
services and sustainment represent one of
the sector’'s most stable growth engines,
with doubledigit growth rates, record
sales, and large backlogs of contracts,
particularly in enginerelated activities.

Higher fleet utilization, continued aircraft

order backlogs at manufacturers, and the
decision to keep older aircraft in service for
longer periods all drive sustained growth
in demand for engine maintenance and
lifeextension. Engine services are expected
to account for an increasing share of total
MRO spending over the coming decade,
and digital sustainment is at the heart of this
shift: the outlook describes a clear transition
from fragmented analytics to “integrated,
orchestrated digital workflows” that link
inspection, predictive health monitoring,
inventory positioning, and repair scheduling
within an integrated data environment.
Alenabled inspection systems are being
tested to reduce downtime and enhance
faultdetection accuracy, supporting the
shift toward predictive, conditionbased
maintenance as a standard practice in the
sector.

In the defense domain, sustainment
focuses on increasing platform readiness
and technologically refreshing systems
rather than merely replacing failed parts,
with digital tools embedded directly into
longterm support contracts to manage
aging fleets and complex operational
requirements. Forregulators, thismeansthat
oversight frameworks must move beyond
traditional, procedurebased compliance
checks toward a deeper approach built
on understanding and continuously
supervising the safety of the digital
sustainment architecture, including data
quality, algorithm governance, inservice
software updates, and crossborder data
flows within maintenance networks.
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Aerospace and Defense Industry Outlook for 2026

Deloitte’s audit and consulting compagny
presents a picture of the aviation and
defense industry for 2026, as it enters
a new phase in which growth, safety,
and resilience increasingly depend on
the ability of authorities and industry
leadership to align regulatory, operational,
and investment decisions around artificial
intelligence, digital sustainment, and the
continued increase in demand for civil and
military aviation.

This sector is described as standing at a
“pivotal inflection point,” where entrenched
pressures—digital transformation, supply
chain volatility, skills shortages, and
geopolitical developments—intersect
with new drivers such as agentic Al,
autonomous systems, and emerging air
and space platforms. Commercial aviation
is expected to continue on an expansion
path driven by higher fleet utilization rates
and growing demand for passenger and air
cargo transport, while on the defense side,
operational readiness is gaining priority,
alongside faster introduction of advanced
capabilities into  service, including
Alenabled systems and collaborative
combat aircraft. In this context, “speed
to field” and the ability to keep existing
platforms at high levels of readiness and
availability—instead of relying solely on new
production—emerge as key performance
indicators for the coming phase.
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Deloitte’s outlook clearly distinguishes
between traditional enterprise Al
applications and the more advanced
agentic Al, which can plan, decide, execute,
and learn autonomously within defined
constraints and safeguards, and notes that
most organizations are still in early stages of
adoption due to operational and regulatory
constraints. However, agentic Al is already
delivering tangible productivity gains, and
is expected to move from pilot projects to
broader applications by 2026, especially
in decisionmaking, procurement, planning,
logistics, maintenance, and administrative
operations.

On the defense side, the U.S. Department
of Defense views Al as a core capability and
is working to integrate it into modeling and
simulation, operatorassist tools, command
and control systems, and human—-machine
teaming experiments that aim to increase
the speed and quality of decisions in
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of international standards and strengthen
the capabilities of Member States.

The Symposium also provided an important
platform  for  fostering international
partnerships. It resulted in the signing of 39
agreements, Memoranda of Understanding,
and cooperation projects between ICAO
and a number of States, organizations,
and strategic partners. These initiatives are
aimed at supporting training programmes,
strengthening capacity building, enhancing
the institutional and technical capabilities
of the civil aviation sector, and advancing
aviation safety, security, and sustainability.

In this context, the Kingdom of Morocco,
represented by the Ministry of Transport
and Logistics, signed 13 cooperation
agreements, including a  Training
Agreement and a Project Document with
the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ). These agreements are intended
to support training and qualification
programmes and strengthen capacity
building in the areas of aviation security and
facilitation, further reinforcing Morocco’s
growing position as a regional hub for

o
)
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training and capacity building in the field of
civil aviation.

TheSymposiumconcludedwiththeadoption
of the Marrakech Call to Action, reaffirming
the international community’s commitment
to intensifying efforts to strengthen the
implementation of international civil aviation
standards, expand technical assistance
programmes, invest in human capital, and
develop innovative financing mechanisms
for aviation projects. These commitments
are intended to contribute to building
a safer, more sustainable, and more
resilient global aviation sector capable of
addressing future challenges.

ICAQ also announced the selection of the
Republic of Angola as the host of the Sixth
Global Implementation Support Symposium
(GISS 2027), reaffirming the international
community’s continued commitment to
strengthening cooperation, promoting the
exchange of expertise, and supporting the
effective implementation of international
standards in pursuit of the sustainable
development of global civil aviation.
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The Fifth Global Implementation Support Symposium (GISS 2026) Reinforces
International Cooperation and Capacity Building in Civil Aviation
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GLOBAL IMPLEMENTATION
SUPPORT SYMPOSIUM 2026
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The Fifth Global Implementation Support
Symposium (GISS 2026) was held in
Marrakech, Kingdom of Morocco, from
14 to 16 April 2026. The Symposium was
organized by the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ), graciously hosted by
the Ministry of Transport and Logistics of
the Kingdom of Morocco, under the High
Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed
VI, may God assist and support Him. The
event brought together more than 1,900
high level participants from over 130
States, including 27 Ministers, 70 Directors
General of Civil Aviation Authorities, as well
as senior government officials, international
experts, representatives of international
and regional organizations, financial
institutions, and aviation industry partners.

The Symposium served as one of ICAO’s
premier global platforms dedicated to
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advancing the implementation of ICAO
Standards and Recommended Practices
(SARPs), strengthening international
cooperationin capacity building, enhancing
national civil aviation systems, and
providing technical assistance to States.
These efforts support the implementation
of ICAQ’s Strategic Plan 2026 to 2050 and
further the Organization’s «No Country Left
Behind» initiative.

The Symposium programme featured seven
high level panel discussions addressing
key strategic issues shaping the future of
civil aviation, including aviation financing,
airport infrastructure development,
digital  transformation,  environmental
sustainability, human capital development,
and air connectivity. The discussions also
highlighted best practices and effective
mechanisms to support the implementation
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Morocco

Morocco’s civil aviation sector combined
strong systemwide performance with
tactical adjustments at the national airline
level. Royal Air Maroc was affected by
Gulfrelated disruptions and temporarily
suspended its flights to Dubai and Doha,
but most of its network had returned to
normal by early May; then, in late May, the
airline suspended 12 African and European
routes due to fuel costs and weak demand.

Yemen

Yemen’'s  aviation  sector  remained
structurally fragile, but achieved targeted
institutionaland commercial gains. Regional
conflictrelated disruptions caused sharp
drops in cargo traffic for Middle Eastern
airlines, exacerbating Yemen's limited
connectivity.

Commercially, the startup Fly Aden took
delivery of its first owned Airbus A320
in Aden on 25 March, moving away from
reliance on a leased Boeing 737800, with
plans to expand beyond the Aden-Cairo
route to Amman and a Saudi city once a
second A320 is received later in 2026.
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Despite these adjustments, data from the
National Airports Office showed robust
national growth in passenger numbers,
international traffic, and hub activity at
Mohammed V Airport in Casablanca,
indicating that the wider airport system
remained resilient even as the national
carrier faced a more complex operating
environment.

Separately, on the sidelines of the GISS
2026 conference, the Yemeni Minister of
Transport and the Moroccan Minister of
transport and logistic signed on 15 April a
comprehensive cooperation agreement in
civil aviation. The agreement covered safety
and security, air navigation regulations, air
services agreements, economic oversight
of the cargo market, licensing, training,
airport development and management,
and publicprivate partnerships, with the
establishment of a joint followup committee.
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Libya

Libya’s civil aviation sector showed a clearer
pattern of reactivation compared with
previousyears, withmainconcernscentered
on political and technical rehabilitation.
This is reflected in the strategic cooperation
agreement with Boeing, renewed ICAO
engagement at Mitiga Airport, continued
aeronautical information activity, and the

Egypt

Passengertraffic data show strong growth
in the first quarter of 2026: passenger
numbers in January-February reached
about 4.6 million (up 15% from 2025 and
53% from 2024), and the period from 1
to 29 March saw a yearonyear increase
in passengers of 7.8% despite regional
tensions.

Strategically, President Abdel Fattah
ElISisi reviewed plans to expand airports
and increase privatesector participation,
including Terminal 4 at Cairo International
Airport, and the development of Luxor,
Borg EI Arab in Alexandria, and Alamein
airports, as well as building a new terminal
at the Capital International Airport and
new airports in Saint Catherine and Arish,
alongside discussions on EgyptAir's

fleet, financial performance, and digital
transformation, such as egates.

(x

cautious restoration of regional connectivity
through new services and groundhandling
arrangements. Libya thus emerges more
as an aviation market in reemergence than
a stable market, with institutional opening
and operational reactivation both making
progress.

At a later stage, Minister of Civil Aviation
Sameh Hefny presented a sector strategy
focusing on infrastructure expansion,
sustainability, and digitalization, and a plan
to increase the EgyptAir fleet by 34 aircraft
by around 2030/2031, while the chairman
of the holding company acknowledged a
23-25% decline in operating rates at the
start of the regional crisis but stressed that
there were no issues with fuel supplies and
reaffirmed longterm fleetgrowth targets.

The ICAO Secretary General, for his
part, praised Egypt's decision to keep
its airspace open and its airports on high
alert during the regional airspace crisis,
and Cairo renewed the agreement to
host ICAO’s Middle East Regional Office,
reinforcing Egypt's regional leadership
role.
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State of Kuwait

Kuwait’s aviation sector moved from an
immediate security shock to a carefully
managed normalization path, with a clear
emphasis on protecting passenger rights
and strengthening diplomatic relations.

By late March, sector representatives
stressed that operations were continuing
efficiently despite the regional crisis,
with  Kuwait Airways and privatesector
airlines preserving travel options through
coordination with the authorities and travel
agencies. Kuwait Airways and Jazeera
Airways resumed limited services in late
April under a phased plan: Kuwait Airways
relaunched flights from Terminal 4 to cities
including Cairo, Amman, Delhi, Mumbai,
and Manila, while Jazeera operated flights
from Terminal 5 to Beirut, Cairo, Istanbul,
and Mumbai, on its way to rebuilding
a network of up to 35 destinations with

Lebanon

Lebanon’s aviation system operated under
acute security pressure, with Beirut’s Rafic
Hariri International Airport remaining a
vital lifeline. Until late March, the airport
continued functioning, although traffic
fell to about 30% of its normal level, and
many airlines suspended or reduced their
services, while approach routes were

modified to pass over the sea to avoid
higherrisk areas.

further routes to be added after obtaining
approvals. The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation announced that Arab and foreign
airlines would begin gradually returning
from first June after completion of repair
and upgrade works in Terminal 1 and core
systems, and the Prime Minister inspected
the terminal in preparation for its phased
reactivation.

On the regulatory side, Kuwait launched
in May a service via the “Sahel” digital
platform to process complaints related
to delays, cancellations, refunds, and
baggage issues, thereby strengthening
consumer protection. Operationally, the
authorities prepared to organize 63 Hajj
flights carrying about 8,400 pilgrims and
officials through Terminal 4 between 21
and 23 May, an important live test of system
capabilities after recovery.

From midApril, operations gradually
resumed, with Middle East Airlines
continuing to operate and carriers such as
Qatar Airways and Iraqgi Airways restarting
their flights under assurances that the
airport and access road would not be
targeted, although passenger numbers
remained about 60-70% below normal.
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Sultanate of Oman

The Sultanate of Oman combined tighter
control of its airspace with clear progress
in restructuring the sector and achieving
profitability. The Civil Aviation Authority
suspended all permits for operating
unmanned aircraft and a wide range of air
sports as of 3 March “until further notice,”
then embedded these restrictions, together
with new air navigation and airport charges,
in Aeronautical Information Publication
(AIP) Supplements No. 11/26 and 12/26
issued in May, signaling a cautious security
approach accompanied by regulatory and
financial updates.

Omani airlines were affected by regional
airspace  disruptions, but  Muscat
International Airport continued to operate
normally, and Oman Air added extra flights

State of Qatar

Qatar’'s  aviation  system  remained
operationally constrained, but financially
and institutionally strong. After Qatari
airspace was closed on 28 February, the
Civil Aviation Authority kept operations
going through an emergency corridor
activated from 7 March, which enabled a
limited number of passenger, cargo, and
transit flights under strict controls and in
coordination with the armed forces.

Qatar Airways operated a tight but globally
significant schedule using these corridors,
maintaining links to destinations such
as Cairo, Casablanca, Johannesburg,

S30 Paulo, New York, Frankfurt, London,
Beijing, Mumbai, New Delhi, Jakarta, and

to destinations such as Istanbul, Cairo,
London, Kuala Lumpur, Mumbai, Rome,
and Bangkok to maintain connectivity
even as restrictions remained on some
regional services. On 12 April, the Minister
of  Transport, Communications and
Information Technology and senior sector
officials announced that Oman Air had
achieved its first operating surplus in nearly
fifteen years in 2025, while also highlighting
the government’s acquisition of Salam Air
as part of a broader restructuring of the
aviation sector under a 15year national
strategy that is now entering a “readiness”
phase focused on regulation, enhancing
connectivity, and building maintenance
and repair capabilities.
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State of Qatar

Manila, with the aim of protecting Doha’s
hub function. Operational data showed a
wide gap between scheduled and actually
operated flights in midMarch, but this gap
gradually narrowed by the end of the month,
reflecting a phased approach to recovery.

On 21 May, the Authority highlighted that
Qatar Airways Group recorded a posttax
profit of 7.08 billion Qatari riyals (around
1.94 billion US dollars) for the 2025/2026
financial year, with plans to expand to more
than 150 destinations from midJdune, at a
time when more than 30 partner airlines
were already operating to and from Hamad
International Airport, with additional carriers
such as RwandAir joining in early June.




Somalia

Somalia made progress in unifying
its regulatory framework and financial
integration while preparing to relaunch the
national carrier. On 18 February, the Council
of Ministers approved what was described
as an “aviation safety enforcement
campaign,” suspending several airlines
that did not meet safety requirements,
and forming a committee to review airline
quality and report on the sector’s condition.

The most notable achievement was the
International Air Transport Association’s
(IATA) decision to launch a pilot Billing
and Settlement Plan (BSP) in Somalia,
announced on 29-30 April, covering four
agents and a number of airlines, including

Iraq

Iraq represents a model of using repeated
airspace closures as a riskmanagement
tool. The lragi Civil Aviation Authority
extended comprehensive airspace closures
in successive 72hour periods during
March, covering all arriving, departing, and
overflying flights in response to escalating
regional conflict. The closures continued
for around 40 days, halting passenger and
cargo flights and diverting international
airlines away from Iraqgi airspace, thereby
cancelling daily overflight flows previously
estimated at 750-850 flights, with major
financial losses in overflight fees and airport
activity.
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Ethiopian Airlines, with the aim of extending
it by the end of May to more than 300 Somali
travel agencies. Officials considered
the introduction of BSP a crucial step in
reintegrating Somalia into the global airline
system by improving payment security and
increasing market attractiveness. These
measures build on 2024-2025 reforms
(regaining full control of upper airspace,
reclassifying the airspace as Class A,
upgrading Aden Adde International
Airport, implementing eVisa and API/PNR
systems, and ratifying several international
security agreements) designed to support
the relaunch of Somali Airlines with an initial
fleet of A320200 aircraft.

The lraqgi authorities partially mitigated
the humanitarian impact through an “air
bridge” that used Saudi Arabia’s Arar
Airport as an entry point; by 21 March,
several hundred lIraqgi citizens had been
transported on eight evacuation flights
from New Delhi and Cairo to Arar, then
transferred by land into lrag. After the
ceasefire announcement, Iraqg reopened its
airspace in early April, resumed flights, and
announced new routes to Antalya, Mumbai,
and Muscat in addition to daily services to
Lebanon, signaling movement toward a
controlled recovery within a broader track
to lift the European ban on Iragi Airways
and modernize the sector.
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Sudan

Aviation in Sudan remained centered on
Port Sudan, while Khartoum International
Airport was reopened for limited domestic
operations on 1 February after more than
two years of closure due to the war, with
up to four daily Sudan Airways flights from
Port Sudan and expectations of a broader
commercial recovery to follow.

Port Sudan International Airport continued
to act as the de facto international gateway

Syria

During the same period, Syria’s civil aviation
and air transport sector experienced
severe disruption due to conflict in March,
followed by a notable though still partial
recovery in April and May. Syrian airspace
was closed in March after a major regional
military escalation, and Damascus Airport
was temporarily shut, while Aleppo Airport
reopened earlier but under constrained
conditions, reflecting the close link between
aviation operations and the broader security
context.

A turning point came in early April when
Syrian Arab Airlines/the Syrian Civil Aviation
Authority

announced the reopening

and main operational hub, hosting Sudan
Airways and other airlines such as Tarco
Aviation. Sudan Airways operations relied
on a single A320 aircraft that returned
from heavy maintenance in January 2026,
serving the Port Sudan-Cairo/Riyadh/
Jeddah and Port Sudan-Khartoum routes,
leaving the national carrier highly vulnerable
to any technical or financial disruption.

of all previously closed air routes and
the resumption of normal operations at
Damascus International Airport. By late
April and early May, the Syrian authorities
reported that Qatar Airways and flynas
would resume their flights to Damascus from
first May 2026, and official reports indicated
that overflights in Syrian airspace had risen
from only 32 transit flights in March to
2,523 in April, while 12 international airlines
had resumed services to Damascus and
Aleppo. These figures point to a tangible
recovery from crisis conditions and confirm
the strategic value of Syrian airspace for
overflight traffic.
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Djibouti

Djibouti was characterized by strategic
continuity: Djibouti-FAmbouli International
Airport continued to operate without the full
closures seen in some neighboring states,
and Djibouti’s airspace was not placed in
the highestrisk categories in conflictzone
assessments, despite continuing regional
tensions.

Political attention remained focused on
securing financing for the longplanned
Beidley Airport project (Haj Hassan
Gouled Aptidon International Airport), a

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia has simultaneously acted
as a regional resilience platform and a
growth market in aviation. Saudi airports
handled more than 120 flights operated by
regional airlines between 28 February and
16 March, including Qatar Airways, Kuwait
Airways, Gulf Air, Jazeera Airways, and Iraqi
Airways, highlighting the Kingdom’s role as
a backup platform when the airspace of
neighboring states was disrupted. At the
same time, Saudia kept certain services
to Gulf destinations and the Levant
suspended, and at one stage more than 70
flights were reported cancelled and more
than 900 delayed in a single day due to
airspace restrictions imposed as a result of
the conflict.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization
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400milliondollar project designed to handle
1.5 million passengers and 100 thousand
tons of cargo annually, seen as central
to Dijibouti’'s logistics ambitions under
Vision 2035. Negotiations with the African
Development Bank and other donors,
together with preliminary engineering
works, continued as active projects, while
the national aviation strategy remained
closely linked to port and rail development
and to the relaunch of cargooriented Air
Djibouti.
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The Kingdom also kept its airspace open
despite the heightened level of risk, relying
on dynamic route management and
security coordination, which increased
the burden on air navigation services,
crisismanagement  mechanisms, and
airports’ capacity to absorb sudden surges
in traffic.

New platforms for airlines and logistics
continued to advance, while the launch
of a new airline was delayed due to
aircraft delivery slippages and the timing
of licensing procedures, rather than any
change in political orientations.
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Kingdom of Bahrain

Bahrain moved from precautionary closure
to a structured reopening under a clear
national strategy framework. After its
airspace was closed in late February, the
Civil Aviation Affairs announced on 7-8 April
the full reopening of the airspace following
a multistakeholder security review, which
restored confidence in the Bahrain Flight
Information Region and helped normalize
traffic more broadly across the Gulf region.

By 17 May, Gulf Air had recovered around
75% of its network (40 destinations in
24 countries) and aimed to reach 100%
recovery by 1 June, using a phased
restoration model that gradually increased

Tunisia

The Tunisian authorities approved a
largescale expansion project for Tunis—
Carthage International Airport and included
itinthe 2026 investment budget of the Office
of Civil Aviation and Airports, with the aim of
significantly increasing annual passenger
capacity by 2031. This step reflects a policy
preference for upgrading the existing main
gateway rather than building a new airport
elsewhere, and is closely tied to broader
ambitions in tourism, competitiveness,
connectivity, and the future role of Tunisair
as a reference national carrier.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization
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frequencies in the Middle East, Europe,
the Indian subcontinent, and Africa.
Passengersupport measures included
allowing one free change of travel dates
for tickets valid until 30 June 2026, with
rebooking possible through March 2027, in
addition to extending the validity of miles
and membership tiers expiring in that period
until 30 June 2026. These developments
occurred within the new “National Aviation
Strategy 2026-2027,” aligned with Bahrain’s
Economic Vision 2030, which targets an
increase in connected destinations from 66
to 100, alongside regulatory updates and
infrastructure upgrades.

) o

Algeria

Algeria’s aviation sector has been
marked by confident growth plans for Air
Algérie, coupled with a more assertive
stance in bilateral airservices policy. Air
Algérie announced ambitious targets for
passenger numbers and network size,
advanced internal restructuring programs,
sought digital modernization and improved
passenger services, and opened or
resumed strategic routes including Kuala
Lumpur and Addis Ababa.
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Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Jordan applied narrowly tailored airspace
measures and saw air transport recover
at a relatively rapid pace. The nighttime
airspace closure (from 18:00 to 09:00)
imposed on 2 March as a precautionary
measure in response to regional tensions
was lifted on 3 March after a reassessment
of risks, with the Civil Aviation Regulatory
Commission confirming a full reopening.
From midMarch onward, the authorities
repeatedly stressedthat Jordanianairspace
and Queen Alia International Airport were
operating stably, and foreign missions’
travel advisories continued to confirm the
availability of commercial flights.

United Arab Emirates

The UAE moved quickly from partial
operations, managed on the basis of
riskmanagement principles, to a full return
to normal conditions. Between 1 and 12
March, the country’s airports handled
more than 1.4 million passengers and
7,839 aircraft movements despite unusual
measures, while national carriers had
recovered about 44.6% of their precrisis
activity by midMarch. The national airlines —
Emirates, Etihad Airways, flydubai, and Air
Arabia—issued regular bulletins, selectively
resumed services on commercially

important routes, and provided flexible
waivers for bookings to maintain passenger
confidence.

Data show that daily movements at Queen
Alia Airport dropped from 220-241 flights
before the crisis to about 130-131 flights in
March, but recovered to around 170 flights
on 27 March (roughly 59% of normal levels)
and averaged about 145 flights in April, with
overflight movements in Jordanian airspace
returning to more than 45% of precrisis
levels. The reopening of neighboring
Gulf states’ airspace helped to reinforce
Jordan’s role as a safe corridor, while the
Commission highlighted the planned return
of Turkish Airlines and the launch of new
services by Kuwait Airways and Jazeera
Airways from Kuwait International Airport.

The turning point came in early May
when the General Civil Aviation Authority
announced the full resumption of air traffic
and the lifting of temporary restrictions on
slots and flight levels, following coordination
with defense bodies. By that time, Emirates
had restored between 92% and 96% of its
network, serving around 137 destinations
in 72 countries via more than 1,300 weekly
flights, while Emirates SkyCargo reopened
its dedicated freighter hub at Al Maktoum
International Airport, a core pillar of the
UAE’s logistics model.
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systems while keeping pace with emerging
international challenges and requirements.

The workshop aimed to strengthen regional
cooperation, build capacities, and facilitate
the exchange of expertise and best
practices among the Arab States, thereby
contributing to the continuous development
of aviation security and facilitation systems
and enhancing States’ preparedness to
address current and future challenges
in line with international standards and
recommended practices.

The workshop addressed several key
topics, including:
e Emergingthreats and challenges affecting
civilaviationsecurity;

e Regional implementation of the Global
Aviation Security Plan (GASeP);

® The next generation of airports;

e (Cyber threats and strengthening
cybersecurity for interconnected aviation
systems;

e |[CAQO’s regulatory role in the field of
facilitation;

e Best practices and experience-sharing
on National Facilitation Committees and
National Facilitation Programmes;

e Passenger data systems, border
management tools, and the Interpol
Stolen and Lost Travel Documents (SLTD)
Database;

¢ Regional cooperation, capacity-building,
and training programmes.

The workshop brought together
participants

more

than 100 representing

Arab States, regional and international
organizations, and the aviation industry. In
addition, 25 international experts delivered
presentations and technical interventions
highlighting the latest developments,
experiences, and best practices related to
the workshop themes.

The interactive panel discussions held
throughout the workshop provided a
valuable platform for exchanging views and
discussing the key challenges facing Arab
States in strengthening aviation security
and facilitation, against the backdrop of
evolving security threats, rapid digital
transformation, and the continuous growth
of air transport. The workshop also enabled
participants to exchange experiences,
showcase regional and international
initiatives, and explore practical solutions
aimed at enhancing the effectiveness
and sustainability of aviation security and
facilitation systems.

The workshop concluded with a set
of recommendations emphasizing the
importance  of  further  strengthening
regional cooperation and coordination,
supporting capacity-building and
training programmes, and promoting the
exchange of expertise and best practices
among the Arab States. These efforts will
contribute to enhancing aviation security
and facilitation, improving States’ ability
to address current and future challenges,
and ensuring alignment with the Standards
and Recommended Practices (SARPs) of
the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ).
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Joint Regional Workshop on «Aviation Security and Facilitation»
Organized by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO), the ICAO Middle East
Regional Office (ICAO MID), and the Cooperative Aviation Security Programme —

Middle East (CASP MID)

As part of their continued commitment
to strengthening aviation security and
facilitation, the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAQ), in cooperation with
the ICAO Middle East Regional Office
(ICAO MID) and the Cooperative Aviation
Security Programme — Middle East (CASP
MID), organized a Joint Regional Workshop
on «Aviation Security and Facilitation». The
workshop was held virtually from 20 to 22
July 2026.

The workshop commenced with opening
remarks delivered by:

e Mr. Mohamed Khalifa Rahm, Regional
Director of the ICAO Middle East Regional
Office (ICAO MID);

e Mr. Mohammed bin Saad Al-Fozan,
Chairman of the Cooperative Aviation
Security Programme — Middle East (CASP
MID);

e Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAOQ).

Intheiropeningstatements,thedistinguished
speakers emphasized the importance of
further strengthening cooperation and
coordination among international and
regional organizations and the Arab States.
They also highlighted the need to support
capacity-building initiatives and promote
the exchange of knowledge and expertise
to enhance aviation security and facilitation
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the civil aviation sector in line with the
rapidly evolving regional and international
aviation landscape.

The meeting also devoted particular
attention to the preparations for the
upcoming elections to the Council of the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ), which will take place during the
ICAO Extraordinary Assembly scheduled
for November. H.E. the Director General
underscored the importance of unifying
Arab efforts and mobilizing international
support for the Sultanate of Oman’s
candidacy for membership of the ICAO
Council, noting that the candidacy
enjoys the full endorsement of the Arab
Group and reflects Oman'’s distinguished
standing and valuable contributions to
the advancement of civil aviation at both

the regional and international levels.
For its part, the Singaporean delegation
expressed its appreciation for ACAO’s role
in strengthening coordination among Arab
States and emphasized the importance of
continued consultation and cooperation
on issues of common interest within
international aviation forums, in support of
shared efforts to further develop global civil
aviation.

At the conclusion of the meeting, both
parties expressed their satisfaction with the
excellent relations between ACAO and the
Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore and
reaffirmed their commitment to expanding
institutional cooperation and implementing
joint initiatives that contribute to sustainable
development of the civil aviation sector and
the achievement of their shared objectives
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Singapore Civil Aviation Authority Delegation Visits the Headquarters of the

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

His Excellency Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAQ), received at the
Organization’s headquarters in Rabat Mr.
Tee Chiou Ng, Deputy Director General
of the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore
(CAAS), together with the accompanying
delegation, as part of ongoing efforts to
strengthen cooperation and promote the
exchange of expertise between the two
organizations.

At the outset of the meeting, Mr. Tee Chiou
Ng and the accompanying delegation
extended their sincere congratulations to
H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui on the occasion
of assuming his new responsibilities as
Director General of ACAQO, wishing him

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

every success in leading the Organization
during the coming period. The delegation
also conveyed the congratulations and
best wishes of the Director General of
the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore,
reaffirming CAAS’s commitment to further
strengthening its longstanding cooperation
with ACAO.

The discussions focused on enhancing
bilateral cooperation in areas of mutual
interest, in line with the Memorandum of
Understanding signed between ACAQO and
the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore.
Particular emphasis was placed on
cooperation in training, capacity building,
technical knowledge exchange, and
supporting initiatives aimed at advancing
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Training Course on «Negotiation Skills and Bilateral Air Services

Negotiations»

As part of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization’s ongoing commitment to
developing and enhancing the capacities
of national civil aviation personnel in its
Member States, the Organization held a
training course entitled «Negotiation Skills
and Bilateral Air Services Negotiations
and the Documents Arising Therefrom»
at its headquarters in Rabat, Kingdom of
Morocco, from 20 to 24 July 2026.

The five day course brought together
fourteen participants from the
Organization’s Member States, namely the
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria,
the Sultanate of Oman, the State of Qatar,
the Kingdom of Morocco, and the Islamic
Republic of Mauritania. The course was
delivered by Mr. Adnan Al-Dagour, an
expert and lecturer from the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan.

The course aimed to strengthen
participants’ competencies in negotiating
bilateral Air Services Agreements and the
related legal and technical documentation.
It introduced the fundamental concepts
underpinning successful negotiations in
this specialized field, while focusing on
negotiation planning and preparation,
situation analysis, the development of
effective negotiation strategies, and the
professional management of negotiation
sessions. The programme also emphasized
the behavioural competencies required
of negotiation teams, including active
listening, understanding body language,
emotionalmanagement, andthe application
of various negotiation approaches and
techniques, thereby enabling participants
to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes
and foster stronger cooperation and

partnerships in the field of air transport
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and administrative issues concerning the
Arab Specialized Organizations.

During his participation in the meeting,
H.E. Eng. CHERKAQUI reaffirmed ACAQO’s
commitment to continuously strengthening
its institutional performance, promoting
the principles of good governance and
transparency, and implementing the
decisions of its statutory bodies, inamanner
that contributes to the advancement of the
Arab civil aviation sector and supports the
objectives of joint Arab action.

2at O\
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The Organization’s participation reflects its
commitment to actively contributing to the
work of the bodies of the League of Arab
States andto maintaining close coordination
with the General Secretariat, the Arab
Member States, and the Arab Specialized
Organizations. This cooperation further
strengthens institutional integration and
reinforces ACAQ’s role as the Arab center
of expertise in the field of civil aviation,
while supporting sustainable development
objectives and the continued advancement
of the civil aviation sector across the Arab
region.
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The General Secretariat of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Participates in the 35th Ordinary Session of the Committee of Organizations

for Coordination and Follow-up of the League of Arab States

The General Secretariat of the Arab
Civil  Aviation  Organization (ACAOQO)
participated in the 35th Ordinary Session
of the Committee of Organizations for
Coordination and Follow-up, a subsidiary
body of the Economic and Social Council
of the League of Arab States. The
Organization’s delegation was headed by
H.E. Eng. Khalid CHERKAOUI, Director
General of ACAO.

The session was held at the Headquarters
of the General Secretariat of the League of
Arab States in Cairo from 5 to 9 July 2026,
with the participation of representatives
of the Arab Member States and Directors
General of the Arab Specialized
Organizations.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Over the course of five days, the Committee
examined a number of administrative,
financial, and organizational matters
related to the work of the Arab Specialized
Organizations, within the framework of
its mandate to enhance their efficiency
and further develop their operational
mechanisms, in preparation for submitting
its recommendations to the 118th Ordinary
Session of the Economic and Social
Council.

The meetings also reviewed a number
of agenda items, including the plans
and budgets of the Arab Specialized
Organizations for the biennium 2027-2028,
the 2025 achievement reports, oversight
reports, as well as a range of organizational
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On this occasion, Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, underscored the importance
of continuous training in developing and
qualifying national aviation professionals
within the Organization’s Member States,
enabling them to effectively perform
their  responsibiliies in  accordance
with  both international and national
standards. He noted that civil aviation,

particularly the air transport sector, is
characterized by its dynamic nature and
rapid evolution, which makes continuous
professional development essential. He
further emphasized the Organization’s
strong commitment to investing in human
capital as the cornerstone of sustainable
development, and wished all participants
every success in their professional
endeavors.
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Arab Civil Aviation Organization Concludes Training Course on Economic

Feasibility Studies for Airlines
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As part of the Arab Civil

Aviation
Organization’s commitment to developing
and strengthening the capacities of national
aviation professionals in its Member States,
the Organization held a training course

entitted «Economic Feasibility Studies
for Airlines» at its headquarters in Rabat,
Kingdom of Morocco, from 6 to 10 July
2026.

The course was delivered by Mr.

Kamal Hefny Riyad, an expert from the
Arab Republic of Egypt, and brought
together 16 participants representing the
Organization’s Member States from the
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria,
the Republic of the Sudan, the Sultanate of
Oman, and the Kingdom of Morocco.

Thetraining aimed to familiarize participants
with the scientific methodologies for
preparing economic feasibility studies and
the practical approaches to conducting
such studies for various types of airlines.

The programme covered technical,
marketing, legal, environmental, and
financial  feasibility —assessments, in

addition to key concepts related to air traffic
forecasting, evaluating leasing versus
aircraft ownership, assessing the impact of
sustainable aviation fuel on operating costs,
and examining the influence of national
and international regulatory frameworks on
the establishment and operation of airlines,
together with a wide range of other relevant
topics.
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RASG/13

RASG/13 meeting was aprised with an
overview of Outcomes of the RASG-MID
Groups (ASRG, SEIG, ASPIG and AlIG),
Other Emerging Safety Matters. An USOAP
SSP/SMS Workshop has been organized
back to back with the meeting.

Thismeeting concluded onthe endorsement
of the Regional Aviation Safety Plan (RASP)
based on the development of the GASP
26-28. Participants acknowledged the
efforts made by member states to enhance
safety standards and promote a culture
of continuous improvement. The meeting
also apprised with Safety enhancement
initiatives being achieved in 2022-25 and
these initiated for 2026-28. The meeting
also discussed many items such as
operational safety risks, organizational
issues and emerging risks including UAS,
Artificial intelligence (Al) in Aviation and
digitalization in the aviation field.

MIDANPIRG/23

Recognizing the evolving challenges faced
by the aviation industry, MIDANPIRG/23
focused on identifying MID Region Air

Navigation Priorities and Targets, the
harmonization of the National Air Navigation
Plans across the region, using the ASBU
mechanism, as well as supporting the
increasing the level of PBN implementation,
the sustainability of the flight procedure
program and facing the GNSS disruption
particularly in the MID region.

Conclusion

The 13rd meeting of RASG MID and the
23rd meeting of MIDANPIRG provided
a valuable platform for the aviation
community in the Middle East region to
come together and address critical safety
issues. The discussions underscored
the commitment of member states to
continuous improvement, collaboration, and
harmonization. By sharing best practices,
identifying emerging risks, and promoting a
regional approach to safety, these meetings
have laid a strong foundation for enhancing
aviation safety in the Middle East. The
outcomes of RASG/13 and MIDANPIRG/23
will contribute significantly to the region’s
efforts in aligning with global aviation
standards and ensuring the well-being of
passengers and the sustainable growth of
the aviation industry.
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ACAO participating to the ICAO RASG/13 MIDANPIRG/23 Meeting

The joint 13rd meeting of the Regional
Aviation Safety Group (RASG/13) and
the 23rd meeting of the Planification
& Implementation  Regional  Group
(MIDANPIRG/23) took place from 14th to
18th June 2026 in Cairo, Egypt. Thismeeting
provided a platform for aviation experts,
regulators, and industry professionals
to collaborate, share best practices,
and address key challenges in ensuring
aviation safety in the Middle East region.
The discussions focused on enhancing
safety measures, addressing emerging
risks, and promoting harmonization among
airspaces of member states. The both
meetings RASG/13 & MIDANPIRG/23 have
been conducted simultaneously, in plenary
sessions and dedicated meetings.

Plenary session

During the plenary session, an overview
has been provided on several subjects
as the Air Navigation Commission (ANC)
review of the MIDANPIRG/22 and RASG-
MID/11 Rep, the Global Aviation Safety and
Air Navigation developments, ICAO Global
and Regional Aviation Safety and Air
Navigation development, an update from
States and International Organizations,
the Regional Projects as MENA ARCM, the
Air Navigation and RASG MID Subjects of
interest to each others, including RVSM
operations and Monitoring and the GNSS
Interference.




A training course entitled «Air Passenger
and Air Cargo Consignor Rights» was held
at the headquarters of the Egyptian Civil
Aviation Authority (ECAA) in Cairo, with the
generous hosting of the Authority, from 7 to
11 June 2026.

The five day course brought together
32 participants from the ACAO Member
States, namely the Syrian Arab Republic,
the Republic of Yemen, the State of Libya,
the Kingdom of Morocco, and the Islamic
Republic of Mauritania. The course was
delivered by Mr. Adel Al Yamani from the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and was attended
by officials from the Air Transport Sector of
the Egyptian Civil Aviation Authority, as well
as representatives of airlines.

The course aimed to familiarize participants
with the international legal frameworks
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and regulatory provisions governing the
rights of air passengers and air cargo
consignors, in addition to the national
legislation adopted by various States in this
field. These legislative frameworks seek to
establish a fair balance between the rights
of passengers and cargo consignors and
the legitimate economic interests of air
carriers, while taking into account the social,
political, and economic characteristics and
development objectives of each State,
without compromising aviation safety and
security.

The programme also reviewed the legal
procedures and mechanisms necessary
to ensure that beneficiaries of air transport
services are able to exercise and obtain
the rights guaranteed to them under
the relevant legislative and regulatory
frameworks.
Publication of June 2026
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ICAO Council condemns Iran for unlawful airspace violations affecting civil

aviation safety

Montréal, 06 April 2026 - Through its
decision adopted on 31 March 2026, the
Council of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) condemned the
violation by the Islamic Republic of Iran
of the territorial integrity and sovereignty
of Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates,
including their sovereign airspaces,
contrary to Article 1 of the 1944 Convention
on International Civil Aviation (Chicago
Convention).

The Council deplored lIran’s illegal use
of unmanned aircraft systems for military
purposes against civilian infrastructure
over the territories of the affected Member
States.

Recalling the purposes and principles of
the Chicago Convention, United Nations
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Security Council Resolution 2817 (2026),
as well as relevant resolutions of the ICAO
Assembly, the Council highlighted that such
actions are inconsistent with the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations.

Emphasizing the serious and ongoing
risk to the safety of civil aviation arising
from unauthorized military incursions into
airspace and the resulting disruption of
civil air operations in the region, the Council
underscored the paramount importance
of preserving the safety and security of
international civil aviation.

The Council urgently called upon lIran to
cease its unlawful activities and respect its
obligations under the Chicago Convention
and other relevant international civil aviation
treaties.
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international air corridors to catastrophic
risk. This situation compelled the affected
States to take emergency measures,
including the closure of airspace and
the rerouting of flights to protect the lives
of passengers, resulting in widespread
operational disruptions in global air
transport.

The ICAO Council recalled UN Security
Council Resolution 2817 (2026), which
deplored the deliberate targeting of civilians
and civilian objects by lIran, including
airports, and which determined that Iran’s
attacks constitute a breach of international
law.

To translate this firm position into immediate
and deterrent measures, the ICAO Council
directed the adoption of a package of
stringent actions:

e Condemnation and demand for
immediate cessation: Strong condemnation
of the Islamic Republic of Iran for violating
the sovereignty of the affected States and
for jeopardizing the safety of civil aviation,
and a call for it to urgently cease its unlawful
acts.

e UN escalation: Referral of the text of this
deterrent decision to the relevant United
Nations bodies.

e Continuous oversight: Keeping this
sensitive matter under continuous review.

This historic decision sends an unequivocal
message: the safety of international civil
aviation and the sovereignty of States’
airspace are inviolable commitments, and
the ICAO Council will not hesitate to activate
all its legal instruments to protect the global
aviation system from any reckless military .
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ICAO Council Recognizes Iranian Attacks as Unlawful Acts Threatening the

Safety and Security of International Civil Aviation

In a pivotal development reflecting the
strength and cohesion of the international
community, the Council of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Council,
at its 237th session, adopted a strict and
historic decision based on a joint working
paper submitted by Jordan, Bahrain, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Sultanate
of Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, the UAE, Egypt,
and Morocco. The decision unequivocally
condemns the unlawful attacks carried out
by Iran, which have come to constitute a
direct and serious threat to the safety of
international civil aviation in the Middle
East.

The ICAO Council condemned attacks

carried out by Iran since 28 February 2026,
through missiles and drones against the
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States of the Gulf Cooperation Council (the
Kingdom of Bahrain, the State of Kuwait,
the Sultanate of Oman, the State of Qatar,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the UAE),
in addition to the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, as violation of the provisions of the
Convention on International Civil Aviation
(Chicago Convention) and the UN Charter.
The decision stressed that these acts
constitute a clear breach of Article 1 of the
Chicago Convention, which guarantees
the complete and exclusive sovereignty of
every State over its airspace.

In a highly significant indication of the
extent of Iranian recklessness, the Council
deplored Iran’s illegal military use of
unmanned aerial systems, in violation of
Article 3(c) of the Convention, exposing vital
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civil aviation and preserve confidence in
State oversight systems.

The workshop has also emphasized the
importance of resolving safety issues in a
systematic and timely manner. Effective
oversight is not limited to identifying
deficiencies; it requires addressing root
causes and verifying that corrective actions
are fully implemented and sustainable.

Another major topic was the Safety
Management System, or SMS, for Air
Navigation Services. SMS promotes a
proactive and risk-based approach to
safety, enabling ANS providers to identify

hazards, manage risks, and continuously
improve safety performance. The role of
the State is to ensure that these systems
are properly implemented and effectively
overseen.

Finally, In today’s increasingly complex
aviation environment, strong oversight
capabilities and close regional cooperation
are more importantthan ever. This workshop
offered an excellent opportunity to share
experiences, harmonize approaches, and
reinforce our common commitment to the
highest standards of aviation safety.
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In the framework of the ACAO ICAO MoU,
and in consideration of the joint activity plan,
ACAQO and ICAO MID jointly organized a
Workshop on ANS safety oversight which
has been held at Rabat, Morocco, 18-22
May 2026. 23 participants from 6 states
(Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Syria
and UAE) attended the event.

Air Navigation Services are a cornerstone
of the global aviation system. Their safe and
efficient provision is essential to maintaining
the confidence of the international aviation
community and supporting the sustainable
growth of air transport. Ensuring this safety
is a fundamental responsibility of every
State.

This workshop focused on key elements of
an effective State Safety Oversight System,
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including the legal and organizational
framework, technical regulations, qualified
personnel, and effective surveillance
activities. A strong regulatory framework
for ANS, aligned with ICAO Standards and
Recommended Practices, is indispensable
for ensuring compliance and continuous
improvement.

Theparticipantshavereviewedthe Universal
Safety  Oversight  Audit Programme
Continuous Monitoring Approach (USOAP
CMA), which enables States to assess their
oversight capabilities, identify gaps, and
implement corrective actions. Particular
attention has been given to Significant
Safety Concerns, or SSCs, which require
immediate action to protect international
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Thirtieth Meeting of the Committee on the Environment

The Environmental Protection Committee of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization held its
thirtieth meeting via videoconference on 16
and 17 March 2026, with the participation
of 18 environment officials representing 13
member states of the Organization.

The Committee members discussed the
follow up to the implementation of the
recommendations issued at its previous
session, the follow up to the implementation
of the work programme and its priorities,

as well as the capacity building and
development programme for the year 2026.

The Committee also addressed the latest
developments related to environmental
protection in the field of civil aviation at the
Arab and regional levels.

The Committee additionally adopted the
Organization’s operational plan for capacity
building in the field of environmental
protection for the period 2027-2028.
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and to discuss ways of further enhancing
technical cooperation among Member
States through the development of training
programmes, capacity building initiatives,
and the exchange of expertise, thereby
contributing to the advancement of the
Arab civil aviation sector and enabling
it to respond effectively to the rapidly
evolving regional and international aviation
landscape.

During the meetings, the Director General
also outlined the Organization’s priorities
for the coming period, reaffirming ACAQO’s
commitment to strengthening partnerships
with its Member States, responding to their

evolving needs, and further developing
its programmes and initiatives in support
of greater Arab integration and the
Organization’s position as the leading
regional centre of expertise in the field of
civil aviation.

For their part, the Ambassadors expressed
their appreciation for the important role
played by ACAO in serving its Member
States and reaffirmed their countries’
continued support for the Organization and
its efforts to promote cooperation, advance
common interests, and contribute to the
sustainable development of the Arab civil
aviation sector
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Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Continues Official

Meetings with Arab Ambassadors Accredited to the Kingdom of Morocco

As part of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization’s ongoing efforts to strengthen
institutional engagement with its Member
States and further enhance cooperation
and coordination with their diplomatic
missions accredited to the Kingdom of
Morocco, H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAQO), continued his series
of official visits during the period from
20 to 24 July 2026 to a number of Arab
Ambassadors accredited in Rabat.

The visits included H.E. Ms. Jumana
Ghunaimat, Ambassador of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, H.E. Mr. Al Asri Saeed
Al Dhaheri, Ambassador of the United Arab
Emirates, H.E. Mr. Ahmed Ould Bahieh,
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Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania, and H.E. Mr. Khalid bin Salem
bin Ahmed Bamakhalif, Ambassador of the
Sultanate of Oman.

These visits followed the Director
General’s meetings with a number of Arab
Ambassadors during the previous week, as
part of the Organization’s commitment to
strengthening direct communication with its
Member States, consolidating institutional
partnerships, and enhancing consultation
and coordination in support of its mandate
and strategic objectives.

The meetings provided an opportunity to

highlight ACAQO’s role in advancing joint
Arab action in the field of civil aviation
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initiatives and the exchange of expertise
among Member States.

During the meetings, the Director General
outlined his vision for the Organization’s
next phase, which is centred on reinforcing
ACAOQO'’s position as the leading regional
technical organization for civil aviation
in the Arab world, further developing its
programmes and activities in line with
evolving  international  developments,
responding effectively to the needs of
Member States, and fostering greater Arab
integration across all areas of civil aviation.

For their part, the Ambassadors
congratulated H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui
on his appointment as Director General

of ACAO and reaffirmed their countries’
continued support for the Organization
and its mission. They also expressed
their commitment to further strengthening
cooperation with ACAQ in order to advance
the development of the Arab civil aviation
sector and promote the objectives of joint
Arab action.

These visits reflect the Organization’s
commitment to strengthening
communication with its Member States,
consolidating institutional partnerships, and
enhancing consultation and coordination in
support of the effective implementation of
ACAQ’s programmes and future initiatives.
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Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Conducts Official

Visits to Arab Ambassadors Accredited to the Kingdom of Morocco

As part of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization’scommitmenttostrengthening
institutional engagement with its Member
States and enhancing cooperation and
coordination with their diplomatic missions
accredited to the Kingdom of Morocco, H.E.
Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ), conducted a series of official visits
from 13 to 17 July 2026 to Ambassadors
of Arab Member States accredited to the
Kingdom of Morocco.

The visits included H.E. Mr. Ezzedine Said
Al-Asbahi, Ambassador of the Republic
of Yemen, H.E. Mr. Ahmed Nehad Abdel
Latif, Ambassador of the Arab Republic of
Egypt, H.E. Mr. Khalid bin Salman bin Jabr
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Al-Musallam, Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Bahrain, H.E. Mr. Ahmed Abdulrahman
Al-Baker, Ambassador of the State of
Kuwait, and H.E. Ms. Raja Youssefi, Chargé
d’Affaires of the Embassy of the Republic
of Tunisia.

The meetings provided an opportunity to
present ACAO’s role in advancing joint
Arab action in the field of civil aviation,
while discussing ways to further strengthen
cooperation with Member States and
enhance coordination mechanisms
in support of the sector's priorities.
Discussions also focused on promoting
aviation safety, security and the efficiency
of air transport, as well as supporting
training programmes, capacity building
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Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Offers Condolences

at the Embassy of the State of Qatar in Rabat

As part of the fraternal relations between
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAO) and the State of Qatar, H.E.
Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui, Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
visited the Embassy of the State of Qatar
to the Kingdom of Morocco to offer his
condolences on the passing of the late His
Highness Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani.

Upon his arrival, H.E. was received by
H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Thamer Al Thani,
Ambassador of the State of Qatar to the
Kingdom of Morocco. On this solemn
occasion, the Director General conveyed
his sincere condolences and deepest
sympathies, expressing ACAO’s solidarity
with the leadership, Government, and
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people of the State of Qatar during this time
of mourning.

H.E. the Director General also signed the
Book of Condolences, expressing his
profound sorrow over the passing of the
late Father Amir and paying tribute to his
remarkable contributions to the progress of
the State of Qatar, his steadfast support for
Arab cooperation, and the enduring legacy
he leaves behind.

The Director General concluded by
praying that Almighty Allah may bestow His
infinite mercy upon the deceased, grant
him eternal peace in Paradise, and bless
the leadership, the Royal Family, and the
people of the State of Qatar with patience,
strength, and solace.
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The meeting reviewed avenues for
strengthening cooperation between ACAO
and the Egyptian Civil Aviation Authority,
and included an exchange of views on
a number of issues of mutual interest,
foremost among them the development
of the Arab civil aviation system, the
enhancement of technical cooperation and
capacity building, and support for initiatives
aimed at keeping pace with the rapid
developments taking place in the regional
and international civil aviation sectors.

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment
to maintaining close coordination and
cooperation in pursuit of the objectives
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
promoting greater Arab integration in the
field of civil aviation, and contributing to the
enhancement of aviation safety, security,
and the efficiency of air transport services
across the Arab region.
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ACAO Director General Meets President of the Egyptian Civil Aviation
Authority

On the sidelines of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization’s (ACAOQ) participation in the
35th Ordinary Session of the Committee of
Organizations for Coordination and Follow-
up, a subsidiary body of the Economic and
Social Council of the League of Arab States,
H.E. Eng. Khalid CHERKAOUI, Director
General of ACAQO, held a meeting with H.E.
Sameh Mohamed Fawzy, President of the
Egyptian Civil Aviation Authority (ECAA), at
the Authority’s headquarters in Cairo.

At the outset of the meeting, H.E. Sameh
Fawzy extended his sincere congratulations
toH.E. Eng. CHERKAQUI on the confidence
placed in him by the General Assembly of
ACAO through his appointment as Director
General of the Organization. He wished him
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every success in his new responsibilities,
expressing confidence that his extensive
professional and managerial experience
would contribute to further strengthening
the Organization and enhancing its role in
serving the Arab civil aviation sector.

For his part, H.E. Eng. Khalid CHERKAQUI
expressed his sincere appreciation to H.E.
Sameh Fawzy for the warm welcome and
kind congratulations. He also affirmed his
pride in the longstanding and distinguished
relations between ACAO and the Arab
Republic of Egypt, highlighting Egypt’s
pivotal role in supporting joint Arab action,
particularly in the field of civil aviation.
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in the global civil aviation industry while
reinforcing its position as the Arab center
of expertise in the field of civil aviation.

For his part, H.E. Eng. Khalid CHERKAQUI
expressed his sincere appreciation to H.E.
the Minister for the warm welcome and
generous congratulations. He commended
the continuous support provided by the
Arab Republic of Egypt to ACAO and
praised H.E.’s leadership of the General
Assembly, which plays a vital role in
advancing the Organization’s mission and
strengthening joint Arab action in the field
of civil aviation.

The meeting reviewed the Organization’s
key priorities for the coming period and
discussedwaystoimplementtheresolutions
and recommendations of the General
Assembly. The two sides also explored
avenues for enhancing cooperation and

WW o

coordination between ACAO and its
Member States, strengthening capacity
building programmes, promoting the
exchange of expertise, and supporting
initiatives aimed at advancing the Arab civil
aviation system in line with regional and
international  developments.

The two sides further exchanged views on
a number of issues of common interest,
reaffirming the importance of continued
cooperation between the Presidency of
the General Assembly and the General
Secretariat of the Organization to ensure
the effective implementation of the Member
States’ strategic directions and to further
enhance ACAOQ’s role in achieving its
objectives and supporting the sustainable
development of civil aviation across the
Arab region
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ACAO Director General Meets the President of the Organization&#039;s
General Assembly

On the sidelines of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization’s (ACAOQ) participation in the
35th Ordinary Session of the Committee of
Organizations for Coordination and Follow-
up, a subsidiary body of the Economic
and Social Council of the League of Arab
States, H.E. Eng. Khalid CHERKAOQUI,
Director General of ACAQO, paid a courtesy
visit to H.E. Capt. Dr. Sameh Ahmed Zaki El
Hefny, Minister of Civil Aviation of the Arab
Republic of Egypt and President of the
General Assembly of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, at the Ministry of Civil Aviation
Headquarters in Cairo.

At the outset of the meeting, H.E. the
President of the General Assembly
congratulated H.E. Eng. Khalid on his
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election as Director General of ACAO,
wishing him every success in the discharge
of his new responsibilities. He expressed
his confidence in the Director General’s
ability to lead the Organization during the
coming period in a manner that fulfills the
aspirations of the Arab Member States and
further strengthens ACAOQO’s role in serving
the Arab civil aviation sector.

In his capacity as President of the General
Assembly, H.E. also emphasized the
importance ofcontinuingtheimplementation
of the resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly and of further enhancing the
Organization’s institutional performance
and operational efficiency, enabling it to
keep pace with the rapid developments
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The meeting also provided an opportunity
for the Director General to present his vision
for the Organization’s future and outline the
strategic priorities that will guide its work
during the coming years. He emphasized
his commitment to enhancing ACAQO’s
institutional  performance,  expanding
technical cooperation with  Member
States, and reinforcing the Organization’s
position as the principal Arab platform for
cooperation in civil aviation.

Discussions focused on a number of
strategic priorities, including strengthening
aviation safety, aviation security, air
navigation services, capacity building,
digital transformation, innovation,
environmental sustainability, and
supporting Member States in implementing
international standards and best practices.
The Director General also highlighted the
importance of fostering closer cooperation
with regional and international organizations
to address the rapidly evolving challenges
facing the global aviation industry.

HisExcellency Eng. CHERKAOUIreaffirmed
ACAQO’s unwavering commitment to
supporting the aspirations of Arab Member

States by promoting greater regional
integration, enhancing technical expertise,
and contributing to the development of a
safe, secure, efficient, sustainable, and
resilient civil aviation sector across the
Arab region.

For his part, His Excellency the Secretary-
General reaffirmed the League of Arab
States’ full support for the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization and its efforts to
advance Arab civil aviation, recognizing
the sector’s vital contribution to economic
development, regional connectivity, trade,
tourism, and the broader goals of Arab
economic integration.

The swearing-in ceremony marks the
official commencement of Eng. Khalid
Cherkaoui’'s mandate as Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization for
a four-year term, following his election by
the Organization’s General Assembly. His
appointment reflects the confidence of the
Member States in his leadership and their
shared commitmentto further strengthening
Arab cooperation in civil aviation.
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Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Sworn in Before the

Secretary-General of the League of Arab States

His Excellency Engineer Khalid
CHERKAOQUI, Director General of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO), was
officially sworn in today 06 July 2026 before
His Excellency Mr. Nabil Fahmy, Secretary-
General of the League of Arab States, in
accordance with Article (4) of the Unified
Basic Statute for Employees of the Arab
Specialized Organizations, which requires
the Director General to take the prescribed
oath before assuming office.

At the outset of the meeting, His Excellency
the Secretary-General congratulated Eng.
CHERKAQUI on the confidence placed
in him by Their Highnesses, Excellencies,
and Distinguished Members of the General
Assembly of the Arab Civil Aviation

Organization, following his election as
Director General. He expressed his
confidence that the Organization would
continue to strengthen its role in supporting
Arab civil aviation and advancing the
objectives of joint Arab action under his
leadership.

In turn, Eng. CHERKAOUI extended his
sincere congratulations to His Excellency
Mr. Nabil Fahmy on officially assuming the
office of Secretary-General of the League
of Arab States on 1 July 2026, following the
broad Arab consensus that accompanied
his appointment. He wished him every
success in leading the League and further
promoting cooperation and solidarity
among Arab States.




H.E. Eng. Abedennebi Manar
Former Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAO)

With profound appreciation and sincere gratitude, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ) extends its heartfelt thanks and deepest recognition to H.E. Eng. Abdennebi
Manar, former Director General of the Organization, in appreciation of his dedicated efforts
and unwavering commitment throughout his tenure at the helm of the Organization.

His years of leadership marked a significant chapter in ACAQ'’s journey, during which he
worked to strengthen the Organization’s role in serving its Member States and to further
consolidate its standing as one of the specialized organizations operating under the League
of Arab States, thereby contributing to the advancement of joint Arab action in the field of
civil aviation.

During his tenure, the Organization continued to enhance its programmes and technical
activities, strengthen cooperation with Member States as well as regional and international
organizations, support capacity-building initiatives and the exchange of expertise, and
keep pace with the evolving developments of the civil aviation sector. These efforts further
reinforced ACAQ’s presence and advanced its mission and strategic objectives.

As the Organization expresses its deep appreciation for his valuable professional and
institutional contributions, it also pays tribute to his strong sense of responsibility and to
the enduring professional legacy he leaves behind, a legacy that will continue to serve as
an important foundation upon which ACAO will build in advancing the Arab civil aviation
sector.

Onbehalf of its Director General and all its staff members, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
extends its warmest appreciation and sincere gratitude to H.E. Eng. Abdennebi Manar,
together with its best wishes for his continued good health, well-being, and every success
in the years ahead, in recognition of his distinguished service and outstanding contributions
to the Organization and to joint Arab action.
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The Session also witnessed the election
of H.E. Eng. Khalid Cherkaoui of the
Kingdom of Morocco as Director General
of the Organization for a four-year term
commencing on 1 July 2026. In addition,
the General Assembly adopted a number of
strategic resolutions and recommendations
aimed at advancing the development of the
Arab civil aviation sector.

The General Assembly reviewed
the Director General's report on the
Organization’s principal activities and
achievements during the reporting period.
It also considered a number of technical,
administrative and financial items on its
agenda and endorsed the outcomes of the
Seventy-Fourth Session of the Executive
Council, together with the recommendations
of the specialized technical committees in
the fields of Air Transport, Air Navigation,
Aviation  Safety,  Aviation  Security,
Environment, and Media and Institutional
Communication, thereby strengthening the
Organization’s technical and institutional
performance while supporting the priorities
of its Member States.

The General Assembly further approved
the Organization’s Work Plan and Draft
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Budget for the 2027-2028 biennium, the
financial statements, the composition of the
technical committees, and the schedule
of the Organization’s principal meetings,
thereby supporting the implementation
of its programmes and activities during
the forthcoming period. The Assembly
also expressed its appreciation to Eng.
Abdennebi Manar, the Organization’s
former Director General, in recognition
of his dedicated efforts and valuable
contributions to the Organization and its
Member States throughout his tenure.

The General Assembly concluded its
proceedings by adopting a package
of decisions that established the
Organization’s strategic directions for
the coming period. These included the
approval of its future programmes and
plans, the election of its Director General,
and the formation of its technical bodies,
thereby enhancing the Organization’s
capacity to continue fulfilling its mandate in
serving its Member States and reinforcing
its position as a leading regional platform
for cooperation and integration in the field
of civil aviation
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The General Assembly of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Adopts

Strategic Decisions and Elects a New Director General

The General Assembly of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAQO) concluded
the proceedings of its Twenty-Ninth Session,
held in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on
30 June 2026, with the participation of
representatives of the Organization’s
Member States, alongside representatives
of a number of regional and international
organizations, and in the presence of a
representative of the General Secretariat of
the League of Arab States.

The Session witnessed the formal handover
of the Presidency of the General Assembly
from H.E. Mr. Salem Mohammed Al-
Shahoubi, Minister of Transport of the

State of Libya, to H.E. Captain Sameh
El-Hefny, Minister of Civil Aviation of the
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Arab Republic of Egypt, who assumed the
Presidency of the General Assembly for its
current Session. In his opening remarks,
H.E. Captain El-Hefny underscored the
importance of further strengthening joint
Arab cooperation in response to the
rapid developments taking place in the
civil aviation sector. He commended the
Organization’srole in supporting its Member
States, fostering regional integration, and
implementing programmes and initiatives
aimed at advancing the Arab civil aviation
system. Representatives of the Member
States and participating organizations
likewise reaffirmed their support for the
Organization’s efforts and expressed their
appreciation for its achievements in serving
the Arab civil aviation sector.
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to the development of Arab air transport
and capacity building for Member States.

The Council also considered a number
of technical, administrative and financial
matters included on its agenda. It adopted
the recommendations of the specialized
technical committees in the fields of air
transport, air navigation, aviation safety,
aviation security, environment, and media
and institutional communication. Inaddition,
it reviewed the implementation of the
decisions adopted at its previous session
and approved a number of measures aimed
at enhancing the Organization’s technical
and institutional performance.

The Executive Council concluded its
work by adopting a number of resolutions
and recommendations that reflected the
Member States’ continued commitment to
advancing the Arab civil aviation system,
strengthening coordination and joint Arab
action, and supporting the Organization’s
efforts to enhance aviation safety, security,
efficiency and sustainability, in line with the
rapidly evolving developments affecting
the regional and international civil aviation
sector.
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The Executive Council of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization Concludes its

Seventy Fourth Session and Adopts Resolutions and Recommendations to

Advance the Development of the Arab Civil Aviation Sector

The Executive Council of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization (ACAQO) concluded
the proceedings of its Seventy Fourth
Session, heldinRabat, KingdomofMorocco,
on 29 June 2026, with the participation of
the representatives of the Member States
serving on the Executive Council, and in the
presence of a representative of the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States.

The Session was chaired by H.E. Mr.
Abdulaziz bin  Abdullah Al  Duailej,
President of the Executive Council, who,
in his opening remarks, underscored

the importance of further strengthening
Arab cooperation and integration in the
field of civil aviation. He commended the
Organization’s pivotal role in supporting
its Member States, fostering coordination
among

them, and implementing

programmes and initiatives that contribute
to the advancement of the Arab civil aviation
sector. Heads of delegations also delivered
statements reaffirming their support for the
Organization’s efforts and expressing their
appreciation for its vital role in serving the
common interests of Arab States across
the various fields of civil aviation.

The Executive Council reviewed the report
of the Director General onthe Organization’s
principal activities and achievements
during the period between its Seventy
Third and Seventy Fourth Sessions. The
report highlighted the implementation of
technical programmes, the organization
of training courses and workshops, the
strengthening of cooperation with regional
and international partners, and the follow up
of a number of strategic initiatives related




practices,

professional
driven by the conviction
that knowledge, innovation,

and promote
dialogue,

and cooperation are
fundamental  pillars  for
advancing the civil aviation
sector and Dbuilding a
more sustainable future for
generations to come.
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As we look to the future with
confidence and optimism,
we firmly believe that the
Arab region’s wealth of
capabilities, together with
its strategic vision, practical

policies, and shared
determination, provides
a solid foundation for

building a more integrated,
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innovative, and sustainable
civil aviation system,
one that strengthens the
region’s presence on the
international stage and
contributes  effectively to
development and prosperity
in a rapidly changing world.
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By : Engineer / Khalid
CHERKAOUI

Director General of the Arah Civil
Aviation Organization

Arab Civil Aviation -
Towards a Future Shaped
by Cooperation and
Innovation

Civil aviation is one of the
most important economic
and service sectors of the
modern era. Air transport
serves as a vital means of
connecting nations and
fostering communication
among peoples. Driven by
remarkable technological
advances, the sector has
experienced significant
growth, contributing
substantially to the
expansion of air transport,
international trade, tourism,
and sustainable economic
development.

Despite its rapid growth,
with  global passenger
traffic  increasing  from

| EDITORIAL

approximately 30 million
passengersin1950tonearly
five billion passengers in
2025, the sector continues
to face a wide range of
challenges. These include
the accelerated pace of
technological innovation,
the growing adoption of
artificial intelligence, the
increasing importance
of  cybersecurity, and
the impact of regional
and global crises. At the
same time, the concept
of development itself has
evolved, placing greater
emphasis on achieving
a balanced approach
that integrates economic
growth, environmental
protection, the preservation
of natural resources, social
equity, and an improved
quality of life.

Amid these transformations
and challenges, the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ), as one of the
Specialized organizations
operatingunderthe League
of Arab States, remains
committed to its mission
of supporting its Member
States, strengthening
joint  Arab cooperation,
and contributing to the
development of the civil
aviation system in line with

Arab Civil Aviation Organization

international standards
and global best practices.

Recognizing the
remarkable achievements
of the Arab civil aviation
sectorandthe considerable
strengthsofthe Arabregion,
including its  strategic
geographical location,
significant investments in
air transport infrastructure,
and its growing role as an
influential partner in the
global aviation industry,
ACAO will continue, in
the years ahead, to work
closely with its Member
States and partners to

promote joint initiatives,
strengthen capacity
building, facilitate the

exchange of expertise, and
further develop regulatory
and technical frameworks.
These efforts will contribute
to enhancing the safety,
security, and sustainability

of air transport while
supporting the region’s
aspirations for a more

integrated and prosperous
future.

This publication serves
as one of ACAO’s key

knowledge platforms
through which the
Organization seeks to
disseminate  specialized

expertise, showcase best

Publication of June 2026




Regional Seminar on Remotely Piloted
Aircraft Systems (RPAS)

Aviation Security

Second Edition of the Arab
Aviation Security Forum

Regional Seminar on Facilitation

| Workshops and training

Course on the Implementation of the
State Safety Programme (SSP)

Aviation Safety

Workshop on Fatigue Risk
Management System (FRMS)

Seminar on Aircraft Accident
and Incident Investigations

Air Transport Economics

Negotiation Skills and
Bilateral Consultations

.
Seelo?

Economic Feasibility Studies for
the Establishment of Airlines

Aviation Environment

Third Arab Forum on Workshop on Environment and
Environmental Protection Airports

Air Transport

@

Protection of Passenger and
Air Shipper Rights

Fair Competition among Airlines

Air Navigation

S o
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Workshop on Satellite-Based
Navigation: Strengthening the Ground
Segment and Associated Challenges

Seminar on Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (UAS)
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His Excellency Pilot Dr.
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Assembly of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization -
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Chairman of the Board Acting Director General of Civil
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His Excellency Eng. Naif bin Ali
bin Hamad Al-Abri
President of Civil Aviation
Authority
Sultanate of Oman
- Member of the Executive

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Council of the Organization Council of the Organization -

- Member of the Executive
Council of the Organization -

His Excellency Mr. Mohammed h His Excellency Sheikh /Hamoud | = His Excellency Mr. Sameh Fawzy
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Arab Republic of Egypt
State of Qatar L\ State of Kuwait - Member of the Executive
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His Excellency Dr. Mohammed His Excellency Eng. Tariq Talbi His Excellency Captain Saleh
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- Member of the Executive - Member of the Executive Republic of Yemen
Council of the Organization - Council of the Organization - - Member of the Executive
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| ARAB CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

Creation

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization is a specialized organization
affiliated to the League of Arab States that aims to strengthen
cooperation and coordination between Arab countries in the field of
civil aviation and its development. It was established on February 7,
1996 when its agreement to establish it came into force, and its first
general assembly was held on June 4-5, 1996,
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Supporting the Arab civil aviation sector
towards leadership, coordinating
between member states, defending
their interests, developing their
capabilities, providing advisory and
training services, supporting them in
regional and international forums, and
publicizing and being proud of their

An effective entity with a supportive
approach to the march of the Arab civil
aviation sector towards leadership

* VALUES

%
L]

T S

Commitment: achieving the desired goals and results.
Impartiality and objectivity: impartiality and concern
for fairness and preservation of the common interest.
Efficiency: the optimal use of the most appropriate
resources in achieving the objectives of the
organization.

Credibility: the obligation to provide accurate
information in a timely manner and to cdarify its
sources transparently.

Affiliation: Institutional and regional loyalty to the
organization.

achievements.
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The purposes and objectives of the Organization are to
provide the civil aviation authorities of the Member
States with a framework for joint action to:

Develop a general planning for civil aviation among the
Arab countries in order to develop and ensure its safety.
Promote cooperation and coordination between Member
States in the field of civil aviation and lay the foundations
for this to be of a unified nature.

Work on the development and development of Arab civil
aviation in a way that responds to the needs of the Arab
nation in safe, sound and regular air transport.
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The doors of the "Arab Aviation" Journal and its
website are always open to every participant and reader
who wants to benefit from this scientific space, and
we would be happier to provide your suggestions and
observations, because we will rise and develop with you.
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